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To subscribe for free, visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
London is the world capital of creativity and culture. From performing arts to fashion, print journalism to digital media, London leads the world. Inside this edition of insight, you can learn more about Literary London and the score of creative writing courses on offer in the capital. Whether you aspire to publish your first novel or to work in London’s growing advertising industry, London’s universities have a wealth of courses on offer. 

For those of a different inclination altogether, you should know that there is an amazing scientific research base in London. Inside, you can discover how universities are pushing the boundaries in space research and the types of courses on offer for budding astronauts and astro-physicists.  

Finally, for those looking for exciting careers in London’s traditional commercial strengths, London remains the premier centre for international business. Its business schools are now matching its status as the world capital of commerce, with London Business School taking the top spot in the recent FT survey of the best MBAs in the world.

In this re-designed issue of insight you can read more about London’s amazing variety of courses or you can go to Study London’s new website, www.studylondon.ac.uk, to search thousands of courses and find the best university for you. Come and study in the world’s most amazing city.

Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

May 2010
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IN THE NEWS
THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

English Plus
THE University of the Arts London has recently expanded its English Plus courses due to an increase in demand from international students. English Plus allows students to take short English language courses combined with one of the University’s world-class academic programmes. 

Existing English Plus courses include Fashion Design and Film. New English Plus courses for 2010 include acting, architecture, graphic design and screenprinting. There is also the option to take a work placement. This will help you apply what you have learned in the classroom and gain valuable work experience while interacting with English speakers.
Scientific agreement
KING’S College London has signed a unique scientific agreement with the Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (FAPESP), the State of São Paulo Research Foundation in Brazil. 

King’s has become FAPESP’s first and only university partner in the UK and the two institutions will develop collaborative research. The broad agreement spans the areas of science, engineering, arts, social sciences and humanities. Researchers and graduates may be able to undertake exchanges as part of the agreement.  
Photography winner
University of Westminster student Vladimir Kastyl’s image of the Taj Mahal wins westPHOTO photography competition.
Search, shortlist, contact
FIND your perfect London university course on the new Study London website. Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk to search 30,000 courses and contact your favourite universities in London. New features allow you to search by subject, university location or keyword. An interactive student advisor will give you information about applying to university, getting a student visa and more.

International Scholarships
A SCHOLARSHIP fund worth £60,000 has been set up by the Bloomsbury Colleges to fund five three-year international development PhD students. The studentships will be awarded for collaborative research projects within the London International Development Centre. 
Twelve PhD Scholarships will be awarded each year. Scholarships will contribute towards or pay for course fees in addition to providing a contribution towards living costs. Students studying a wide range of biomedical and social sciences subjects can apply. 
The awards are funded by the Bloomsbury Colleges, a consortium of six University of London colleges: Birkbeck, Institute of Education, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Royal Veterinary College, School of Oriental and African Studies, and the School of Pharmacy.
Mauritian Campus
MIDDLESEX University has opened a new campus in Mauritius, the first British university to do so. The new campus will be run in partnership with JSS Mahavidyapeetha, one of the largest education providers in India. Students will study for UK degrees in business and information technology related subjects. The Right Honourable Sir Anerood Jugnauth, President of Mauritius, expressed his support for the role Middlesex will play in developing Mauritius into a knowledge hub for the region. 
Did you know?

There are almost 700 Mauritian students studying in London

(Source: HESA 2008/9)

Law prize

TARA Webb, a University of Greenwich law student, has been named Student of the Year and Law Student of the Year at the Xcel Awards ceremony.In addition to completing her LLB Law degree, Tara (pictured, left) is setting up a domestic violence referral system, called Friends with Time, which will be available to students and staff at Greenwich who are experiencing domestic violence. There are 5,000 international students studying law in London. Many choose to study in the capital because it is home to the world’s top law firms.
Power network

CITY University London is to lead a €2.3m collaborative research project, sponsored by the European Commission’s Seventh Framework Programme. The project will help South-Eastern European electricity operators integrate their infrastructure with the wider European power network. The research project aims to improve electricity supplies and increase the reliability of the power network across the EU.

Meeting the Queen

THAMES Valley University’s (TVU) Vice-Chancellor, Professor Peter John, attended Buckingham Palace to accept the prestigious Queen’s Anniversary Prize for outstanding achievement and excellence in hospitality education from Her Majesty the Queen.

The Prize was awarded in recognition of TVU’s School of Hospitality and Tourism’s excellence in the field of hospitality education and working with employers. 

Vocal Scholarship

TRINITY College of Music has announced the establishment of the Kathleen Roberts Vocal Scholarship, which will be awarded to postgraduate students each year.

The scholarship has been created as a fitting legacy to the memory of the late Kathleen Gertrude Roberts who was a well known East London opera singer. 

The scholarship was funded by Kathleen’s family and friends to give talented vocal graduates the chance to continue their professional development.

Did you know?
The O2 arena is the world’s number one music venue, selling 2.4 million tickets last year (Source: 02)

London 2012 news

International students studying in London could be given a key role in welcoming people from across the world to London for the 2012 Games. With students from more than 200 different countries studying in the city, language will be no barrier when communicating with the one million people expected in the capital to watch the Games.

In addition to testing their English, international visitors will be able to enjoy conversations with volunteers drawn from London’s population who speak more than 300 different languages between them. 

This large pool of language skills will ensure visitors are able to travel easily to and from the Olympic Stadium and other prestigious Games venues such as Lord’s Cricket Ground, Wimbledon and Wembley Stadium.

Students are already helping to prepare the city for the Games while gaining essential work experience. Dozens of students are undertaking internships at LOCOG, the organising committee responsible for delivering the Games.  

In total, more than 70,000 volunteers will be recruited for the Games to provide a range of other essential services such as event management and medical care.

To find out more visit: www.london2012.com 

Olympic campus

THE United States Olympic team has chosen the University of East London (UEL) as its base for the London 2012 Games. Team USA will use UEL facilities for training and support for both its Olympic and Paralympic teams. More than 1,000 athletes, coaches, scientists and support staff will use the university’s facilities including the new £18 million sports and academic centre at the Docklands campus which opens in 2011. Students at UEL are particularly excited, especially BA Marketing student Jeffrey Lawal Balogun (pictured) who is in training to compete in the 2012 Games.

Celebrity style

RAVENSBOURNE student Luke Harris has enjoyed his work experience with a London fashion studio working on extravagant outfits for Lady Gaga, pop music’s most daring celebrity. 

Luke, who is studying a Diploma in Foundation Studies in Art, Design and Media, is working with designer and stylist Keko Hainswheeler, who is renowned for his fantastic creations worn by the singer. Their latest work is for Lady Gaga’s Monster Ball tour. Luke has found the work experience invaluable and it has inspired him to pursue his dream career even further. He plans to continue his studies with a degree in Menswear.
Archaeological find

KINGSTON University London lecturer Dr Helen Wickstead was amazed to discover two huge 6,000 year-old tombs during a recent archaeological dig. Her prehistoric discovery has been named in the National Geographic’s top ten archaeology finds of 2009. Dr Wickstead used non-invasive geophysical tests to identify the tombs which may have served as a place of religious offering as well as a cemetery. 

New research centre

THE Barts Cancer Research UK Centre has been created as the latest link in a unique chain of research centres being launched in the UK. The Centre will put London at the forefront of cancer research thanks to a partnership between Cancer Research UK, Queen Mary, University of London, and Barts & The London NHS Trust. The Centre will use its £2 million funding to focus on pancreatic, breast, ovarian and prostate cancer, leukaemia and lymphoma. 

Popular theatre 

THEATRES in London have broken all records, with more people attending a performance than ever before. Between them, theatre lovers spent over £500 million on tickets at London’s box offices. 

It may have been a bad year for the economy but the Society of London Theatres revealed that 14 million people attended a show during 2009. Over 500,000 people, including the Queen, enjoyed the War Horse at the New London Theatre. The rise wasn’t just in the West End, Shakespeare’s Globe also had the best attendances ever.

THE LONDON COLUMN

New data has shown that London remains the most popular study destination in the world for international students. 
With over 97,000 international students, London leads the way, welcoming more international students than any other city including New York, Sydney and Toronto. 

The diversity of London’s student population is a big attraction. International students in London come from over 200 nations and they help enrich London’s already diverse multicultural population. 

Indian students are the largest group of international students in London for the first time ever, closely followed by a large student population from China. The number of students from India increased by a staggering 30 percent, with the vast majority, 76 percent, studying on postgraduate Master’s courses.

The city’s reputation as a centre of global business is one of the reasons why 25 percent of all international students study business related courses in the capital. In addition students in London have the opportunity to undertake work placements with top companies. 

London is also a city of creativity, which helps explain why there is a large number of international students studying creative arts and design courses, using their flair and talents to strengthen London’s reputation as the world’s creative capital.  
Opera award

ANNA Patalong, a first year student studying opera at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, has won the prestigious Maggie Teyte Prize. Anna won £2,000 together with the opportunity to perform at the Royal Opera House. She also received the £1,500 Miriam Licette Scholarship for advanced study.

Both the Maggie Teyte Prize and Miriam Licette Scholarship are sponsored by the Musicians Benevolent Fund, the UK’s largest music charity. Scholarships are awarded to female singers in full-time postgraduate vocal study or in the first year of entering a professional career.
India Media Centre 

THE world’s first centre dedicated to research into India’s media has been launched at the University of Westminster. Delivering cutting-edge research, international consultancy and training development, the Centre will provide high-quality services to a wide range of government, industrial and cultural bodies. It will also raise the academic profile of Indian media, build international links and partnerships, and disseminate information through conferences, events and publications.

Architecture festival

THE London Festival of Architecture has announced its ever-increasing programme of events, talks and walks. The Festival will take place across the city from 19 June to 4 July 2010. 

It will include London-wide open studios, where you can meet architects, designers and engineers. While at the International Architecture Student Festival, students are invited to create a series of site-specific installations based on the theme of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
Sports psychology prize 

BRUNEL University’s Sport Sciences graduate Hayley Barton (pictured, left) has won the British Psychological Society Division of Sport and Exercise Psychology prize for the best undergraduate dissertation. Hayley’s dissertation focused on how sports experts analyse female football players and the movement of their opponents.
Medical image 

RESEARCHERS at Queen Mary, University of London have won first prize in the British Heart Foundation’s Reflections of Research competition. Dr Mathieu-Benoit Voisin and Doris Proebstl won first place with the image entitled ‘Looking through the heart’ (pictured). The image was taken during their studies of the heart to discover how it reacts following a heart attack. 

International PhDs

IMPERIAL College London has launched a series of PhD programmes that will be assessed and awarded jointly between universities in London, Singapore and Hong Kong. The degree will give students a global perspective to their work while also encouraging collaborative research between the universities.

The partner universities are the National University of Singapore (NUS), Nanyang Technological University (NTU), and the University of Hong Kong (HKU). The four-year programmes with NUS and HKU are offered across all subjects at Imperial, while the NTU partnership focuses on bioengineering and chemical engineering. These programmes are the perfect opportunity to give young academics an international perspective to their work. 
BUSINESS & FINANCE


IN THIS SECTION: 
LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL CAPITAL
Business success

PRAJWAL Bhat, a Royal Holloway, University of London PhD student, has won £1,000 in the Bright Ideas competition which rewards entrepreneurs who have great potential. 

Prajwal’s business idea focused on substituting toxic chemicals with yeast in the bleaching process of paper production. By using yeast, Prajwal plans to reduce toxic chemicals by up to 45 percent whilst saving paper manufacturers up to 30 percent in costs.

Chinese entrepreneurship

AN anonymous former King’s College London student has donated £750,000 to create the Dr Abraham Lue Lectureship in Chinese Entrepreneurship at the College’s new China Institute. The lectureship will provide funding for a new professor to conduct research on contemporary China, looking at its influential role on the global stage. The professor will also teach the new MSc in China & Globalisation that begins in September 2010.

Fashion MBA

UNIVERSITY of the Arts London has announced a new Executive MBA in Fashion starting in January 2011. The specialist EMBA will be taught at the London College of Fashion and will provide students with a management qualification uniquely focused on the fashion industry. Students will be able to broaden their careers beyond traditional industry skills such as design, PR and buying, to achieve more strategic senior-management roles in what is a hugely influential global industry.

Financial journalism

CITY University London’s Graduate School of Journalism launches an MA in Financial Journalism in September 2010. The programme will teach students how to understand and report on the world of finance and economics, improving their skills ahead of any future financial crises. 

The course is the first Financial Journalism MA in the world to offer students who complete the course guaranteed placements at either the Financial Times Group or the BBC. Students will benefit from high profile guest lecturers from the banking and media sectors who will provide unique insights into the key concepts and issues in the financial world.

Business school ranking

IN the annual rankings from the Financial Times, London Business School’s full-time MBA programme has once again achieved the top position in the Global MBA Rankings for 2010.

Previously in 2009, the School’s full-time MBA programme was ranked joint number one in the world with The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. This year’s rankings saw a further improvement as the School claimed sole possession of the top ranking. The FT’s most recent Executive MBA (EMBA) ranking is also dominated by London-based schools with four of the top 10 places taken by business schools with a presence in the city. 

LBS appear twice, with both its solo EMBA and its collaboration with Columbia Business School listed. Also in the top 10 is the University of Chicago Booth School of Business, who has a campus in the heart of the City, and the LSE’s joint EMBA with New York University’s Stern School of Business.
Hedge funds in London

London’s financial markets are bouncing back after a turbulent year. Hedge funds made big gains in 2009 according to the Hedge Fund Research Index. There has been a huge increase in the number of funds being set up in London, making the city the second largest centre in the world for fund managers. 

A hedge fund uses the combined resources of a group of investors who invest money in an industry, service or product that they believe will make a profit. London continues to attract funding from around the world. The city is the biggest market in Europe with 80 percent of European assets worth $300 billion. 

Hammad Cheema, a student from Australia, chose the MSc Risk Management and Financial Engineering at Imperial College London to learn from financial experts at the College. “Being taught by leading industry practitioners, the programme equips you with the risk management tools and strategies sought by top financial firms,” says Hammad. 

Hedge funds help to finance entrepreneurship, and nowhere are dynamic young companies more prevalent or innovative than in the city. “London has the best availability of skills, global connectivity, innovation, market access and pools of capital,” says Michael Charlton, CEO of Think London, the official foreign direct investment agency for London. 
Course highlights

CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON 
Investment and Financial Risk Management BSc

IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON 
Risk Management and Financial Engineering MSc

LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 
Financial Risk Management MSc 

LONDON BUSINESS SCHOOL 
Hedge Funds Programme

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY  
International Money, Finance and Investment MSc

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY  
International Finance MSc

QUEEN MARY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON  
Finance and Investment MSc

More courses at www.studylondon.ac.uk
Only in London

London Business School’s Hedge Fund Centre was the first university research centre dedicated to hedge fund research. The Centre researches all aspects of hedge funds, including the impact of hedge funds on the markets they invest in.

Did you know?

London is joint top of the Global Financial Centres (GFC) Index
	=1
	London
	GFC Rating:775

	=1
	New York
	GFC Rating:775

	3
	Hong Kong
	GFC Rating:739

	4
	Singapore
	GFC Rating:733

	5
	Tokyo
	GFC Rating:692


(Source: Z/Yen for the City of London)
CREATIVE ARTS

IN THIS SECTION: 
LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT
British Fashion Awards

LEADING fashion designer and University of Westminster alumnus Christopher Bailey has been named British Designer of the Year for the second time at the British Fashion Awards in London.

Christopher, who is chief creative officer for British fashion label Burberry, had an extra reason to celebrate when his label picked up the Designer Brand award. Since graduating from Westminster’s BA Fashion Design degree in 1992, Christopher has been awarded an MBE by the Queen for his services to the fashion industry.

In his role as chief creative officer, Christopher is responsible for the design of all Burberry collections and products, as well as advertising, art direction, multimedia content and brand image.

Sculpture scholarships
UNIVERSITY of the Arts London is encouraging budding sculptors from around the world to apply for its Cecil Lewis Sculpture Scholarship. The award is for postgraduate students with a passion for sculpture. 

The Scholarship is a gift from Cathy Wills in memory of her father Cecil Lewis, who was passionate about sculpture, and she hopes that the award will encourage promising sculptors, particularly those working in 3D and with classic materials.

University of the Arts London was the first dedicated arts institution in the UK to achieve university status and comprises six different colleges including the London College of Communication and Central Martin’s School of Art and Design.

Designer student

RASA Abramaviciute, a second year BA Fashion student at Middlesex University, has won the 2010 Fashion Awareness Direct competition at London Fashion Week.

Rasa came to Middlesex from Lithuania to study fashion. She has won £2,000 and a work placement with fashion designer Dame Vivienne Westwood, who went to the Hornsey College of Art, which has since been incorporated into Middlesex University.

Teacher of the year 

TRINITY College of Music alumnus Laura Stevens has been awarded a Classic FM Music Teacher of the Year Award for her work with school children.  

The award was presented by Arts Minister Margaret Hodge at the Music For Youth Schools Proms at the Royal Albert Hall. Laura’s prize includes music equipment and software for the school where she teaches.
Literary London

London’s literary tradition continues today with its creative writing students.

London has had a huge influence on world literature. From William Shakespeare to Charles Dickens, the city has captured the imagination of some of the world’s greatest writers.  

The tradition continues thanks to creative writing courses at a number of the city’s universities. At Brunel University, the internationally renowned novelist Fay Weldon leads the Creative and Professional Writing Master’s. The course has been running for over 10 years making it one of the UK’s longest-established creative writing courses. 

Saera Ueno, a Japanese student who is studying MA Creative Writing: The Novel at Brunel, is a professional fashion photographer who previously studied at University of the Arts London. She aims to transfer her visual style into print and she is setting her first novel in London.

“The fashion industry triggered my passion to write a fiction novel that I always wanted to write. I can achieve that in this course,” she says. Before returning to London, Saera worked for fashion magazines such as Vogue Nippon in Japan and Marie Claire.

London leads in advertising, publishing and TV production. Courses like Kingston University’s MA in Creative Writing and the Creative Economy prepares students with the skills to succeed in the media industry. 

London universities also hosts a number of literary conferences including the London School of Economics Literary Festival and Literary London’s annual conference, organised this year by the Institute of English Studies. Both events invite new and established writers to share their vision of London using the written word.  

Course highlights

GOLDSMITHS, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
English with Creative Writing BA

ROEHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
Creative Writing and Classical Civilisation BA 

BRUNEL UNIVERSITY 
Creative and Professional Writing MA

CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON 
Creative Writing MA

KINGSTON UNIVERSITY LONDON 
Creative Writing and the Creative Economy MA  

ST MARY’S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, TWICKENHAM 
Creative Writing Studies MA 

More courses at www.studylondon.ac.uk
Only in London

The British Library is the ideal place for literary students to conduct research for their work. The library holds 14 million books, 920,000 journal and newspaper titles, 58 million patents, 3 million sound recordings, and much more. Students and graduates are welcome in the library’s Reading Rooms. Students with a reading pass can even order their research materials in advance.

Did you know?

The Charles Dickens Museum houses the world’s most important Dickens collection with over 100,000 items including manuscripts, rare editions and personal items 
(Source: www.dickensmuseum.com)
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY


IN THIS SECTION: 
LONDON IS PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Engineering centre

A PIONEERING £9 million metal engineering centre that will research new ways of manufacturing using cost-effective, sustainable metals has been announced by Brunel University.

The Innovative Manufacturing Research Centre will make a significant contribution to the metals industry, which is worth £17 billion a year to the UK economy. The new Centre will assist the industry in delivering stronger, more durable and lightweight components whilst minimising the industry’s energy consumption and environmental impact.

Cars of the future

PARTS of a car’s bodywork could one day be used like a battery to help fuel a car’s journey say scientists at Imperial College London.

Researchers from Imperial have been working with European partners such as international car manufacturer Volvo to develop a prototype material that stores and discharges electrical energy. The revolutionary material is strong and lightweight enough to be used for car parts.

It is hoped the material will be used in hybrid petrol/electric vehicles to make them lighter, more compact and more energy efficient. Ultimately, this will enable drivers to travel longer distances before needing to recharge their car. Lead researcher Dr Emile Greenhalgh says, “We are really excited about the potential of this new technology. We think the car of the future could be drawing power from its roof.”

Life changing drug

A NEW drug for multiple sclerosis (MS) promises to change the lives of thousands of people who have the condition, say researchers led by Professor Gavin Giovanonni at Queen Mary, University of London.

The drug Cladribine promises to be the first ever MS treatment in tablet form which will eliminate the need for regular injections or intravenous infusions. 

Cladribine will help stop unpleasant side effects associated with existing therapies.

International fellowship

BIRKBECK, University of London researcher Dr Antima Gupta has been awarded a prestigious fellowship from the UNESCO-L’Oréal For Women in Science Programme 2010. 

Dr Gupta (pictured) has been rewarded for her research on the development of models to test new drugs that help combat antibiotic-resistant tuberculosis. Over 1.7 million people worldwide die from tuberculosis each year.
Space exploration

London is home to the largest team of space scientists in the UK.

Scientists from Imperial College London and University College London (UCL) have revealed spectacular new images that suggest Mars was warm enough to sustain lakes of water three billion years ago. They came to this conclusion after analysing detailed images from NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter currently circling the red planet. The discovery is just one of many of London’s space research projects.   

UCL is also home to the Mullard Space Science Laboratory, the UK’s largest university space research group. Researchers at the Laboratory aim to unravel the mysteries of space by conducting research in subjects ranging from the Earth’s climate to studying the explosive events that occurred at the very limits of the known Universe. Since the Laboratory was established in 1966, its scientists have participated in over 35 satellite missions and more than 200 rocket experiments. 

Elsewhere, King’s College London is introducing a unique new Master’s in Space Physiology & Health later this year. The course will equip graduates with the skills and knowledge to participate in current and future manned space expeditions. A number of bursaries worth £2,500 are available for applicants starting in September 2010. 

Whether it is undertaking research on Earth or preparing to enter space, London’s universities are helping us to understand our universe. 

Only in London

The Royal Astronomical Society promotes the study of astronomy and solar system science. It organises scientific meetings and publishes international research and journals. The Society maintains an extensive library and has nearly 3,500 Fellows, a third based overseas.

Course highlights

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 
Spacecraft Technology and Satellite Communications MSc

QUEEN MARY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
Avionics and Space Systems MEng
KING’S COLLEGE LONDON 
Space Physiology & Health MSc 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON 
Space & Atmospheric Physics PhD 

More courses at www.studylondon.ac.uk
Did you know?

Royal Observatory Greenwich, the home of Greenwich Mean Time, was commissioned in 1675 and its telescope is the seventh largest in the world

(Source: Royal Observatory Greenwich)
HEALTH & PUBLIC POLICY

IN THIS SECTION: 
London is the global centre for health and public POLICY

Pharmacy MRes

THE School of Pharmacy will launch a new Master of Research (MRes) programme in September 2010. The MRes will provide places for up to 30 students who wish to pursue research or a career in the biotech and pharmaceutical industries. The course will be taught full-time and last for twelve months with a mixture of taught courses and research.

Reading benefits

RESEARCHERS at the Institute of Education (IOE) have found that parents who read to their child every day from the age of three are more likely to see their children perform better in their first year of school.

The UK-wide study suggests that children who have daily reading sessions tend to score more highly in not only language and literacy, and knowledge and understanding of the world, but also in maths. The research involved more than 10,000 children who have been tracked by the IOE’s Millennium Cohort Study, a long-term research project to understand the links between social conditions at birth and early childhood and later life choices.

Cancer vaccine

SCIENTISTS at King’s College London have developed a vaccine treatment for Leukaemia that can be used to stop the disease returning after chemotherapy or a bone marrow transplant. The vaccine is due to be tested on patients for the first time. It is hoped the drug, which activates the body’s immune system against leukaemia, could be used to treat other types of cancer.

Global food alert 

COUNTRIES producing food containing harmful bacteria and toxins may be identified quicker using a worldwide food alert system devised by a team of scientists from Kingston University London. 

The team, led by Professor Declan Naughton, hope the easy-to-use computer tool will be used to monitor contaminated products and to prevent dangerous products from being sold to the public. The tool could also provide profiles of individual countries that have problems with food safety, identifying particular contaminants that need investigating such as the high levels of mercury in fish.
Gates Foundation

Life changing research being funded in London.

Malaria research, vaccine development and HIV/AIDS programmes are just some of the research areas within London’s universities that have benefited from recent grants awarded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.      

The Foundation is the world’s biggest charity and has made some major research awards. For example, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) recently received $3 million to improve the treatment of sleeping sickness.

The Foundation has an endowment fund of over $34 billion to tackle some of the world’s most pressing health and development issues. 

Its work in the area of HIV/AIDS is one such example. Royal Holloway, University of London has received funding to support research into new treatments for HIV/AIDS. Professor George Dickson, at Royal Holloway, said, “The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has been pioneering in offering opportunities for blue-skies research towards new treatments for HIV/AIDS”.

While the Foundation funds a wide range of research, the development of vaccines is the Foundation’s biggest area of investment with $800 million awarded each year. Both Imperial College London and University College London have received funds to support their life changing vaccine research. 

One of the Foundation’s largest grants to a London organisation has been the $10 million award to the Malaria Consortium to tackle the infection amongst children.

These funds, and the research undertaken by universities in London, will help make the world a better place, especially for the poorest and most vulnerable. 

Universities in London receiving funds from the Foundation:

IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON for vaccines and agricultural development

KING’S COLLEGE LONDON for vaccine development and HIV/AIDS research

LONDON SCHOOL OF HYGIENE AND TROPICAL MEDICINE for HIV/AIDS and Malaria research 

ROYAL HOLLOWAY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON for HIV/AIDS research and vaccine development

ST GEORGE’S, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON for HIV/AIDS research

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON for vaccine development and HIV/AIDS research

More courses at www.studylondon.ac.uk
Only in London

London based Royal Institute of International Affairs received funding from the Gates Foundation to review approaches for prevention and control of bird flu.

Did you know?

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has an endowment of $34 billion

(Source: The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation)
EVENTS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London www.studylondon.ac.uk
MAY

Chelsea Flower Show 

Experience the colours and smells at this highlight of the horticultural calendar. Explore the fabulous show gardens, inspirational small gardens and vibrant horticultural displays that make up the world’s most famous flower show.

JUNE

Trooping the Colour 

Join The Queen as she inspects the troops in celebration of her official birthday. Trooping the Colour is held on Horse Guards Parade in St James’s Park and is a colourful military parade which began in the early 18th century.

JUNE

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships 

Watch the world’s best tennis players as they bid to win the world’s premier tennis tournament. Be sure to queue early to get your tickets for an event that has grown from a garden party tournament in 1877 to a Grand Slam tournament followed by millions worldwide. 

JUNE

Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition 

Visit the largest open contemporary art exhibition in the world, with a wide range of new work by established and unknown living artists. More than 150,000 art lovers visit this unique showcase encompassing paintings, sculpture, prints and architectural models. 

JULY

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival 

Enjoy the Last Night of the Proms and any one of the 70 nights of classical music performed by top-class artists from across the world. Visit the renowned Royal Albert Hall to hear newly-composed works alongside the classics.

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair
APRIL

London Marathon

London Book Fair

The Camden Crawl

Vaisakhi Celebrations
The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race

MAY

Africa Day Celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

London Festival of Architecture

Taste of London

Camden Green Fair
JULY

Wireless Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

Notting Hill Carnival

London Triathlon
London Mela
SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali Celebrations

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution Christmas Lectures
LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS
In each edition we explore London’s unique treasures, specialist collections and resources. This edition we focus on the London Jewish Museum.
EAST END HISTORY
London has been a multicultural and multi-faith city for centuries, a city where all of the world’s great religions exist side by side. Nowhere is this better demonstrated than the recent opening of the newly refurbished Jewish Museum in London.  

The Museum’s £10 million transformation has created a landmark museum that celebrates Jewish life and cultural diversity. Its new displays and exhibitions tell the story of Jewish history, culture and religion. Their compelling story encourages people from all backgrounds and faiths to explore Jewish heritage as part of the wider story of the UK.

The Jewish community is one of London’s oldest minority groups. The Museum follows the story of the arrival of Jews in the UK in 1066, examining their expulsion in 1290 and their readmission by Oliver Cromwell in 1656, through to today where the Jewish community has established a permanent home in the UK. 

The Museum also catalogues the huge contribution that Jews have made to the city. From banking and business, to fashion, entertainment and food, the city has benefited from the energy and talents of the Jewish community who have settled here from all over the world. 

The story of the Jewish people reflects the experiences of other immigrant groups settling in a new country, seeking to make a new life while retaining their identity and traditions. The Museum brings this experience of immigration to life through internationally important collections of artworks, artefacts and photography, as well as enjoyable interactive displays. 

You can experience the highly evocative recreation of an East End street and tailor’s workshop, which have been brought to life with different characters who talk about their lives at a time when the East End was predominately Jewish. There is also a medieval mikveh (ritual bath) from the 13th century, on display for the first time since its recent discovery in the City of London. 

The Museum is a reflection of how London has changed throughout its history, and how it will change in the future as people from around the world continue to choose London as their home. 
