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WELCOME

London is a global cultural powerhouse with hundreds of museums and art galleries that attract many millions of visitors to the city each year. This makes the city a perfect location for students who are considering a career in arts administration, curation or conservation. In this edition of insight you can explore the range of work opportunities available within London’s vast arts sector.

In recent months we have seen the opening of the new Darwin Centre at the Natural History Museum, which is the most significant development at the Museum since it moved to South Kensington in 1881. The Centre will safeguard 17 million insects and three million plant specimens while also housing the Museum’s research team. 

The Darwin Centre is a perfect example of museums and academia working in partnership. With 200 scientists working within the Museum’s new state-of-the-art laboratories, there are also opportunities for science students to undertake placements to work alongside researchers in areas as diverse as botany, mineralogy and zoology.

It has never been easier for students to get connected in the capital. London is regarded as the world’s most wireless city with a total of 12,300 internet points and in this edition of insight you can read how students are at the cutting-edge, developing new ideas and applications online.

I hope you enjoy reading insight and keeping abreast of the latest developments taking place in London and are inspired to study at the capital’s world-class universities and higher education colleges.

Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

November 2009
In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

LONDON HIGHER - Promoting and Advocating London’s Higher Education
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Bolt of lightning 

THE world’s fastest man, Usain Bolt, prepared for his historic run in the athletics world championships by fine-tuning his training at Brunel University. Usain spent over a month at Brunel before breaking his own world records, in both the 100m and 200m events, in Berlin.

Brunel provided the world record holder with world-class indoor and outdoor athletics facilities. During his stay, Usain gave advice to sports students and emphasised the importance of relaxing before a race. 

Brunel has recently invested £14 million in its sports facilities, ready to welcome the world when London hosts the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012.

ADVERT

IOE London

Leading education and social research

Institute of Education London

So, you’ve been thinking about doing some research in education. Maybe a PhD or a professional doctorate so you can combine research and taught study, plus the chance to focus on your own professional development. But where are you going to find an international community of students, and the option to combine your work and study through intensive teaching blocks in London and distance learning? And where should you look for the most world-renowned scholars in education and social research?

Our vibrant research environment offers a range of resources supporting high quality and successful doctorates in education (PhD, EdD and international EdD). Some of the best in the world in fact. So any questions, just visit

www.askioe.com 

Alternatively, contact our Doctoral School on doc.enquiries@ioe.ac.uk or +44(0)20 7612 6122

Ask IOE
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Classical music 

THE Royal College of Music (RCM) was chosen to host Proms Plus, a series of introductory events before each evening of the BBC Proms, the world’s most famous classical musical festival.

RCM hosted over 70 events, providing a fascinating insight into the season’s classical music and performers. 

The range of free events included a literary festival, a series of detailed composer portraits and a number of enlightening pre-concert talks with musicians.

Founded in 1882, RCM enjoys a reputation as one of the world’s leading conservatoires, providing specialised musical education and professional training at the highest international level for performers, conductors and composers.

New Indian MBA

INDIAN students now have the opportunity to study a new Information Technology Management MBA programme created by the University of Greenwich and the Malaviya National Institute of Technology (MNIT). Students will engage in critical analysis of business and IT management in an international context with a strong focus on managerial decision making.

ADVERT

CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON The university for business and the professions

Do you want to study in The City of London?

· International reputation for research

· Globally focussed

· Located in the heart of the City

With an exceptional reputation for graduate employability a postgraduate defreee from the School of Social Sciences at City University London provides an excellent step up to your future career.

The school offers a number of highly regarded taught postgraduate degree programmes including: Business Economics, Communities, Organisations and Social Change, Criminology, Economic Evaluation in Healthcare, Economic Regulation and Competition, Financial Economics, Health Economics, Human Rights, Information, Communication and Society, International Communications, Political Communication, Refugee Studies, Social Research Methods, Sociology, Surveillance Studies and Transnational Media and Globalisation.

To find out more about studying at City or to book for an open evening, visit our website www.city.ac.uk/social or contact Postgraduate Admissions on +44 (0)20 7040 8512. Alternatively email socscipg@city.ac.uk quoting ref: INSI1109
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Brand development 

GOLDSMITHS, University of London has joined forces with global brand agency The Brand Union to launch a unique international Master’s degree in Brand Development. The postgraduate degree examines contemporary branding and communications methods with a view to understanding their social, economic and political contexts. Key themes such as intellectual property rights, the changing media environment, globalisation and the impact of digital communications are also studied.

Rocket man  

A ROCKET motor which can be fired safely and observed at close range has helped Kingston University London student James Arkwright secure his place in a prestigious international space competition. James will now attend the International Astronautical Congress in Korea to present his design to a panel of aerospace engineering experts.

Stocks and shares
FOUR postgraduate mathematics students from King’s College London have won the Marshall Wace Quant Challenge 2009 to secure prestigious internships at Marshall Wace, one of the leading European hedge fund managers.

The competition is designed to challenge Master’s students from the UK’s leading mathematics departments who are interested in or studying financial mathematics. 

The challenge required the team to devise an investment strategy for an investment manager and ensure that the strategy was profitable for their client. Impressed by the King’s team, the judges complimented them on their outstanding performance.

ADVERT

INTERNATIONAL LIVING | GOODENOUGH COLLEGE

Goodenough College is a remarkable institution. It is based around one of London’s most attractive garden squares and is within walking distance of many of its leading universities and the city centre.

The College provides a residence for over 600 postgraduates from all over the world, offering rooms for single students and flats for those with partners and families within a supportive environment.

The hallmark of Goodenough is diversity, with every academic discipline and over 90 different countries being represented.

Goodenough’s particular strengths are:

· Located in the centre of London

· Secure and friendly environment

· Culturally and academically diverse student body

· Strong College community with broad offer of extracurricular activities.

Come and see us: Tours every Friday at 1pm and every first Saturday of the month at 11am.

Mecklenburgh Square, London WC1N 2AB

Nearest tube: Russell Square (Zone 1)

To find out more visit: www.goodenough.ac.uk 

PAGE 6
NEWS

London 2012 news

London 2012 will need up to 70,000 volunteers to make sure the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games run smoothly and successfully. Volunteers will carry out a range of essential tasks, from spectator services to language services and medical care. 

The organisers will be searching for specialist volunteers with specific existing skills such as sport or medical training. They will also require generalist volunteers and all volunteers will be given training to ensure their skills are of the highest standard. This is a great opportunity for students to learn new skills and impress employers with some London 2012 work experience.

The volunteering spirit has already spread wider than the Games. Many students are already giving their time to help others. Students can even lead on their own projects as part of London Student Volunteering, a two week programme encouraging students to work with their local community.

The official Games-time Volunteer Programme launches in 2010 and students can register their interest now.

To find out more visit: www.london2012.com 

Information management  

ROEHAMPTON University has signed a cooperation agreement with the College of Technology at the Vietnam National University to develop a joint Master’s degree in Information Management.

The degree is the first in a number of Master’s degrees that the institutions will develop together, with a business Master’s next on the agenda.

This is the second South East Asia partnership for Roehampton, who recently established a relationship with the Royal University of Phnom Penh in Cambodia to run a joint MSc in Psychology to help address Cambodia’s shortage of psychology practitioners.

Mayor helps new graduates

THE Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, has launched a new employment and careers website for graduates in the capital. ‘Helping Graduates into Work’ was developed with University of London Careers Group and offers a wide range of information and advice to students leaving the city’s universities.

A unique feature on the site allows graduates to enter their degree subject and access a range of job and career results including the names of potential employers and the salaries offered. The site provides extensive advice to graduates who are looking for work, preparing CVs or attending interviews. 

It also includes information on job fairs in London, internship schemes and other postgraduate opportunities. The Mayor is particularly keen to see more internships created across London, giving students the opportunity to gain that all-important work experience to complement their studies. 

For more information visit: www.london.gov.uk/graduates
Centre of the Cell

CENTRE of the Cell, a unique children’s science education centre, has been launched at Queen Mary, University of London. The Centre is the first in the world to be based within a working medical school research laboratory. Using a series of exciting interactive games, it offers a fascinating insight into the work of scientists and how their research influences real life.

The scientific content within Centre of the Cell is based on the cutting-edge medical research conducted at Queen Mary and more than 80 top scientists have contributed work to the Centre.
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Beefeater’s new clothes

CLOTHES designed by University of Westminster fashion student Poppy Totman have been chosen to dress the city’s famous Beefeaters, the traditional guards of the Tower of London. The clothes were specifically designed for Moira Cameron who became the first woman to join the Beefeaters two years ago. 

The uniform includes a traditional silk jacket and skirt decorated with a print. Poppy also incorporated a modern twist, with a special pocket designed for a Beefeater’s mobile phone. Beefeaters were first employed in 1485 to guard prisoners in the Tower of London and to protect the monarch’s Crown Jewels. 

World Economic Forum honour 

THE World Economic Forum (WEF) has honoured Cass Business School student Fidel Jonah with an invitation to join WEF’s Forum of Young Global Leaders (YGL). Fidel is a co-founder of Freedom Netcentre, a project supporting the South African government, providing computer and internet access to disadvantaged South Africans.

The annual honour recognises the 200 most distinguished young leaders below the age of 40 from around the world. Young leaders are chosen based on their record of professional accomplishments, commitment to society and potential to contribute to shaping the world through their inspiring leadership.

THE LONDON COLUMN

London’s cultural offer just gotbigger with the opening of thestunning new Darwin Centre atthe Natural History Museum. The centrepiece of the new Centre is a giant cocoon that rises up eight storeys and is encased in a glass box.

The magnificent cocoon housesthe Museum’s 17 million insectsand three million plant specimens.Around the cocoon are housed the Museum’s research team of over 200 scientists working in new state-of-the-art laboratories. The public can watch the scientists and get an insight into their work as they collect and name new species; organise collections that are being used to help study malaria; monitor climate change or watch as they decode the DNA of plants and insects.

Also opening within the Centre is a new 12m-wide interactive wall of screens called the Climate Change Wall. The Wall responds to your presence with a dramatic transformation of colour, light and sound to show how humans influence our climate.

Over three million people visitthe Natural History Museumeach year, which is likely to increase with the addition of this inspiring new attraction.
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Solar powered
STUDENTS at Imperial College London will bring renewable power to people living in a remote African village using solar power. 

‘Solar Kiosk’ is an installation designed by students to provide Rwandans with a reliable source of cheap renewable energy.

The kiosk consists of a small hut with solar panels on its roof to produce electricity, which is then stored in batteries. 

A villager will be appointed to run the kiosk as a business and locals will be able to hire batteries to power their lights, radios and mobile phones. The batteries will replace kerosene, an expensive and environmentally unfriendly fuel.

In addition to designing the kiosk, students also raised the funds required to purchase the solar powered technology.
Space award

SPACE scientist Dr Lucie Green has been awarded the prestigious Royal Society Kohn Award for her work engaging a diverse audience with science. Dr Green, from University College London (UCL), won the award for creating a first-class programme of engagement, communication and outreach projects at UCL’sMullard Space Science Laboratory.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS HOUSE

International students house is different…

· Long stay accommodation

· Social activities

· 50% off travel

· Welfare service

· Sports and fitness classes

· Live music venues

· Three bars

· Cultural events

· Talks and lectures

· Reduced price theatre and London attraction tickets

· Educational opportunities

· Parties

· Much much more

MAKE FRIENDS FROM THE AROUND THE WORLD

International Students House

229 Great Portland Street

London, W1W 5PN

Tel: 020 7631 8300

www.ish.org.uk
www.ishevents.org.uk 

PAGE 9
NEWS

Allergy research 

RESEARCHERS at St George’s, University of London have been awarded £4.3 million by the Wellcome Trust to develop a unique class of drugs targeting the root cause of asthma and allergies. The University’s research team has identified chemical compounds that combat asthma and allergic diseases. It is hoped the new drugs will be superior to existing medicines, which mainly relieve symptoms of the two conditions.

Indian honour

INDIAN superstar AR Rahman has been awarded an Honorary Degree from Middlesex University to celebrate the University’s partnership with KM Music Conservatory in Chennai. AR Rahman is best known for winning two Oscars for the music he wrote for the smash hit film Slumdog Millionaire.

Bike design

ROYAL College of Art graduateDominic Hargreaves has designed an innovative full-size folding bicycle. The graduate’s invention is called the Contortionist in reference to the way the bicycle folds. The design has already been shortlisted for a design award and is attracting considerable industry interest. Dominic is also a graduate from Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication, where he undertook a BA in Product Design.
ADVERT

Postgraduate courses in Computing

GET CONNECTED IN LONDON

· Industry led courses

· Enhanced employment opportunities

· Scholarships available

At our Faculty of Computing, Information Systems and Mathematics (CISM) we’re proud of our excellenct reputation, gained from over 25 years experience.

Don’t miss your place in September 2009 and January 2010

Computer Vision and Image Analysis / Electronic Commerce / Embedded Systems / Informatics / Information Systems / IT & Strategic Innovation / Network & Information Security / Network and Data Communications / Software Engineering /  Unser Interaction Design / Wen Development / Games Development

Get Connected with Kingston University London

www.kingston.ac.uk/computingcourses
Kingston University London
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IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL
BUSINESS ETHICS
We ask London’s business students if companies can put ethics ahead of profits.

The twin concepts of ethics and corporate social responsibility (CSR) have become increasingly important in the business world, especially over the last few years. This trend is reflected amongst London’s business schools and many top institutions now offer a dedicated ethics module in their MBA programmes. In fact, there are even whole degree programmes dedicated to the subject, such as London Metropolitan University’s MA in Corporate Social Responsibility.

Simply put, CSR is a strategic commitment by companies to contribute to the well being of society. This encompasses anything from doing work in the community to acting responsibly in business deals. Behaving ethically, whether in one’s own practice, or towards colleagues and clients, is therefore a huge part of CSR.

But are these issues serious business concepts that demand academic study or are they merely buzzwords? Gareth Howells is the deputy associate dean for degree programmes at London Business School (LBS). He argues that CSR and ethics are taken seriously in the business world and consequently in the classroom. In fact, LBS was one of the first institutions to offer a core ethics module as part of its MBA.

Gareth says, “Not only do we offer a separate module, but we also ensure that ethical issues and frameworks are covered in each of the course modules. Most business school professionals would agree that ethics are fundamental and need to be taught.” 

When CSR is combined with other subjects, LBS tutors use real-life situations and case studies to bring relevance and understanding to the subject matter. One case study used is that of a leading international furniture seller and its global sourcing challenge. In many countries where the furniture supplier operates, bribery is accepted - but in the seller’s home country, and many others, it is decidedly not. Consequently, students are asked to consider the ethical implications of adjusting their strategies for different markets.

The economic downturn has placed a lot of pressure on business schools to provide a thorough education in ethics. Gareth explains, “One of the key issues right now seems to be a perception that in some way business schools were responsible for causing the downturn. We don’t agree with this, and it’s not really addressing the broader issues of what happened.” 

Nevertheless, most businesses expect LBS and their counterparts to provide a first-class education in CSR and ethics. Critics argue that those without an ethical mindset would have been amongst those contributing to the recent downfall of the banks. 

In London the standard of ethics and CSR education at postgraduate level has been impressive for a while now, irrespective of the economic climate and the problems it has highlighted. Birkbeck, University of London offers an MSc in Corporate Governance and Ethics which is taught in a lively and relevant way. The course offers a module in the economics and governance of professional football - a world that is in the public eye and one whose ethics are often called into question.

Meanwhile, Imperial College London’s MBA contains the module ‘Public Policy, Business Ethics and Social Responsibility’ which focuses on how policies and institutions can make positive contributions to the wider community. 

Many students take their CSR studies very seriously. So much so that some have signed up to the Harvard Ethics Pledge. The pledge, designed by Harvard Business School, asks those who sign up to act with integrity and honesty in their business lives. In a climate where many people have a pronounced mistrust in the corporate world, the pledge is seen by some as a way to redress the damage that has resulted from the downturn and its many corporate scandals.

That was the thought of Mircea Bucur from Romania, who studied the MBA at Cass Business School. “Intrigued” by the pledge when he first heard about it, he decided to sign the Harvard Ethics Pledge as an affirmation of his positive values in a negative climate. He explains, “In times like this, when people are more troubled than usual, it’s quite a good thing to restate your values and say - this is what I’m doing and perhaps we should all do the same.”

Amber Eng, from the United States, also took her MBA at Cass and she signed the Harvard pledge because, despite its “simplicity”, she felt that the essence of the pledge is meaningful. Amber is also convinced that a study of ethics in one’s business education is vital, as long as it is made relevant. She explains, “I think the best way of learning ethics is through real-life case studies. These topics are not easily taught and grasped, but the ideas need to be discussed so each individual can construct their own moral compass.”

Interestingly though, both Mircea and Amber believe that ethics cannot just be reduced down to a mere course component, and that signing a pledge is not enough if you are to practise CSR in full. They believe ethics should be a core value of the self. Mircea observes, “It’s quite funny because you would think that in 2009 you shouldn’t need to sign an agreement. Most of the points in the pledge are things that any manager should live by.”

Amber agrees. Now working for the Red Cross, she feels that personal responsibility and sensitivity are key components of an ethical business life. She says, “In any career, it is important to realise that you - and only you - are held accountable for your decisions and actions.”
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MANAGE RISK
Read how the city’s universities are training the next generation of actuarial scientists to manage financial risk.

Life is full of risks - but ironically, the profession that seeks to analyse these risks is a very stable business. 

Actuarial scientists manage financial risk and traditionally work in areas such as pensions and insurance. Thanks to recent changes in the economy, actuaries are more sought-after than ever before, and the areas in which they can work are becoming broader. 

Think actuarial science and you might think of someone calculating life expectancy rates for a life insurance company. Whilst that’s still one function an actuary can perform, there are new opportunities open to those in the industry. David Smith is a co-course director of the BSc Actuarial Science at Cass Business School. He explains, “Because of the rise of computer power, actuaries can move into other risk areas like derivatives or general insurance and look into things like global warming.”

Similarly, changes in health and lifestyle in the West mean that actuaries face new challenges. With people living longer, they require more medical assistance - insurance risks that need to be funded. It is down to actuaries to calculate the probability of those risks, along with their costs. 

Pavneet Arora is a third year student from India studying Kingston University’s BSc Actuarial Mathematics and Statistics. It was the opportunity to work with risk which attracted her to the course. She says, “I found out about actuarial maths on an open day and thought the things you could do once you qualified as an actuary were pretty exciting, like deciding what factors are involved in fixing insurance or creating contingency plans.”

She was attracted to studying in London because of the social and professional opportunities here. The city is one of the world’s major finance centres and is home to major insurers like the world-famous Lloyd’s - great for work opportunities. Dr Peter Soan of Kingston University, one of Pavneet’s tutors, says, “Studying in London and then working here puts you at the heart of the global financial structure and gives you an excellent start, especially if you want to work internationally.”

Whether graduates return home to work or stay in London, they will enjoy high job security and a good salary. Now that sounds like a well managed risk.
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IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT
NEWS REPORT
London has a long tradition of producing world-class journalists. Today the city is home to the world’s top media organisations.

In 1851 a young Paul Julius Reuter moved to London from Germany and established one of the world’s first electronic news feeds. Originally focused on the transfer of financial data from the London Stock Exchange to mainland Europe, Reuters (now called Thomson Reuters) has since grown into one of the largest news outlets in the world. 

As a testament to London’s continued importance as a news hub, City University London recently announced the appointment of former BBC Economics Correspondent Steve Schifferes as their first Marjorie Deane Professor of Financial Journalism. Steve will join City’s Graduate School of Journalism to teach the next generation of journalists how to understand financial issues and evaluate their significance - something that will become increasingly important in light of the recent credit crisis. 

Jax Jacobsen, an American student on the MA in International Journalism at City, believes that London is the best place to train and get a better understanding of how the media world operates. 

“I wanted to work in international news, and I felt the best way to get started was to do my journalism MA in a foreign country,” Jax explained. 

Jax chose her MA based on its location in London and City’s reputation as one of the best educational institutions in the world for journalism. “The university’s global contacts within the industry were second-to-none and we were taught by experienced journalists as well as guest lecturers,” she said. 

Although she has since moved to Washington, Jax was one of thousands of international journalists who have made their base in London. During her degree she undertook work placements with the New Statesman magazine and CNN International.

The staggering breadth of journalistic training on offer in London sets the city apart. At Goldsmiths, University of London students can study an MA in TV Journalism, while the University of the Arts London offers both an MA in Fashion Journalism and an MA in Photojournalism. New courses are appearing too, both Queen Mary, University of London and City have launched a new MA in Science Journalism this year. 

Many students graduate to work at companies like Thomson Reuters, which is still based in London and now operates in over 200 cities, supplying news feeds in about 20 languages. It is a company whose international profile perfectly matches that of London’s.
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ART CONSERVATION

Conserving the city’s art and culture for future generations.

London’s Museum Mile stretches through the heart of Bloomsbury, connecting the world-class collections from the Courtauld Institute of Art, located beside the river Thames, to the British Library situated to the north.

The mile that separates the two cultural institutions contains one of the richest collections of museums and galleries in the world and includes the British Museum, Sir John Soane’s Museum, The Hunterian Museum and the London Transport Museum.

These are just a few of the 250 museums and collections that are spread throughout London. Some of them are actually contained within a university, such as the Brunei Gallery at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) and both the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology and the Grant Museum of Zoology at University College London (UCL). This partnership means London is a perfect place for students who wish to study conservation and curation or who want to work in arts and events management.

That was the main reason why Canadian student Amy Drago chose to study at UCL. Its Institute of Archaeology is internationally renowned for its archaeology and conservation courses but it was the work experience offered as part of her course that led Amy to study in London. “The combination of theoretical and practical studies with an internship programme was a fantastic way to study conservation and gain hands-on experience,” Amy explained. 

While studying on the MSc for Conservation in Archaeology and Museums, Amy undertook two very different and rewarding six-month internships. The first was with the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford and the second with the Wiltshire County Council Conservation Service. These experiences proved invaluable, helping Amy secure a job as conservator at the British Museum. 

As you would expect from one of the world’s greatest citadels of learning, the British Museum offers students a vast array of opportunities to undertake volunteering or internships to gain work experience. But it is not the only museum to offer such opportunities, most of London’s museums and galleries offer similar placements. 

The Natural History Museum offers a number of work placements each year spanning the areas of botany, entomology, mineralogy, palaeontology and zoology. Studying at one of the world’s best natural history museums is a perfect way for students to complement their studies in natural science, providing them with an early opportunity to experience their chosen career in practice. 

While conservation of valuable artefacts is extremely important, the display and curation of exhibitions ultimately has the biggest impact on the visiting public. It is estimated that there are 91 million visits to London’s museums and libraries each year, both to permanent collections and to temporary exhibitions. Deciding what is included and how the artefacts are displayed has become an art form in itself. 

This is recognised at the London College of Fashion, a college of the University of the Arts London, who offer an MA in Fashion Curation that gives students the unique opportunity to investigate fashion curation within a professional setting. 

Judith Clark, the course director, highlights the importance of the practical experience which is delivered through the group project each student undertakes. “Students curate an exhibition in the real world,” Judith said. “They have to find a venue and manage an exhibition from beginning to end.” 

The MA is the only fashion curation Master’s on offer in the UK and Judith stresses that the course is highly specialised while also being very international. “Britain has a wonderful reputation in terms of fashion theory and fashion history, and has a tradition of displaying garments within museums,” Judith said. “Our students come from a huge variety of backgrounds and we get people from all sorts of disciplines, not just fashion students but also architects who are interested in the installation of museum exhibitions.”

Judith trained as an architect but her move into fashion curation began when she saw the parallels between the design and dressing of spaces and dressing the human body. This cross fertilization typifies the benefits of studying in a diverse city like London, where the boundaries between disciplines and courses can easily merge to create something new and unique. 

The MA Visual Culture: Creative Practices and Cultural Institutions taught at the University of Westminster is one such example. This unique multi-disciplinary course goes beyond traditional museum displays, giving students an insight into the areas of creative digital technology and urban cultures. 

Other collaborative approaches that have recently been announced include City University’s new MA in Cultural Leadership. The course is a unique collaboration between the Arts School and Cass Business School recognising that arts management is big business. The multi-disciplinary programme teaches students how to handle and manage issues facing the arts and cultural sector, such as the need to become more entrepreneurial, generate income, and improve practical management skills. 

Recent graduate Claire Whitaker is a director of Serious, a music production company. She said, “Completing the MA was a fantastic experience. It enabled me to examine the entrepreneurial structure and what I learned helped me ensure Serious is best prepared for the current challenging economic climate and also to enable the organisation to grow and develop within an ever-changing environment.”

The economy may be going through a tough time at the moment but London’s cultural and creative sector is going from strength to strength.  
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IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON IS PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
CONNECTED CITY

Information technology is big business. We meet the students and graduates working on the latest technological advances.

It is difficult to imagine a world without computers. From the microchips controlling the iconic London Eye to the powerful processors that operate the mobile telephones many of us carry around in our pockets - information technology (IT) has become an essential part of modern life.

With the rise of the internet and mobile communications, the career options for the next generation of IT students are continually expanding. Students can choose from hundreds of IT opportunities in London, whether they want to be a computer analyst, digital solutions specialist, computer programmer, IT consultant or even a web application developer. 

Anvar Nazarov from Uzbekistan is an MSc Digital Solutions student at London Metropolitan University. He knew studying in London would help him develop his career. “London is the most important financial and business centre in the world. IT solutions are very important components to drive companies and business, and to study and work in this environment is very beneficial for my further professional development.” 

It is easy to see why IT students like Anvar are attracted to London. The city’s IT services market is growing at more than seven percent each year and the capital is already home to the largest concentration of IT software and services companies in Europe. 

The city’s IT sector generates an annual turnover of $7.8 billion and the top 25 European software and IT service suppliers are all based in London, from Compaq and IBM to Microsoft and Infosys.

Courses at London’s universities give students both the theoretical and practical experience required for business. For instance, Anvar is now completing an internship within his university’s business incubator, developing IT solutions for local businesses. “I learn a lot in terms of working in the business environment of London and interacting in a multicultural team. At the same time I have a great opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills I am studying.”

At Queen Mary, University of London, Usman Ghani from Pakistan is enjoying the research skills he is learning on the MSc Computing and Information Systems. “The course makes you research-oriented and opens new directions for you to learn and implement your ideas. I now have enough confidence to know I am capable of running an IT business.”

Usman’s course also provides him with the necessary decision-making skills to manage software projects. It’s a challenging but rewarding course. He said, “My course has encouraged me to think and your lecturers expect you to take responsibility for your own learning.”

As technology advances so too does London. The city now leads the way in mobile, broadband and wireless technologies. Such pioneering work and high investment in wireless technology in the capital attracted Thaddeus Eze from Nigeria and Sifan Naeem from Sri Lanka, two students with ambitions to become mobile communications experts. 

Thaddeus Eze chose the University of Greenwich’s MSc Mobile Computing and Communications, a course that has given him the confidence to plan, design and manage computer networks. He said, “I have improved my knowledge of mobile telecommunications architecture, computer network and server security. The lecturers here believe in the students and this helps to bring out the best in us.”

Thanks to his university’s careers service Thaddeus has also joined the university’s IT Support team, giving him the chance to apply his skills in the front line of IT support. 

Sifan Naeem opted for the BSc Mobile and Wireless Computing at the University of Westminster. He was also given the opportunity to gain work experience and he undertook two work placements as part of his course, one as a software developer and the other as an engineering intern. Working on multi-million pound projects has given him a vast amount of experience. He said, “This course has been life changing. I’ve been sent to customer sites in the Netherlands and Turkey to deploy the software I’m working on and to train the customers to use the software.” 

Informatics is another dynamic area of IT. An MSc Informatics from Kingston University London gives students an insight into the science of information processing. Recent graduate Neeraj Chahal from India said, “The course was so flexible. I was able to choose modules to suit my interests, which allowed me to really focus on my career development.” 

During his studies Neeraj met people from all over the world and received a wealth of support. He said, “I enjoyed being with really knowledgeable lecturers, absorbing as much of their experience as I could. I felt like I was being listened to carefully and my questions were always answered.” 

In addition to studying, Neeraj also gained work experience, configuring and maintaining the IT network of a small finance company in the city. Since graduating, he has qualified for an academy training scheme with FDM Group, an international IT service provider that works with blue-chip clients including HSBC, Barclays and the BBC.

Outside of the city’s universities, IT students can also access resources at the Institute of Engineering and Technology (IET), which has more than 150,000 members in 127 countries. The IET offers students free seminars and lectures as well as membership of a professional body once they graduate. 

The future for London’s IT professionals looks bright too, with a large amount of the £4.5 billion predicted to be generated by the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to be spent on IT and telecommunications. As Neeraj said, 

“I really enjoyed being in London. It’s a real hub for the IT industry, so you can get a lot of industry experience.”
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MOBILE POWER

How the city’s universities are joining the iPhone application revolution.

Technology never stands still. In recent years, the internet and mobile phones have revolutionised our lives, and now it is the turn of mobile applications, or ‘apps’ as they are commonly called. Communications specialists believe that these small computer programmes, downloaded to mobile phones, have the potential to change our lives and the way we think.

More than 2 billion apps have already been downloaded from iTunes. With 85,000 apps to choose from, you can download anything from fun games to practical apps that track aeroplane flights in real-time. 

Dr Peter Bentley, a computer scientist at University College London, has developed iStethoscope, an app that turns the iPhone into a stethoscope to measure the heartbeat. The app has been downloaded by millions of people around the world including cardiologists and other medical professionals who use iStethoscope as part of their clinical practice.

The app allows almost anybody to monitor a person’s heartbeat via the iPhone’s microphone which amplifies sound before playing it back to the user in real-time. Sound is also recorded and analysed, enabling users to send heartbeat recordings using the phone’s email feature. 

Since its launch, iStethoscope has been a huge success. Dr Bentley said, “I was amazed when I started receiving emails, phone calls and visits from cardiologists, from all over the world. They were all tremendously excited. Apparently the combination of the excellent hardware of the device with my little program turns the iPhone into a digital stethoscope that works better than most other commercially available digital stethoscopes.” 

As well as monitoring our health, apps can also help boost our creativity. Daisyphone is a music making app developed by Dr Nick Bryan-Kinns, a lecturer at Queen Mary, University of London. This simple tool allows you to create music by pressing on little dots to create musical notes on the iPhone. Thousands of people have already downloaded the app and are sharing their creations with friends or people they’ve never even met. 

Dr Bryan-Kinns believes his app has enormous potential. “There’s much more we can do with Daisyphone. In fact it was recently used by audience members at a concert in Japan to contribute to a live music performance.”

Developing the app was the easy part according to Dr Bryan-Kinns. “Getting people to download your app from a choice of thousands is the hard part. Students considering developing an app need to make it exciting, they need to create a community to help raise the profile of their app.”

Fortunately, creating a buzz is easier in a creative city like London. Dr Bryan-Kinns agrees, “Students in London have a lot of resources they can access - production companies in Soho, theatre groups and art galleries are all on a student’s doorstep here.” 

Elsewhere, researchers at King’s College London have launched an app that measures air pollution. It enables Londoners to access air quality readings while on the move - a very useful tool for people whose health is affected by air pollution. Thames Valley University has developed an app called iUni, which allows students to browse and apply for courses via their phone.

Apps, it seems, are everywhere. Whether they make a big impact on our lives remains to be seen. One thing is certain, London’s students and universities will continue pushing the boundaries of this exciting new technology. 
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IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY RELIGIOUS LEARNING 

HUMAN RIGHTS

We talk to human rights student Fadzai Penny Nyamande about studying and working on projects that will change people’s lives.

When Fadzai Penny Nyamande was a law student in Cape Town, she had already decided to focus on human rights and she felt that studying overseas would offer her a new experience in a different learning environment.

Fadzai, who is originally from Zimbabwe, enrolled on the MA in Human Rights at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies at the University of London where she received a partial scholarship to help fund her studies. 

Being in London has given Fadzai the opportunity to undertake placements to gain that all-important work experience. “I am currently on placement with the British Institute of Human Rights (BIHR),” she explained. “I applied to them and another non-governmental organisation (NGO) working with HIV-positive women and was accepted for both.” 

Working with the BIHR has been a hugely rewarding experience for Fadzai. One of the organisation’s key roles is working with disenfranchised communities in the UK on issues such as equality, social exclusion and community relations. “Working with the BIHR has opened my eyes,” Fadzai said. “I focused on human rights based approaches in the work of voluntary and community organisations. It was inspiring to watch empowerment in action.” 

This practical ethos also extended into the classroom. Fadzai explained, “I enjoyed the practical nature of the course, the simulations and exercises that have to do with real life occurrences and the fact that the lecturers keep their work current and topical.”

The Institute, one of ten that form the School of Advanced Study, strongly encourages students to undertake a work placement because it adds considerably to their understanding of human rights. The Institute can help students find placements through its global network and boasts contacts with over sixty NGOs, including Amnesty International and Save the Children. It also has alumni working at high profile organisations such as the UN High Commission for Refugees and the Red Cross. 

The work experience has led Fadzai to decide she would like to remain in London, “I want to work in the not-for-profit sector, particularly with a small NGO that changes people’s lives.” Fadzai will eventually return to Zimbabwe to use her skills and because, as she succinctly puts it, “Home will always be home.”
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POLICY CHANGE

We uncover the opportunities open to the city’s policy and campaigning students.

Campaign and lobby groups play an essential role in influencing public policy and consequently, the way we live our lives. For example, the policy group Universities UK (UUK) recently helped influence the UK’s new policy for visa regulations, ensuring that the process was as simple as possible for international students. 

Professor Paul Wellings, chair of UUK’s International Policy Committee said, “We are pleased that the Immigration Minister looked at the issues Universities UK raised with the Home Office. Universities are the largest users of the new system, with significant numbers of international students, staff and researchers coming to UK universities.”

In a city that is home to the Houses of Parliament and the UK government, it is no surprise you can find thousands of lobbying groups representing the rights of individuals and companies throughout the world. 

Keiko Nowacka was undertaking postdoctoral research at King’s College London when she joined one of the UK’s leading policy bodies, the Institute for Public Policy Research (ippr) as an intern in the migration, equalities and citizenship team. 

“I would definitely recommend an internship at ippr, especially if you are keen to work in an intellectually and politically charged environment,” Keiko enthused, “The researchers are at the forefront of latest policy research and are experts in a wide variety of policy issues.” Since completing her internship, Keiko has secured a job at Camfed, an international organisation working to solve long-term health, economic and social issues in Africa by investing in girls’ education.  

Besides the ippr, a number of lobbying organisations in London offer internship opportunities, especially to students who can commit time and energy in return for valuable work experience. Policy organisations and pressure groups offer students an insight into the complex working of governments and international agencies. Their research and policy, often assisted by willing interns, will help shape legislation.

Studying politics in London can also lead students into other exciting careers. Nilam Patel, an undergraduate student studying a BSc in Government and Economics at London School of Economics (LSE), undertook a spring and summer internship with the global investment bank Goldman Sachs. He also kept himself busy during the summer by working in the marketing department of a law firm in the city.  

Nilam finds London constantly inspiring. “There’s always the opportunity to develop any interest you have. The LSE attracts prestigious and influential speakers and its location in the capital makes this easier.” Nilam is looking to the future and is planning a career in investment banking or financial and political journalism. In London he will find a wealth of opportunity in both areas. 

With 93,000 international students from 200 countries studying in London, it is no surprise that a number of courses available have been tailored with an international perspective. The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) has one of the largest portfolios of courses, such as an MSc in International Politics and an MA in International Studies and Diplomacy, while Brunel University offers an MSc in Public Affairs and Lobbying.

Kingston University London has made the direct link between politics and campaigning with their MSc in International Political Communication, Advocacy and Campaigning. The course is aimed at students who want to improve their campaigning skills and deepen their understanding of the political process and how they can influence it. 

The course has recently been updated to reflect some of the latest campaigning tools. It examines the role of new communication technologies such as Facebook and YouTube as political campaign tools and the use of text messaging to orchestrate protests. Anita Howarth is the course’s director. She said, “The degree appeals to people who want to work in this area or are interested in understanding it. Students discuss the latest international trends, traditional forms, such as political journalism, PR, advocacy and campaigning, and new forms of political communication such as blogs, Flickr and Twitter.”

For some students London is the only location to study politics, whether it is because they are exposed to an international audience or because of the opportunities available in the city. Where better to begin creating your global network than London, a vibrant, dynamic and international city.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London
www.studylondon.ac.uk

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

Join the Lord Mayor’s procession, winding through 800 years of London history, when the newly elected Lord Mayor makes his way to the Royal Courts of Justice to pledge allegiance to the Crown. Enjoy the Show with 6,000 performers, 200 vehicles, 70 floats and 24 marching bands.

NOVEMBER

London Jazz Festival

Jazz enthusiasts and newcomers come together for an inspiring ten days of jazz, packed with everything from be-bop to beat-box. Take your pick of 192 concerts at 41 venues and listen to some of the world’s best jazz music.

DECEMBER

Christmas Carols in Trafalgar Square

Listen to school and charity choirs as they help raise money for good causes each December. Carols are sung beneath the 20 metre tall Christmas tree donated by Norway every year since 1947 as a token of Norwegian and British friendship.

DECEMBER

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Countdown to the New Year with 350,000 revellers and enjoy a spectacular fireworks display against the backdrop of the London Eye and Houses of Parliament. Big Ben’s famous chimes start the celebrations at midnight making this free event a night to remember.

JANUARY 2010

International Mime Festival 

Challenge your expectations of mime with London’s guide to the best in contemporary, international visual theatre. Quietly enjoy performances at some of London’s most prestigious venues.

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year

Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at

Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge

Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

London Book Fair

The Camden Crawl

Vaisakhi Celebrations

MAY

Africa Day Celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Championships

The Royal Academy’s

Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

London Mela

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Wireless Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical

Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

Notting Hill Carnival

London Triathlon

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali Celebrations

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution

Christmas Lectures
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LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS

IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST

COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON MEDICAL MUSEUMS.
MEDICAL MUSEUMS

On the first floor of the Royal College of Surgeons is one of London’s hidden treasures - the Hunterian Museum. This fascinating museum charts the history of surgery and celebrates our understanding of the human body.

In 1799 the government purchased the medical collection from the surgeon and anatomist John Hunter. The collection, of around 15,000 specimens, forms the nucleus of one of the greatest museums of comparative anatomy, pathology, osteology and natural history in the world. 

Much of it can still be viewed today at the Hunterian alongside newer acquisitions as the collection continues to grow. Over the last 210 years these additions have included a unique collection of surgical instruments and carbolic sprays used by Joseph Lister, one of the pioneers of antiseptic surgery. And in 1909, the Museum received a collection from the Odontological Society of Great Britain, adding thousands of human and animal skulls, teeth and skeletons to its archives. 

The Hunterian is one of over 20 museums and collections in London dedicated to health and medicine. They range from the fascinating Old Operating Theatre, hidden in the roof of a 300-year-old church and the only surviving 19th century operating theatre, to the Florence Nightingale Museum, an award-winning museum that chronicles her work in the Crimea in the 19th century and the creation of the first modern nursing school. 

London’s medical museums area reminder of the great strides inmedical understanding that have taken place in the city. Housed in St Mary’s Hospital is the reconstruction of the laboratory in which Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin in 1928. Visitors can uncover the remarkable story of how this chance discovery, for which he was awarded the 1945 Nobel prize, became a lifesaving drug destined to revolutionise medicine.

And one of the city’s oldest collections examines the use of natural products in medicine. Dating back to 1617, the Chelsea Physic Garden was originally a place to train apothecaries’ apprentices (herbal pharmacists), and later medical students, about medicines derived from herbs, plants and vegetables. 

The Garden is open to the public and is a fascinating example of how past medical practice can be of use today. 
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Student testimonials

 “London is a centre for learning and has the best reputation in the world. It’s also one of the world’s most remarkable cities.

It has something to offer every type of student and is the best place for a foreign student to study English.” 

Shiyao Wang
EDUCATION MANAGEMENT STUDENT FROM CHINA
“London is an astonishing experience. I would recommend London as a city to study in as it is a city offers the best prospects for a youngster and the best place to be to work for a global firm.” 

Antonis Ntatzopoulos
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT STUDENT FROM GREECE
Find your university course in London at: www.studylondon.ac.uk
