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$ 80 BILLION ECONOMIC GROWTH IN LONDON OVER THE NEXT 5 YEARS

THE LONDON ECONOMY IS PROJECTED TO GROW BY $ 80 BILLION BY 2012 AND THERE WILL BE AN ADDITIONAL 700,000 PEOPLE LIVING AND WORKING IN LONDON BY 2020.

2006 - $367

2009 - $404

2012 - $447

GVA (US$ bn)

Source: City of London/Oxford Economics
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WELCOME

Nowhere in the world can rival London as a place to study.

Throughout this magazine, and subsequent editions, you will be able to get a greater understanding of what London, and its world-class academic cluster, has to offer you.

London encompasses so much. It is the world’s greatest centre for global business and finance. It has an unrivalled cultural and creative cluster. It is a science hub attracting researchers from across the globe. And it is a place where health and public policy meet to tackle global and developmental issues.

As a student in London there is also so much to do off campus. London is a diverse and vibrant city that means anyone from anywhere can feel at home. You can enjoy free festivals and celebrations that take place throughout the year and all over London, including the Notting Hill Carnival, Diwali, Eid and Chinese New Year celebrations.

Our cultural richness means that whether your interest is film, music, art, sport, architecture or design you will experience the wide variety of free attractions and events London has to offer.

I hope you enjoy reading this magazine and finding out what makes London’s academic cluster so unique. If you decide to study in London you will benefit from a world-class education in a world-class city.

Ken Livingstone

Mayor of London

November 2007

MAYOR OF LONDON

In partnership with:

LONDON HIGHER

Promoting and Advocating London's Higher Education

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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insight

Welcome to the launch edition of insight, a new quarterly magazine from London that explores the breadth, depth and diversity of London’s world-class academic cluster, from its universities and colleges through to its museums and specialist libraries.

This edition is just the beginning and will leave you with no doubt as to why more international students choose London than any other city in the world, including New York and Sydney, and why London is the best place to be a student.

This launch edition of insight lets you explore, within four overlapping essays, 

● London, the world’s premier international business and financial centre 

● London, cultural and creative capital 

● London, a hub for science and technology

● London, a place where health and public policy converge.

Future editions will provide you with an in-depth insight into these four subject areas, while bringing you the latest news from our universities and higher education colleges including the views of London’s academics and students themselves. You will be able to go behind the scenes and examine the impact and development of this global city as it progresses towards the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, and stay in touch with a diary of London's free events, festivals and celebrations that take place throughout the year. 

You can subscribe for free to insight at www.studylondon.ac.uk and be the first to receive the magazine in your inbox.

We hope this magazine gives you an insight into the wealth of study opportunities and experiences London has waiting for you. Read on to see why London is the number one study destination and the world’s knowledge capital.

● Access to business

Undertake placement, secondment or project work with some of the world’s most respected companies and businesses that have chosen London as their home.

● You are not alone

Join more than 390,000 students. With 86,000 students from over 200 countries, you can study at the centre of the world.

● Working after study

Remain in London with the International Graduates Scheme (IGS), which allows you to work for a year after completing your studies, enabling you to match theory with real-world practice.

● An academic cluster

Stay one step ahead with London’s unrivalled academic cluster of learned and Royal Societies, professional bodies, specialist collections, museums, galleries, libraries and archives that have built up over hundreds of years.

● Number one

In the first ranking of its type, RMIT’s index of the world’s best university cities, London is ranked number one – based on the number of world-class universities as well as its internationally diverse population
(Footnote:) to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

BUSINESS CENTRE

London is the world’s premier city for international business and finance with some of the top business schools in the world.

At just 37, Zhang Wei runs a powerful Shanghai hedge fund. As we catch up with him 6,000 miles away in London, he is about to board a flight to Canada. A company he owns, SPCCC, a steel cable firm, is negotiating an important contract. Wei is confident because he has just won a stunning deal. His firm landed the contract to supply cable for a major new bridge in Los Angeles. Perhaps should come as no surprise that in a globalised 21st century economy in which international business borders melt away, London, the world’s top financial centre, played a pivotal role in Wei’s burgeoning career.

If Wei had not studied at London Business School (LBS) he would never have met the man who is now his business partner, Haifeng Deng. Both arrived at LBS to study the latest management theories in a world-class facility. They came independently and from different backgrounds – Wei was an experienced fund manager, Deng managed 80 billion worth of Chinese foreign reserve. It was LBS that brought them together. Looking back at his time in London, Wei felt it offered him a brilliant opportunity to acquire knowledge and skills while sharing experiences with an international peer group of the highest calibre. “It was really beneficial to me studying in London. London is a real gateway. I met my partner here and the whole experience gave me great confidence.”

Wei points to a tangible advantage studying in a world city like London with its excellent international transport links, networks and connectivity. Having read a thought-provoking book on management, Wei emailed the author, a senior Chinese economist, who happened to be passing through London. A meeting was arranged to discuss theories that have helped him to this day.

Today, London is seeing an increasing number of students like Wei making the vital connections that shape their professional destinies. The reason is simple. What attracts a growing army of high calibre business students is the sheer scale and power of London’s financial services industry. No other city, not even New York, boasts as many foreign banks as Britain’s capital. London is the leading centre worldwide in the supply of ship broking and insurance to the international maritime community. It is also the European centre for the private equity and hedge fund industries. The UK fund management industry is the second biggest in the world after the US and is responsible for a record £3.8 trillion of funds. And no city in the world has attracted as many overseas entrepreneurs, billionaires and investors as the UK’s capital. The world’s high net worth individuals are lured to these shores by a favourable tax climate.

In itself, this does not necessarily provide a reason for studying business in London. But when you add the incredible range of world-class educational institutions and how they consciously take advantage of tapping into a deep reservoir of knowledge and experience on their doorstep, it makes for a convincing case to study for high-end professional qualifications close to the Square Mile, London’s historic financial heart.

Ask Arnold Longboy, the Director of Recruitment and Relocation at the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business. Longboy said that the school, considered among the elite institutions in the world, had Barcelona as its European campus until 2005. “We had to move to London. It is the business and media capital of Europe. We needed to be closer to our alumni.” It is a decision that has paid off. Today, Chicago in the City of London hosts students from 45 nations.

Classrooms within London’s business institutions are internationally diverse. At Cass Business School, one of Europe’s leading providers of business and management education, consultancy and research, there are over 100 countries represented in its programmes. 

Professor Steve Haberman, Deputy Dean of Cass Business School, said: “We see ourselves as the business school for financial services in the City of London. We feed into the city with our research, graduates and events, and we also have very close ties with other leading global financial centres. For example, we offer our Executive MBA programme in Dubai.

We maintain close links with financial services by having senior practitioners from the world’s leading financial institutions teach on our programmes and take on our students for work experience.” A real advantage that UK schools – and London schools in particular – have over US schools is that they are incredibly international. “We have over 100 nationalities represented across all our programmes. This level of international diversity in one place is something you don’t find anywhere else in the world. That’s the real advantage of London. We live in a global world. Business is global. Studying in London gives an individual that vital exposure” commented Professor Steve Haberman.

That exposure to limitless possibilities is a reality in London. In no other city are there opportunities to undertake project work, placements or secondments with such a range of international blue-chip companies. These placements provide students with an indepth look at key management situations and offer them the chance to apply in practice the knowledge they have acquired in the classroom, as well as gaining valuable commercial experience. It is no surprise that the students often go on to work with the company they chose to be placed with. For others the experience offers them the chance to apply their worldclass knowledge back home.

Shyam Narayan Moorthi, now a Business Development Manager at Kliss Trading Pvt Ltd, Chennai, completed an MSc in Shipping, Trade and Finance in 2004-05. He chose to study in London because of its status as one of the world’s leading centres for the finance and shipping industry. He found it provided opportunities to meet like-minded colleagues from diverse cultural and working backgrounds, and to attend lectures delivered by reputed practitioners. After graduating, he returned to the family commodity trading company based in Chennai where he is now a director in charge of business development and finance. “My MSc armed me with the tools required to implement strategies for the company and lead it into the future. There is a big difference between the way I handled business interactions with other companies prior to my degree and the way I handle situations now.” 

The UK professions of accountancy, actuarial advice, arbitration, banking, chartered surveying, fund management, legal services, insurance, maritime services, securities dealing, treasury

management and valuation, among others, have more than demonstrated their world-class status over the years. Supporting their development are a number of professional bodies and training providers, which have evolved for over a century. These organizations continuously refine their exam syllabuses, training methods, post-qualifying education and codes of practice, to ensure the highest standards of technical competence and professional behaviour.

These represent the ‘Gold Standard’ for training and qualification in the financial services industry. In short, those wishing to succeed and be internationally mobile in this global industry should obtain a UK professional qualification.

For instance, the Securities & Investment Institute, which also has offices in Dubai, Dublin, Mumbai, Shanghai and Singapore, develops the qualifications which traders, analysts, fund managers, investment bankers and those working in wholesale finance take. Many of its 30,000 members work in financial services in the City of London and throughout the UK and overseas. Its corporate members include Citibank, Barclays, Deutsche Bank, Morgan Stanley and all the major

financial services players. 

Another example of London’s prominence as the centre for executive education is the Chartered Insurance Institute (CII), the premier professional organisation for those working in the insurance and financial services industry. The CII has over 90,000 members world-wide and provides a continually expanding portfolio of education and qualification services to meet the changing requirements of companies and individuals across the financial services sector.

But studying in London is not just about the financial services. The city is also about entrepreneurship and innovation. There are many colleges in London where new ideas are successfully incubated. One place is the Tanaka Business School, a vital cog within Imperial College, which is best known for world-class research and innovation. 

At Tanaka, 80 per cent of students are from outside the UK. Its risk management and financial engineering courses together with actuarial finance have been exclusively developed for the City. But it is a new collaboration between Tanaka, Imperial College and the Royal College of Arts which business leaders are becoming increasingly excited about. This partnership will combine finance, innovation and product design within one course. It is early days but there is a great expectation that exciting developments are afoot. 

This message of innovation and continual development comes not just from Tanaka, but from the dozens of universities, colleges and professional institutes offering world-class business, finance and management courses in a city that hosts the most sophisticated market on the planet. 
FACTS AND FIGURES

London is one of the world’s largest financial centres and is the single most internationally-focused financial marketplace. 

In London alone, the sector employs around 338,000 people, one third of those working in the sector in the UK. This critical mass of capital and expertise continues to attract international financial institutions seeking a European base for their operations.

Every major bank and financial institution has a significant presence in London and there are more branches and subsidiaries of international banks in London than in any other city in the world.

London’s foreign exchange market is the largest in the world, with an average daily turnover of $2,096 billion or 32 per cent of the global market – more than New York and Tokyo combined.

The UK insurance industry is the largest in Europe and the third largest in the world. London is the world’s leading market for internationally traded insurance and reinsurance. 

The London Stock Exchange is the most international of all stock exchanges with more than 470 companies from over 60 countries. 

A new index (Global Financial Centres Index) suggests that London leads New York in several areas of competitiveness: people, business environment, market access and infrastructure.

(Footnote:) to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
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CREATIVE ARTS

CREATIVE CAPITAL
London’s creative cluster is one of the fastest growing sectors in the city and the ideal place to inspire and showcase creative talent.

Creativity is the lifeblood of London. One short stroll down the South Bank of the River Thames will take you from the bedrock of English theatre, Shakespeare’s Globe, past the world’s most cutting-edge art at the Tate Modern, towards Britain’s leading theatre productions staged at the National Theatre, and onto the Festival Hall, which has celebrated world-class classical and modern music and dance for decades. Take a few steps further and survey the stunning and contrasting architecture London has to offer from one of London’s biggest tourist attractions and finest examples of industrial design, the Millennium Wheel. Take in one of the classic films screening at the National Film Theatre, or one of the many street performances that use the Thames as a backdrop to their art. All this is just a fraction of what London has to offer through its Creative Industries.

London has 167 galleries and museums, 205 theatres, and 7 concert halls that support and showcase a profusion of creative talent produced in this city. It is no surprise that leading cultural personalities like American actor Kevin Spacey, currently artistic director of the Old Vic Theatre, are declaring London to be the ‘cultural capital of Europe’, and why London has long been considered one of the best places in the world to embark on a creative degree. 
London attracts more students from across the globe than any other English-speaking city. Over 86,000 international students from 200 countries are studying in London, and the numbers are growing each year. They are drawn to the UK’s capital not only because of the quality of education, resources and opportunities it offers, but also to take advantage of London’s famously cosmopolitan environment. Multi-cultural exchange of ideas and knowledge are vital for the creative process, which is one of the reasons why the 40 institutions that offer creative subjects in the capital, are producing dynamic graduates who are equipped to contribute to global creative markets.

London is home to the largest community of artists in Europe. Anthony Gormley, Gilbert and George, Damien Hurst, Frances Bacon and Lucian Freud, artists who broke the mould for their generation, have all been nurtured by the city’s institutions, which continue to produce cutting-edge artists. Kajoli Khanna, 20 came from New Delhi to London to study Fine Art at Chelsea College of Art and Design, one of the colleges of the University of the Arts London. “I’d wanted to come to London since I was a child,” she explains. “There is something unique and exhilarating about this city. I have met people from all over the world and have therefore broadened my knowledge of international art through the friendships I’ve made. I’ve also been really inspired by the exhibitions and museums here.” Chelsea College is opposite the Tate Britain Art Gallery, and Kajoli spends a lot of time there. She is impressed by the range of professional sculptors and painters giving lectures at the college, and concludes: “I would never regret coming here. In fact, I don’t want to leave.”

As a student in the city you can rest assured that the creative sector you are working towards is thriving. Creativity in London has never had so much funding and support as it has done in the last 10 years. Both new and established institutions have support from strategic government bodies like the London Development Agency, who are working to ensure that London’s creative sector is performing at its peak. The creative industries are the second biggest sector in London and are expanding at double the average rate of growth for the economy as a whole. More than one in five people living in the city are employed by the creative industries; that is over half a million people. Many headquarters of internationally renowned creative employers are situated in London, including advertising agents Saatchi & Saatchi and the publishers Penguin and Macmillan. It is also the city of choice for many company’s European headquarters like Sony and CNN. The city is the best place to network in the country, if not the world, with over 90% of the UK’s music business activity taking place in London, and with 45% of its advertising agencies and 85% of its fashion designers based in the city. A massive 75% of the UK’s film and broadcasting revenues also come from London. 

The opportunity to do internships is therefore, just a call away. Alicia Lui came from Beijing to study at King’s College London, where she recently graduated from their innovative Creative and Cultural Industries degree. The degree focuses on both the theoretical and the practical sides of arts management, an increasingly important and popular subject. Alicia found the course led to some exiting placements: “I joined the international team at Freud Communications, a leading public relations and marketing company, working on the project ‘China in London 2006’, and, since graduating, I have continued to work for them on a freelance basis. I also went to New York for an internship at a famous image company, Bridgeman Art Library.” Alicia is now organising the 2008 ‘Creative China: Contemporary visual culture, Architecture and Design’, part of the Victoria & Albert Museum’s forthcoming ‘China Design Now’ exhibition, of which King’s College  London is a key partner. “I plan to live in London and China,” she says, “developing the cross-cultural artistic possibilities of both countries. Studying here has made that life-choice possible.” 

London has a dedicated body, the London Centre for Arts and Cultural Enterprise, to ensure there is a continual dialogue between the capital’s creative schools and the arts and cultural sectors. Many institutions have forged direct links with these sectors. The University of Westminster is in partnership with leading fashion retailers New Look and Top Shop, making sure that the UK’s top fashion brands are furnished with the cream of London’s fashion graduates. The Central School of Speech and Drama are directly associated with the National Theatre, where students are given expert advice along with the chance to collaborate on their famous productions. At the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, students (coming from 40 different countries) have the opportunity to be trained by international leaders in their industry. The school is even located within the acclaimed arts centre, the Barbican, where students showcase their talents to the general public.

Artistic institutions also work together so that their students have the chance to collaborate with one another in complementary fields of practice. In 2004, two of the UK’s leading dance and drama schools, Trinity College of Music and Laban Contemporary Dance, joined forces to create Trinity Laban. It is the UK’s first combined conservatoire of music and contemporary dance, and has allowed students in both fields to broaden their skills and expand their creative horizons.

London’s creative institutions don’t simply look towards home-grown talent. They are continually working with the world’s most dynamic creative companies. A good example of this is the leading drama school, Rose Bruford College, who recently acquired the David Bolland film and image collection of worldfamous Southern Indian Kathakali dance troupes. 

Every year London celebrates its creative sectors by putting on internationally recognized festivals. In fact, ever since it staged the legendary Great Exhibition of 1851, London has been recognised as one of the greatest festival cities in the world. Every year in May and June, London’s degree shows attract industry leaders; confident they will find new talent among London’s graduates. London’s renowned festivals and fairs create business opportunities, the chance to network, and to showcase traditional creative sectors, like film (London Film Festival), literature (London Word Festival), art (Frieze Art Fair) and fashion (London Fashion Week), but the capital is also gaining a reputation for showcasing new and burgeoning sectors. London is the gaming capital of Europe and so the London Games Festival was created in 2006 to celebrate this creative industry that is growing at a faster rate than any other. The London Design Festival is another welcome addition to London’s festival calendar. Launched in 2003, it quickly established itself as the ideal showcase for cutting-edge product and industrial design for which London is renowned. Staging 180 events in 120 venues around the capital, it has already registered on the world stage. As Tom Dixon, one of Britain’s foremost product designers, says: “The London Design Festival has become something that people make a special effort to visit.”
London may be the ideal place to inspire and showcase creative talent, but the city is also aware that there is an integral link between business and creativity. For that reason, the Royal College of Art and Imperial College London have collaborated to form Design-London, a £5.8 million project which will create a centre of excellence in design, engineering, technology and business. The courses at Design-London will explore how creativity and business can work together to the benefit of both industries. London is also reaching across the globe, with a major new government-funded initiative called Creative Capital – World City. This exciting enterprise will promote and support the UK’s creative industries expansion into India and China through international Creative Business Centres set up in Mumbai, Delhi, Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. 
While the capital is busy promoting its talent abroad, other countries are equally keen to take advantage of the talent present in London. In 2003, the famous Italian fashion school Instituto Marangoni set up a branch in London, attracted by London’s famous colleges like Central St Martins College of Art & Design, who are known for turning out the best designers in the world (fashion designers Stella McCartney and Alexander McQueen are graduates) and encouraging their fashion graduates to set up their own labels. In 2007, Malaysia’s Limkokwing University of Creative Technology opened a campus in London to take advantage of the creative energy and opportunities the city has to offer, and Samsung has recently opened one of its six design centres in London, recognising that being located in London is vital to maintaining their competitive edge.

One of the reasons why London remains a thriving creative hub is because the educational institutions in the city refuse to stand still. The University of the Arts, a consortium of institutions whose graduates include fashion designers Jimmy Choo and John Galliano, always have exciting projects afoot. One of their schools, Central St Martins, is planning to move the famous art and design college into a state of the art complex in King’s Cross, an area that has been regenerated and is now the gateway to Europe via the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. They are also embarking on a ‘Gallery Without Walls’ , a landmark project in the Parade Ground of Chelsea College of Art & Design, which will display large scale pioneering installations, and that is already set to be London’s premier outdoors arts destination when it opens in 2008. 

Colleges that prepare students for writing careers have also been coming up with innovative courses to respond to the current international publishing market. There has been a boom in creative writing, and institutions like City University have recognised the need to provide a commercially focused Creative Writing MA to ensure their students grasp market trends and forces in order to stay ahead of the competition. 
To enable students to reach the peak of their learning abilities, it is also vital they have access to the best resources possible. For a city steeped in centuries of creative history and learning, it goes without saying that London is a world leader for creative research. There are many lectures and seminars held by professionals like architect Richard Rogers taking place within almost all of London’s cultural institutions. As well as the private and national museums and galleries, most of them free to the general public, there is also the wealth of information kept by institutions like the British Library that houses 150 million items, and the British Film Institute’s National Archives. There are also smaller specialist initiatives to take advantage of, such as the American Film Director Stanley Kubrick’s archives at the University of the Arts London. With resources like these, opportunities to learn more about your field of study will never be exhausted.

In London, the creative arts are continually evolving and just a short stroll along the banks of the River Thames, from Shakespeare’s Globe to the Millennium Wheel, will show you that this has been the case for centuries. 

FACTS AND FIGURES

London’s creative industries annual turnover is £21-29 billion, making it the second biggest sector after financial/business services. 

The creative and cultural sector is expected to be the fastest growing sector in London’s expanding economy to 2016.

There are over 113,000 creative companies in London. 

London is the third busiest film production centre in the world after New York and Los Angeles. London is acknowledged as one of the three global capitals for the advertising industry.

There are 1,500 theatre companies, 1,700 visual arts and crafts groups, 2,500 amateur groups and 2,650 music businesses in London. 

London attracts 22 million visits to performances of music, theatre and dance, and 30 million visits to museums and galleries each year.

(Footnote:) to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

SCIENCE HUB
London has a long and unique status as a scientific and medical centre, and is a major centre of teaching and research in medicine, science and technology.

“A science park with a stock exchange in the middle.” 

This neat description of London from Dr Tony Jones, Director of Biotechnology and Healthcare at London First (set up to promote London businesses) sums up the close and fertile relationship between science and finance in the UK capital.

In the early 21st century, London has risen dramatically to the fore as a global financial centre, competing on equal terms with New York and Tokyo, making it the largest in Europe. Yet less well known is London’s pre-eminence in the scientific world.

Some of the greatest and most pioneering scientists in history lived and worked in the city, including Newton, Boyle, Faraday, Davy and Darwin, followed more recently by Rosalind Franklin and Maurice Wilkins who played a crucial role in cracking the code of DNA. 
Franklin and Wilkins were working at King’s College, London, part of the University of London, and were recognized with a Nobel Prize for their efforts in 1962. This award is just one of eight Nobel prizes that King’s has received, while London as a whole has picked up more Nobel Prizes in physiology and medicine than any city in the world outside New York and Boston.

The city plays host to more than 50 universities and centres of higher education, the greatest concentration of academic institutions in Europe. There are an estimated 10,000 post-doctoral workers, making up one-fifth of the UK’s full-time research staff.

Recent growth in London’s scientific research base has been phenomenal. In biotechnology and medical technology, for example, the number of companies operating in the capital has doubled to more than 200 in the past seven years. The life science industry by itself contributed around 6 billion to the annual GDP of the city, with multinationals such as AstraZeneca and GlaxoSmithKline having global headquarters here, and the large US pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies such as BMS, Amgen and Gilead Sciences electing to have their European headquarters in London. The pharmaceutical industry employs in excess of 6,000 people in London with the wider healthcare sector employing 135,000. 

London’s governing bodies have nurtured and encouraged the world’s foremost scientific companies and academics to make the city their home. For example, the London Development Agency and London First set up the London Biotechnology Network in 2000 to develop the sector. In the field of biotechnology alone, London has 1,300 researchers and five medical schools on 15 hospital sites. The Biotechnology Network, now one of the largest such networks in Europe, enables collaboration between more than 800 organisations across London, UK and overseas, providing a forum for networking, aiding investment, career support for scientists and showcasing of UK and London biotech around the world.

This ‘global nature’, such a distinct feature of London, with its multi-ethnic, multicultural make-up and openness to new ideas, has proved highly attractive to undergraduates and post-graduates from around the world, particularly in scientific studies. At King’s College London, for example, around 4,000 students are from overseas, which is 20 per cent of the total student population, and they com e from more than 130 different countries. Links developed between international students and London employers will be a key factor in the global success both of the individuals and the companies that employ them. This is particularly true for the emerging life science sectors of Asia.

Facilities at the college are already among the best in the UK, with a further £500 million currently being invested in new laboratories, college and student accommodation. “We are undergoing a huge refurbishment of the campus,” says Chris Coe at King’s. “We have the largest centre for healthcare education in Europe and have a truly international student body.”

Besides the college’s role in understanding DNA, researchers at King’s contributed to the development of telegraphy, radar, mobile phone technology and even radio. “We have played a major role in many of the scientific advances that shape modern life,” says Coe. In total, King’s owns five campuses in central London and is home to five Medical Research Council centres: “That is more than any other university,” he notes. Today’s cutting-edge work focuses on areas such as stem cell research, issues in allergies, autism, nutrition and cancer, each of them pressing concerns in global healthcare.

Many of the London universities have ‘technology transfer’ offices, where developments in (for example) stem cell technology can be presented to potential financial backers including venture capital investors, allowing them to give early-stage funding to scientific developments which may prove to be highly influential and lucrative. Companies such as Ark Therapeutics grew out of the University College London Business (UCLB) unit. It is now listed on the London Stock Exchange. According to the London Development Agency, there are more biotechnology venture capital groups in London than in the next 10 largest European cities put together.

Business managers work closely with students and researchers in order to assist in commercialising research. “This is very useful if a graduate wants to go into industry,” said Anne Lane, Executive Director at UCLB. Another UCLB project was successfully integrated into the UK’s National Health Service (NHS) IT programme. The NHS concentrates a large proportion of its resources in the capital, conducting 70 per cent of its research here. The city is the undisputed centre of European medical research, hosting an estimated 60 per cent of the continent’s clinical trials. 

UCLB collaborates with a wide range of research organisations in London, including the institutes of child health, neurology and ophthalmology. “We exploit any IP that comes out of these institutions,” says Lane. “We also have very good relations with our counterpart in the public sector, NHS Innovations.”

As a result, science students in London are not only at the centre of a world-renowned

city of academic excellence, but close to the heart of commercial innovation and progress, opening up the possibility of contact and collaboration with many of the largest and most forward-thinking scientific-based companies in the world. Start-up companies have been spun out of the technology transfer units such as Imperial Innovations, King’s College Business Ltd, Queen Mary Innovation and Enterprise and UCLB among others. Most recently, Imperial College launched a £7 million BioIncubator facility, with 12 wet laboratories, 16 private offices and a suite of meeting rooms. The facility can host up to 15 start-up companies, who receive commercial advice and mentoring. 

London’s geographical and economic position in the world has proved to be a massive asset: it is clearly viewed as a pivotal point between the US and Europe, with the advantages of the English language, a shared (if slightly different) culture, and long-standing and robust trade links with America, along with membership of the European Union. Scientifically, many of the biggest advances made in the States have had contributions from UK scientists. Links with eminent scientific establishments in Asia, Australia and elsewhere are equally strong.

There are a vast number of specialised teaching and research institutions within London. The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine has a long history of pioneering research, the Institute for Cancer Research has made several significant breakthroughs, and The School of Pharmacy collaborates closely with the many multinational pharmaceutical companies present in the city and internationally. 

Having such a concentration of academic research and industry in London has acted as a magnet for smaller scientific-based companies from around the world. As one Finnish research company business development director puts it: “Most of the big pharmaceutical companies are close by and clients want to see you in person. It is easier for us and them to meet in London for a couple of hours than have them come to Finland.” 

Transport links by road, rail and (most importantly) air are better in London than almost anywhere else on earth, meaning that meetings are easier to set up and travel times are shorter and simpler between destinations than most other cities can boast. And while Oxford and Cambridge both have major scientific research clusters, these cities are each little more than an hour away from London. Such transport links mean that when you are in London, you are no more than 1.5 hours away form 80 per cent of the UK biotechnology sector in the so-called Golden Triangle. The international air and rail links also mean that you are less than three hours away from the majority of the European biotechnology sector.

The resources available to support scientific research in London are phenomenal. The Wellcome Trust, for example, is the world’s second-largest medical research charity, making millions of pounds available each year. The government-funded Medical Research Council also has a huge annual budget to fund scientific research. 
As if these formal sources of support were not enough, Londoners – whether science students, researchers or simply curious members of the public – have access to an unequalled array of scientific meetings, lectures and conferences throughout the year, held by the 30 museums dedicated to science and medicine, by organisations such as the Royal Institution, the Wellcome Trust, the British Library, Science Museum or The Royal Society. There are typically more than 100 scientific events taking place in London each month, usually advertised through Nature Network London, a leading science publishing group. Nature Network London is the only other location-based network in the world after Boston.

And then, even if you ignore the wealth of scientific research, the vast resources of the financial sector and the concentration of cutting-edge industrial giants, “London is simply one of the best cities in the world,” as UCLB Executive Director Anne Lane puts it.  

Figuring out reasons to study in London? It’s not rocket science.

FACTS AND FIGURES
London has the largest concentration of IT software and services companies anywhere in Europe.

About half of the world’s internet routes can be accessed through The London Internet Exchange (LINX), the largest and most significant internet exchange point outside the US.

The latest edition of the European Cities Monitor lists London as the top location in terms of IT infrastructure. 

19 of the top 25 software and services suppliers have their headquarters in London. 

There are more biotechnology venture capital groups in London than in the next 10 largest European cities put together.

Imperial College London has launched £7 million BioIncubator facility with 12 wet laboratories, 16 private offices and a suite of meeting rooms. 

The pharmaceutical industry employs in excess of 6,000 people in London with a wider healthcare sector employing 135,000. 

London has 30 museums dedicated to science and medicine. One the largest is the Science Museum, its library contains over 600,000 items of international importance.

(Footnote:) to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
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GLOBAL CLINIC

London’s historical links and multi-cultural population put the city in a unique position to explore issues of health policy through research and implementation.

“Every family, every home in my village has lost at least five people to HIV. There’s a whole generation of kids growing up without any direction.” Cleopatra Mukula’s desperate portrait of the effect the HIV virus has had on life back home in Kenya may shock many in the West. But it will be familiar to many African students. For her, the prospect of being able to improve the lives of those back home is what has driven her through undergraduate and postgraduate study in London. “My focus has always been Africa,” she said, “I want to go back home with my skills and transfer what I have learnt to my people.”

This desire to build capacity in the home country, and make life better for the people there, is what drives many international students who come to London to study healthcare and public health-related subjects. And there is nowhere better in the world to do it.
London is a vibrant cosmopolitan city with excellent academic institutions and learning facilities. No other city in the world has more than two world-class medical schools – London has five. It is Europe’s largest centre for clinical trials and there are more than 50 clinical research organisations based here. 

The first consideration for students is naturally the quality of the institution and the teaching and research it provides. In the prestige stakes London scores well. Of the six UK institutions in the Times Higher Education Supplement league table of the top 30 biomedical universities in the world, three are in London (Imperial College London, University College London and King’s College London). And two more, Oxford and Cambridge Universities, are around an hour away by public transport. 

But apart from the big hitters, there are smaller and more specialised centres that are extremely highly regarded in their fields. The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) – which was founded in 1899 by Sir Patrick Mason, the godfather of tropical medicine – attracts many international students. 

Dr Andy Sloggett, who runs MSc courses in demography health as well as reproductive and sexual health research, said that students want the mark of quality on their degree.

“Having a well thought of qualification is very important for them so it has to be a prestige place – of which London has plenty,” he said. 

According to Dr Sloggett, the sexual health course is particularly popular. “It fits in with a lot of World Health Organisation and United Nations programmes around the world,” he said.

His students often end up working in high-profile positions at international organisations. Nina Hakamies is from Finland and did the sexual health MSc. It helped her to land her current job in the reproductive health field with the World Health Organisation in Colombo, Sri Lanka. She said she was attracted by the shorter duration of her course and lower costs compared to American institutions.

Another student, Peter Kinross is full of praise for the sexual health course. “I’ve never worked or studied with a group with so varied talents and personalities, and of course, at the LSHTM – from so many different countries,” he said. 
Some come to study in London while already in high-profile careers. Dr Sloggett has even had the Health Secretary of the Pacific nation, the Republic of Kiribati on his course. 
Another gem at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine is its diploma in tropical nursing, run by Claire Bertschinger. It is hard to find a more inspiring figure. Ms Bertschinger was working in an Ethiopian aid camp in 1984 when the BBC filmed her daily struggle to help the people there. With resources limited, she had the awful task of deciding which starving person would receive help and which would be left to die. 
The singer Sir Bob Geldof was inspired by her to start Live Aid. “In her was vested the power of life and death,” he said at the time. “She had become God-like and that is unbearable for anyone.” 
Now her course is a magnet for those who want to follow in her footsteps. “It’s to prepare nurses to work in the developing world. There aren’t really any similar courses,” she said. “Organisations like Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) insist that nurses obtain it before they will take them on their books.” 
Her students learn how to recognise and treat tropical diseases as well as how to use basic laboratory equipment such as microscopes for diagnosing conditions like malaria and anaemia. They also learn the practicalities of working under difficult conditions. Many of her students end up working for MSF, Merlin, Save the Children and the Voluntary Service Overseas.

Apart from a great academic experience, London can offer fantastic extra facilities for students. There are 27 institutions offering tertiary health education or training to 49,000 students – 6,000 of whom are from overseas. Research and teaching is done by 4,500 researchers and research students, and there are 75 public sector hospitals and 46 private hospitals in the city. That is a larger concentration of medical facilities than in New York, Boston or Paris.

The UK’s National Health Service, the third largest employer in the world, trains 40 per cent of its students in London. 
That concentration of health expertise and research means that the city has world-class academic resources. The King’s Fund library is an internationally regarded source for literature on health policy and public health, and is free for anyone to use. The Wellcome Library, funded by the research charity the Wellcome Trust, is one of the best places in the world to study the history of medicine. It has over 750,000 books and journals, an extensive range of manuscripts, archives and films, and more than 250,000 pictures.

Three other world-class institutions that are within arms reach if you need specialist information are the London School of Economics, the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) and the Institute of Child Health (part of University College London).

With so many institutions and organisations clustered together, there are many opportunities for academic collaboration. One such collaboration is the King’s Centre for Military Health Research run by Professor Simon Wessely of the Institute of Psychiatry and Professor Christopher Dandeker at King’s College London. The centre offers an MSc in War and Psychiatry. Work at the centre has focused on the physical, social and psychological effects of recent wars on service personnel. 
Another collaboration between researchers at The School of Pharmacy and Imperial College has developed a way to produce medicines more affordably. The process involves making improvements to the molecular structure of existing expensive drugs. The changes mean that the drug is now technically a new product and so does not fall foul of patent legislation. One collaborative project that is just getting off the ground is the Bloomsbury International Development Centre. The centre will focus on fostering interdisciplinary research by staff at six colleges within the University of London. It will offer new post-graduate courses and has ties with non-government organisations (NGOs) and government. The six institutions involved are Birkbeck, the Institute of Education, the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, the Royal Veterinary College, SOAS and The School of Pharmacy. 

There are also collaborations with NGOs. The Institute of Gerontology at King’s College London has recently completed a major report sponsored by the charity Help the Aged. ’What makes a city age-friendly?’ is part of a World Health Organisation initiative on age-friendly cities, which involves 33 projects internationally. Against the backdrop of the world’s population becoming more urbanised, the research looked at how services like transport, health, community support and public spaces can be adapted to better serve older people. 

London’s ethnic diversity and large number of international students means that wherever you come from, you can find part of home here. With 90 different ethnic groups, London is an ideal place to trial new drugs. The diversity means that doctors conducting trials can be sure the success or failure of a drug is not simply due to a genetic quirk of the group of people it was tested in. London is Europe’s largest centre for clinical trials. 

Cleopatra Mukula says she has got a lot out of London during her time here. While doing her course, the Kenyan student volunteered to work with the AIDS charity the Terrence Higgins Trust. The devastating effect the virus has had on her own country has helped her work in London she said. “Because I have had this personal experience, I try and help other people in a manner that I understand. You have to have an acute cultural understanding of the people you are trying to help. That means comprehending the stigma attached to the disease while acting with discretion and sensitivity to overcome it.” She said London’s position as a hub for AIDS research and policy has helped. She has attended numerous events, seminars and conferences here, and has links with the National African HIV Prevention Programme and the African HIV Policy Network.

For Cleopatra, London has meant much more than just a good degree. “If you come to England and just sit and do your degree, you go back with a piece of paper,” she said. “But if you seize the opportunities that are on your doorstep, you can go back with much more than just a certificate.”

FACTS AND FIGURES

London has one of the largest concentrations of medical facilities the world, covering both public and private hospitals, universities, medical schools, specialist institutions and research institutes.

London is the leading centre for clinical trials in Europe with more than 50 clinical research organisations located in the capital.
The King’s Fund library contains over 35,000 volumes on public health, professional development in health leadership, healthcare management, healthcare system reform, and UK government health literature.
The library offers an online service, which allows users to search over 80,000 articles.

The Wellcome Trust Library has over 750,000 books and journals, an extensive range of manuscripts, archives and films, and more than 250,000 pictures to aid study of the history of medicine. 

University College London’s Institute of Child Health, based at Great Ormond Street Hospital, is the largest centre for research into childhood illness outside the US. It is an international centre of excellence treating sick children and teaching training children’s specialists.

London’s cluster of over 25,000 registered charities offer a wealth opportunities for placements, work experience and employment. 
(Footnote:) to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk
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