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Distinguish yourself

In the top 25 universities worldwide*, a premier institution with over 175 years of excellence. A place to be inspired and educated by leading experts and experience outstanding cultural, research and career opportunities in the very heart of London.

*THES-QS World University Rankings 2007
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WELCOME

London is the world’s most diverse city with more nationalities and languages spoken than any other city in the world. This multi-cultural diversity is reflected in the range of free festivals, events and celebrations that take place throughout the year.
In February, you can take part in the largest celebration of Chinese New Year outside Asia including a parade with lion and dragon dancers and the best of traditional and contemporary Chinese arts and entertainment. Read more about this celebration on page 24.

Trafalgar Square, often considered the heart of the capital, plays host to many of London’s celebrations. In April, 30,000 Londoners join together to celebrate Vaisakhi, the Sikh New Year Festival, with performances from a variety of London gurdwaras (Sikh temples) followed by a day of live music. Each August Trafalgar Square becomes an outdoor stage with a summer-long programme of free live events. The programme showcases the historic setting of Trafalgar Square and London as a dynamic, diverse and modern city through engaging arts performances, outdoor film screenings and live music. In October, the square hosts Diwali celebrations where it is transformed by magical light displays, floating lanterns, music and dance performances. And in December, the square hosts groups performing Christmas Carols by the traditional Christmas tree, a gift from the Norwegian Embassy.

Elsewhere in the capital the Notting Hill Carnival, the biggest festival in Europe, takes place each August. The Carnival is a weekend of celebrations and is one of the Capital’s cultural highlights. London has a thriving Caribbean population and the carnival is a unique opportunity to sample the sounds, tastes, fashion, floats, dance, and creativity from the 19 islands in the Caribbean.

As a student in London you can join in and enjoy the festivities to gain a taste of the world’s cultures in one city.

Ken Livingstone

Mayor of London

February 2008
MAYOR OF LONDON

In partnership with:

LONDON HIGHER

Promoting and Advocating London's Higher Education

Supported by LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
Working for the Mayor of London
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IN THIS ISSUE
Welcome to the first edition of insight, a new quarterly magazine from London that explores the breadth, depth and diversity of London’s world-class academic cluster, from its universities and colleges through to its museums, libraries and specialist collections. Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk for a full listing of London’s universities and courses.
In this edition you will learn how London supports its entrepreneurs, helping them to start up their own businesses from ideas they have developed on campus and on the catwalk. We report on the breakthroughs in stem cell research taking place across London and explore how London’s institutions are contributing towards the UN’s Millennium Goals.
Subscribe free to insight at www.studylondon.ac.uk and be the first to receive the magazine in your inbox.

insight is produced by London Higher four times a year. The editorial content of insight is produced by the Study London team.
London Higher, Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU

For editorial enquiries please email press@studylondon.ac.uk
For advertising enquiries please email advertising@studylondon.ac.uk
insight is printed on 75% recycled paper.

Credits: Some facts have been supplied by Visit London and HESA data.
Cover image: Fatpipe.
insight is designed and printed by Engage Group

www.engagegroup.co.uk

The views in insight are not necessarily those of London Higher. Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of material published in insight, London Higher does not accept responsibility for the veracity of claims made by contributors or the advertisers. All material is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved.
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Recycled bicycles for Africa

A group of resourceful design students from Goldsmiths, University of London, have delivered 300 restored bicycles and £200 worth of tools to a school in Ghana, West Africa.

Greasefingers (pictured), a group of self-confessed cycle fanatics from Goldsmiths, have collected abandoned bicycles and unwanted parts for the last 18 months to renovate and repair them in their London workshop. The bicycles have been donated to a school in the Greater Accra region of Ghana to provide transport and mobility for pupils and staff. The group have also sent tools and spare parts to create a workshop and facilitate the teaching of new skills.

Nobel Prize award for London alumnus

A London School of Economics (LSE) alumnus, Professor Leonid Hurwicz (pictured) was one of three winners of the 2007 Nobel Prize for Economic Science. Professor Hurwicz studied for a PhD in London in 1938 and was co-awarded the prize alongside Eric Maskin and Roger Myerson ‘for having laid the foundations of mechanism design theory’.

Mechanism design theory allows us to distinguish situations in which markets work well from those in which they do not. It has helped economists identify efficient trading mechanisms, regulation schemes and voting procedures. Today, mechanism design theory plays a central role in many areas of economics and political science.

The award means that 14 former LSE staff or alumni have been awarded Nobel Prizes.

New health science centre
IMPERIAL College London has joined forces with two of the UK’s leading National Health Service Trusts, Hammersmith Hospital and St Mary’s, to form the UK’s first Academic Health Science Centre.

The Centre is one of the largest portfolios of health services in the UK and expects to treat more than one million patients a year, offering more than 50 clinical specialities, from conception to end of life care.

The pioneering venture will integrate healthcare services with teaching and research, an internationally proven approach to offering the world’s best healthcare. It will have an annual turnover of £760 million and employ 9,700 staff.
Professor Simon Smith, principal of the faculty of medicine at Imperial and newly appointed chief executive of the Academic Health Science Centre said, “Our fusion of healthcare, research and teaching is breaking down barriers. It’s about being clever in two different ways, and being joined up in our approach to both. We must be good at discoveries and inventions, but we must be positive and quick at introducing these advances into our healthcare system.”

Collectively the three organisations already have a world-leading reputation. Hammersmith and St Mary’s are rated second and third best trusts for clinical performance, quality of care and safety while Imperial College is ranked fourth for biomedical research in the Times Higher Education Supplement’s World University Rankings.
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LONDON 2012 NEWS

With just seven months until the Olympic and Paralympic Flags are handed over from Beijing, preparations are already well underway in London. As well as building the world-class facilities to the host the Games, London and the UK will open their arms to the world with a four-year Cultural Olympiad showcasing our unique internationalism and cultural diversity.
The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone said, “The 2012 Games are a tremendous opportunity for London to display why it is the world leader not only in finance but in culture and creative industries. London’s population reflects every nationality from around the globe and this feeds its own long historic culture and creativity. Whilst sport will be at centre stage, the London Games will see the most creative, diverse and colourful programme of cultural events ever seen at London’s famous landmarks, in its streets, squares and parks.”
The Cultural Olympiad will bring together culture and sport, encouraging a wide range of audience participation when the streets of London become alive with animated and humanised public spaces, through street theatre, public art, circus skills and live big screen sites. It will offer unprecedented opportunities for emerging talents to work alongside great artists, musicians, dancers, performers, singers and other creative professionals.
www.london2012.com

Happy birthday

THREE of London’s universities recently celebrated milestone birthdays. The Courtauld Institute of Art is celebrating its 75th anniversary year with their world famous collections on show in a number of exhibitions. The Courtauld was the first of its kind when it opened in 1932 and is one of the world’s leading institutes for teaching and research in the history of art and conservation.
Imperial College London celebrated the centenary of its foundation with a ceremony in the presence of Her Majesty The Queen. Imperial plans a year of events to celebrate its ongoing commitment to quality of life improving research worldwide.
The Royal College of Music celebrated its 125th anniversary year with concerts showcasing some of the finest English music composed during the College’s lifetime.

Formed in 1882, it has a reputation as one of the world’s leading conservatoires, providing specialist musical education at the highest international level for performers, conductors and composers.

Developing economic strategies
QUEEN Mary, University of London has joined forces with the Finance & Accounting Group at Imperial College London to conduct a research project that will help governments and central banks make more effective economic policy choices.
The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) funded research promises to enhance the implementation of trading and hedging strategies in financial markets. The research is based on finding accurate ways of breaking data down into trends and cycles, and assessing the persistence of these patterns.
The project will develop new tools for government economists, central bankers and those involved in the international financial markets. Other applications will also be possible, for example, determining whether substantial global warming is happening or whether the temperature increase is part of a long cycle.
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Life saving award

TALENTED Royal College of Arts innovators have won one of the world’s most prestigious design awards for a life-saving device. The design team of Philip Greer, Graeme Davies, Chris Huntley and Lisa Stroux from the Industrial Design Engineering Department was awarded one of five INDEX Awards given by the Danish government for international life improving design.

The tool can be used in emergency situations by paramedics as well as bystanders who may not have first aid training. Called “Tongue Sucker” (pictured), the device is a small plastic chamber with a bulb-shaped air reservoir which allows untrained bystanders at the scene of an emergency to keep the airway of an unconscious person open.
The INDEX jury awarded the €100,000 (£68,000) prize to the RCA team, praising their device for its simplicity, its low-tech solution and its low cost.

China in London

LONDON South Bank University is to open The Institute at its campus in partnership with two Chinese partners – Heilongjiang University of Chinese Medicine and Harbin Normal University. Confucius was a Chinese philosopher, statesman and scholar, and was one of the most influential thinkers in ancient China. Opening in September 2008, The Confucius Institute will be a non-profit making education institution sponsoring courses in Chinese language, culture and medicine, as well as Chinese massage and acupuncture. Courses will be taught in both Chinese and English. This will be the third Institute to open in London, the others being at the School of Oriental and African Studies and London School of Economics.

THE LONDON COLUMN

The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, is the Chair of the C40, group of the world’s largest cities committed to tackling climate change. The Mayor established the group in 2005, recognising that while leadership from national governments is crucial in tackling climate change, practical action should be driven by large cities that are among the most significant sources of greenhouse gas emissions in the world, consuming 75 per cent of the world’s energy.
The cities aim to pool their buying power to help lower the prices of energy saving products and hasten the development and uptake of new energy saving technologies. They will also mobilise expert assistance to help cities develop and implement programmes that will lead to reduced energy use and lower greenhouse gas emissions.
At the C40 cities climate summit in New York, the Mayor joined President Clinton and mayors from world cities to announce the creation of a global Energy Efficiency Building Retrofit Programme – to cut carbon emissions by making existing commercial buildings more energy efficient.
Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, said, ‘This summit has been a fantastic success with a real sense of purpose. The biggest cities from all over the world have come together to share ideas and learn from each other.”
Work has already begun in London. The Mayor has confirmed that eight companies from the UK and abroad have been shortlisted as part of the tender process to make the Greater London Authority Group’s buildings more energy efficient. The announcement ensured that London is the first city to sign up to the scheme.
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Commercial partnership with China

THE first collaborative research and knowledge transfer partnership between China and the UK has been launched. Led by Queen Mary, University of London, Innovation China UK (ICUK) is a unique collaboration between five British and more than twenty Chinese higher education institutions. It supports academic and business partners to forge collaborations, fund proof-of-concept research, and commercialise joint intellectual property across the UK and China. Other ICUK London partners are King’s College London and the Royal Veterinary College, University of London.
ICUK will support collaborative research in areas such as: energy; climate change and sustainable environment; infectious diseases; biomedicine; drug discovery, including traditional Chinese medicine; nanotechnology; material science; and space technology. ICUK will also deliver support, lower barriers and facilitate the commercialisation of UK-China research outputs.

Greener engines for India partnership

A research project to develop alloys for use in greener aircraft engines was the winner of a new UK-India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI) Major Award. UKIERI aims to improve research and education links between India and the UK and is supported by £12 million from the UK government as well as by major industrial sponsors.

The alloys, to be developed by researchers at Imperial College London, the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore, and the Indian Institute of Technology Bombay, will lead to engine components that can change shape or position at a particular temperature. The team hopes that these could replace mechanical moving parts in aircraft, leading to reduced engine weight and increased energy efficiency.
There will be five studentships contributing to the project, two funded by Imperial and three funded by the Indian Institute of Science. Rolls-Royce plc will also collaborate on the project, working with teams from Imperial College and the Indian Institutes to design ‘self-actuating’ components suitable for use in aero engines, likely to be applied initially to noise and emission reductions systems.

Shipping, Trade and Finance award

A new prize sponsored by the Onassis Public Benefit Foundation has been launched by the Centre for Shipping, Trade and Finance at City University’s Cass Business School in London. The $250,000 Onassis Prize in Shipping, Trade and Finance will be awarded biennially starting in 2008, and will recognise lifetime contributions to the subject by leading academics.

Professor Costas Grammenos, the inspiration behind the prize, said, “Onassis is a legend in shipping, trade and finance, and these are the subjects we research and teach at Cass. The City of London has been the principal international hub for shipping, trade and finance over the last three centuries and is a fitting home for the Onassis Prize.”

The International Centre for Shipping, Trade and Finance was founded at London’s Cass Business School in 1983 to provide the first specialist MSc degrees in these disciplines. The Centre has undertaken pioneering research in shipping finance, shipping risk management, commodity trade and finance and logistics. It has also established a platform for international dialogue between academics, businessmen and policy makers.

Did you know?
More than 4,000 maritime organisations are based in and around London 

(Source: maritimelondon.com)
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Star student wins award

MIDDLESEX University student Payal Gaglani (pictured) recently won the International Student Award 2007 for the London region. Organised by the British Council, the prize rewards international students for their contribution to life in the UK while living and learning here. Now in its fiffth year, the competition attracted 2,200 entries from across the UK.

Payal’s award-winning letter talked about the daunting process of making a career choice and her life-altering experience as an international student in London. She has lived in India, Dubai and Canada and came to London for an MA in Human Resource Management.
Payal commented of her time at Middlesex, “The students come from all parts of the world and the professors have a lot of valuable experience to share. The degree is highly regarded and the teaching standards and style really make an impact.”

The awards were judged and presented by shoe designer, Jimmy Choo, and although the prizes did not include his designer shoes, Payal did receive £1,000 and a trophy. Payal said, “It was truly an event that celebrated the victories and united the experiences of international students.”

Did you know?

London is home to 86,000 international students coming from 200 countries. This makes London the most popular city in the world for studying.

(Source: London Higher)

Teaching the teachers in Malaysia

KING’S College London will provide intensive training for Malaysian head teachers under a major new agreement signed by the College and the Malaysian Government’s Ministry of Education. 

King’s will provide head teachers with appropriate training and experience in English schools to prepare them for their new roles in Malaysian schools. The training programme was designed by the Department of Education & Professional Studies at King’s, which has 20 years of experience in implementing school-based management in the UK. It will give students a broad set of leadership and management skills with a clear focus on the expertise they will need in the context of decentralisation and school-based management. Successful completion of the programme will result in the award of a Certificate in School Management and Leadership.

King’s enjoys strong links with the country with around 140 Malaysian students and a partnership with the University of Malaya, to promote exchanges between students and staff.
Did you know?

Almost 20% of Malaysian students studying in London choose engineering and technology courses.

(Source: London Higher)
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World solar challenge
A team of staff and students from University College London (UCL) came 11th in one of the world’s toughest engineering tests, the Panasonic World Solar Challenge. The biennial event challenges teams to build their own solar-powered cars and race them over a gruelling 3,000km course in Australia.

UCL’s ‘SolarFox’ (pictured) travelled an impressive 1,689 miles through sand storms and blistering heat, crossing the finishing line after 63 hours and 42 minutes. Led by Dr Richard Bucknall and Dr Konrad Ciaramella from UCL’s Department of Mechanical Engineering, the team was responsible for every aspect of SolarFox’s design and manufacture. Much of the chassis and suspension components were fabricated and welded in the department’s workshop and the body was designed in-house using the latest computer software.

Dr Ciaramella said, “Solar-powered cars could reduce or even eliminate the automotive industry’s contribution towards air pollution. While practical solar cars remain a long way off, the development of solar racing cars moves this technology one step closer to reality.”

Elton John AIDS research winner

THAMES Valley University’s (TVU) Richard Wells Research Centre won an Elton John AIDS Foundation grant to fund a research project that will improve the lives of people living with HIV in Africa. Supervising colleagues from Aga Khan University (Kenya), TVU lecturer Simon Jones will gather evidence of the long-term effects of the Positive Self-Management Programme (PSMP), first piloted in Kenya and Uganda last year. PSMP is designed to provide people living with HIV with the knowledge and skills they need to better manage their condition. It enables participants to meet other people facing similar concerns and challenges, helping them to overcome HIV-related isolation and to build a supportive social network.

A pivotal role in Nigeria

THE University of Greenwich will help establish new educational opportunities in Nigeria. Plans are underway to build a new university at Kebbi State in Nigeria using the skills and knowledge available at the University of Greenwich. 32 students (pictured) from Kebbi State arrived at the university in October 2006 to study on MSc programmes, such as Natural Resource Management, Computer Studies and Engineering. A year later, they successfully gained their degrees and returned home to play an important role in the academic development of the new university.

Did you know?

Nearly 3,000 Nigerian students study in London with 55% of these studying for a postgraduate degree.

(Source: London Higher)
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Design makes a difference

GIVEN one week to generate innovative and sustainable solutions to some of the daily problems faced by a township in South Africa, product design students Max Frommeld (pictured above) and Maki Okawara (pictured right) from Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication fought off tough competition to take two of the top three spots at the Audi Designs of Substance competition.

Max’s highly efficient laundry system, known as ‘Dolly’, was designed to reduce the physical impact and minimise the energy used while doing the daily laundry, a task mostly undertaken by women and children, many suffering physical problems and exhaustion.

Maki chose to tackle the problem of home security. Working within a timber frame, she set tin cans in cement making an impromptu screen to be placed over windows. Her flexible ‘can be safe’ solution won praise from the judges as it allows for individual and personalised design for each household.

Both Max and Maki have now visited the township of Mdantsane to introduce their designs to local dignitaries, businesses, councillors and the local community. One completely unexpected outcome was that the men of the village were beginning to take an interest in doing the laundry. With a machine involved, it became a more attractive option!

Sounds of India

STUDENTS can study Indian music performance at the Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. A four-year degree course will be delivered in partnership with Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, an institute of Indian Art and Culture with a strong tradition of Indian music, dance teaching and performance. The Bhavan Centre has rehearsal studios, a concert hall as well as an extensive collection of materials relating to Indian culture and music.

Both Hindustani (north Indian) and Karnatic (south Indian) music can be studied and students can acquire advanced instrumental or vocal techniques, supported by historical and theoretical study. Such skills and knowledge will equip students with the ability to excel in a range of professional activities in which performance, teaching, composition, business skills and leadership will all play a part.

Human centred design

BRUNEL University has launched a Human Centred Design Institute as part of its renowned School of Engineering and Design. The Institute brings together significant research in perception cognition, ergonomics and inclusive design. It challenges existing design thinking by promoting human centred design as a way to produce products that are physically, cognitively and emotionally intuitive to their users. A new Masters course will equip graduates with the practical knowledge and transferable skills required to optimise the fit between humans and systems. Professor Heinz Wolff, emeritus professor at Brunel said, “As technology becomes more sophisticated we find ourselves overwhelmed by complexity. The driving force behind the Institute and course is to overcome this by encouraging design with users in mind, a concept that is easy to understand but difficult to deliver.”

According to Harvard Business Review, evidence shows that 70% – 80% of new product development failures are not due to a lack of technology but a lack of understanding of the users’ needs.

Did you know?

London’s creative sector generates an estimated £21billion with the creative industries employing more than 500,000 people in the capital.

(Source: Creative London)
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ENTERPRISING LONDON
Supporting London’s academic entrepreneurs and turning ideas into reality.

Software systems, fuel cell technology, hand cleansers, high fashion labels, wind turbine blades, Alzheimer’s drugs... the innovative products and services created by London’s academic institutions are as varied as the city’s takeaway food menus. In recent years, London has become an international magnet for enterprising individuals and companies from around the world.

Just about every one of the universities in the capital offers entrepreneurial studies and facilitation, ensuring students can embark on entrepreneurial careers once they graduate.

London South Bank University’s (LSBU) Enterprise Associate Scheme enables students to commercialise their innovative ideas. Students are tutored in the faculties of business and engineering while developing their product towards commercialisation, using the Intellectual Property (IP) legal services, offices and facilities, contacts, and mentoring provided by the university.

Environmental designer and model maker Ronald Thompson (pictured) is one student taking advantage of this opportunity. His experience as a manager of a hair salon led him to explore the potential for turning human hair into a biodegradable alternative to fibreglass. He has since created Pilius X, an eco-friendly, ergonomic chair made from hair. The support he received from the university enabled him to form a company and begin taking his product to the market.

Ed Tinley, LSBU’s head of business development said, “One of the frustrations we’ve always had is that we’ve never had a mechanism to enable our students to follow through on their commercial idea, so we designed this MSc in Enterprise to support our innovative graduates. These students leave with a business as well as a Masters degree.”

Imperial College London also has its own ‘Innovations’ investment business to fund start-up businesses and nurture them from their research origins through to being listed on a stock exchange.

Susan Searle, managing director at Imperial Innovations, comments, “We have a very substantial early stage investment business, which makes London a great place to be in terms of international investment.” Imperial has a total of 74 companies in its investment portfolio, the majority of them spin-outs from Imperial College itself. 
Among them is Ceres Power, a fuel cell technology company which is creating combined heat and power units from solid oxide-based cells. Formed in 2001, and floated on the Alternative Investment Market (AIM) in 2004, it now has a market capitalisation of £160 million.

Both Imperial and Southbank’s activities include ‘incubators’ for entrepreneurs, with lab and office space, together with support facilities such as accountants and reception staff. The Royal Veterinary College (RVC) established the first such incubator in central London in 2001. The incubator specialises in bioscience and is running at 95 percent capacity. Patricia Latter, head of business development at the RVC says, “It provides role models of how research ideas progress to commercialisation. London has a huge powerbase of research with commercial potential.”
The combination of world-class research institutions and Europe’s pre-eminent financial centre gives London a distinct advantage. “London is the ideal place to build a business,” says Tom Ilube, a serial entrepreneur who helped found online bank Egg after selling his earlier software business. “It is a thriving city for venture capital; they’re very open to new ideas. We raised £9 million in a matter of months. The ‘Business Angel’s’ investment community is also very active,” says Ilube.
Business Angels are former entrepreneurs or executives who are prepared to provide capital investment and business advice. Such access to highly qualified and experienced executives is another advantage for entrepreneurs building a business in London.

At King’s College London, students learn how to create a business plan, get finance for a business and tap into the right networks. “We want people to see that risk taking can be good,” comments Harriet Robinson, business development manager at King’s. “Many of our courses are structured around entrepreneurs who mentor the students. They are allowed to create a business in a safe environment. This is especially important for students in science and medicine, who may not have many business skills. We want to change the perception of entrepreneurialism and become more like the US, where it’s okay to be a success and to make money.”

Responding to the high demand from students eager to put their business education to work in their family businesses, City University’s Cass Business School has added an entrepreneurship stream within their MSc in Management. “For the young entrepreneur re-entering the family firm after completing their post-graduate degree, there are numerous issues to grapple with, from complex relationships to resistance to change,” says Professor Mario Levis, director of specialist Masters programmes at Cass. “The new specialist entrepreneurship stream helps students develop intelligent, savvy ‘business DNA’.”

Nowhere else in the world has the extraordinary mix of different ethnic cultures all in one location, each making a distinctive contribution to the city’s enterprise culture. Hemendra Aran originally came to the UK as a software professional with Infosys, later switching to a student visa to enrol on a two-year MBA course at London Business School. He is now CEO and founder of high-end research consultancy Aranca, employing 150 staff in Mumbai and two in the UK, he is expecting a turnover of £2.4 million in 2008.
“Most Indian MBA students need a good job to pay their fees back so they opt for stable jobs in the UK. What I did was quite unusual,” he said. “But you get a lot of help in the UK to start a business and you don’t have to wait for a green card like you would in the USA. Raising finance and starting a business is identical for an Indian as it is for a local. You can do it in one day here whereas it takes a month in India. It is easier to get large low-interest loans in London.” Under the new International Graduates Scheme, students can stay in the UK for up to a year to work or become self-employed. Those wanting to start businesses can apply for business or innovators visas.

As entrepreneurship itself is changing, so London’s approach to the discipline is adapting to new realities. “A lot of entrepreneurship today is about corporate venturing and how large companies approach open innovation,” says Dorothy Griffiths, professor of human resources management at Imperial’s Tanaka Business School. “There are so many new sources of innovation the subject is changing dramatically.” And London, she maintains, is one of the strongest centres for entrepreneurship in the world, reflecting the vibrancy and energy of this global city.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT BECOMES PRESIDENT

Virender Choudhary (pictured), is the first international student to be elected president of the University of Greenwich’s Student Union. Virender is studying an international MBA programme at the university and recently shared his study experiences with us.
“As an international student I know what it is like trying to choose the right university. My parents wanted me to leave the comfort zone of family and familiar places and get the knowledge and ideas to help me build a successful career in international business. After meeting university staff at a British Council fair, I found that the modules on the Greenwich International Business Masters programme offered practical applications and good opportunities for work experience in addition to the theory. The course could also be completed within a year. I went on to study for the MBA and have now become the first Indian to become president of the Student Union.

“The Student Union plays an active role in students’ lives helping each individual to find their feet in a new environment. It organises sporting and social clubs and a variety of entertainment. The students involved run cafes, shops and bars and provide a route to independent, professional advice on personal, financial and academic problems.

“The thing I love about studying in London is that you meet the world in one place. You don’t need to go anywhere, you can meet people from every part of the world, and the University itself has around 3,500 students from overseas. Parents do not need to worry that their child will lose touch with their culture. The markets are full of food from every region and there are big ethnic communities, plus mosques, temples, gurdwaras and churches, everything is here.

“When I leave I will take with me many memories of good times, playing cricket in the park, going on the London Eye, visiting Madame Tussauds waxworks, and shopping in London’s West End. I will also remember chatting with fellow students on the grass in beautiful campus grounds, and pushing to submit my coursework at the last minute! I know that other students hoping to study in London will also take away precious memories that will last a lifetime.”

In the next edition of insight we will review the full range of MBA options in London.
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FASHION’S NEXT GENERATION

With alumni including Alexander McQueen, John Galliano and Stella McCartney, it is no surprise that each year thousands of fashion enthusiasts clamour to get places at London’s internationally renowned colleges. London’s design success is due not only to the world-class training on offer but also to the opportunities given to graduates to flex their creative muscles amongst an international audience.

Graduate Fashion Week was launched in 1991, attracting UK and international scouts hoping to be the first to identify London’s hottest new talents. Each summer the show awards a £20,000 prize to the most promising collection. Hussein Chalayan and Julien Macdonald are just two of the top British designers who have launched their careers here explaining why it is an electric time for London’s fashion hopefuls. And after the excitement of graduate week, graduates can rest assured that they will not be left to struggle by themselves in this notoriously competitive industry.

London has a host of supportive services to help promote up and coming designers. The Centre for Fashion Enterprise is based at the London College of Fashion and offers new designers grants, a venture capital fund, studio space, and business services. Fashionworks is another lifeline. Doreen Adusei started Fashionworks twelve years ago. “This is a tough industry,” she explains. “I established Fashionworks to coach unemployed graduates and to get them into practical employment. We offer work placements and technical skills which will equip them not just to work at the top end of the industry but to participate on the high street too.”

Danielle Scutt is a former Fashionworks student who has hit the big time. As a graduate of Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design, Danielle spent 18 months honing her skills at Fashionworks. Last year she won New Generation sponsorship to produce her first solo show at London Fashion Week. Her sassy collection of eighties inspired animal prints was picked out by Vogue as one of the highlights of this year’s shows. Like many young designers, Danielle’s reputation was built at Fashion East, London’s alternative fashion show dedicated to promoting new talent.

Designer Abdul Koroma, a graduate of Kingston University London, designs the darkly sexy Modernist label and attributes his success to his education.

He also cites London itself as a contributor to his inspiration, “You have everything at your fingertips, you just have to walk out the door to get inspired, there is so much creative freedom and individuality.

London itself is continually moving forward. Investing in support for a new generation of young designers like Danielle and Abdul, the capital is ensuring that, along with New York, Paris and Milan, it remains one of the ‘big four’ fashion capitals of the world.
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DESIGN FOR LIFE

How London is supporting its up and coming designers.

The Great Exhibition of 1851 at the Crystal Palace in London celebrated and cemented London as a world design leader. Today, the city’s reputation for producing and showcasing forward thinking designs continues to surprise, impress and inspire artists and audiences worldwide. 

“London has a creative atmosphere and is an amazing place to be right now,” says designer Jay Osgerby, of the acclaimed BarberOsgerby, “It is a multi-layered mesh of diverse influences, information and people. Living in London, it is easy to feel that you are at the centre of things, and this creative energy pervades your life.”

The city is host to a third of Britain’s design industries, accounting for 50% of its turnover, with the majority of these companies providing design solutions for global clients. Russell Pinch of Pinch Design believes that London is one of the best places to be a young designer in such a competitive industry, “London is going through a wonderful period in terms of design at the moment,” he explains. “It is heralded on the international stage, and the tutoring in the colleges is a reflection of that. The quality of the design colleges is second to none. Courses at Goldsmiths, University of London, Camberwell College of Arts, The Royal College of Art, Central Saint Martins, Middlesex University, Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication and Chelsea College of Art & Design, are just a few of our amazing institutions.”

The success of these colleges is a result of their ability to stay ahead of the competition. Design London was launched in 2007 to ensure they are able to compete internationally. This £5.8 million venture by the Royal College of Art (RCA) and Imperial College London’s Tanaka Business School, brings together design, engineering, technology and business to ensure they remain at the forefront of design innovation.

Cyrille Najjar from Lebanon is a second year student of the RCA’s product design postgraduate degree course. He was attracted by the institution’s reputation and location. “The RCA has a first class status internationally,” explains Cyrille, “but one of the main things that attracted me here was not just the college but the whole city, a resource which provides designers with inspiration.” He says the RCA’s approach to teaching is less prescriptive than the undergraduate course he took in Beirut, “Here, the professors expected us to develop our own brief, and that approach, I think, generates an enormous amount of creativity and new ideas, which is exactly what London design is all about.”

London’s reputation for producing fresh and innovative design is not only a result of the quality of graduates, but also because the city provides emerging designers with a wealth of high-profile platforms. Lighting and ceramics designer Benjamin Hubert has received an enormous amount of exposure since graduating in 2006. “It is actually quite accessible to show your work in London,” he says. “There are lots of opportunities out there.” One of the platforms Benjamin encountered was 100% Futures, a showcasing event for up and coming designers, which launched in 2007 as a part of the 100% Design event at the London Design Festival. All of Benjamin’s collection was sold to manufactures and retailers.

Many of the capital’s design schools also provide opportunities for their students to grab the attention of the international design world. For the past two years Brunel University’s renowned School of Engineering and Design has created a show called ‘Made In Brunel’ showcasing work from 150 graduates from Brunel, Tsinghua University in China, and the Indian Institute of Technology. One design on display was Luke Pannell’s air filtering cycle helmet (pictured), the first ever respirator for cyclists that filters out virtually all contaminants. There are also a number of opportunities for up and coming designers to promote their work through platforms like Designersblock, which has curated and produced shows for ten years and provides showcases for 380 design companies and individuals.

It is no surprise in a city respected for its multiculturalism that London also provides spaces for international designers to exhibit their work.

The Design Festival is a modern alternative to the Great Exhibition and is a landmark event. For the past five years London’s design community has collaborated to stage this exciting festival, which is already a fixture on the global design calendar. The festival hosts 180 events over two weeks, but is talked about throughout the year. Russell Pinch has even noticed, “It has taken off to become a rival to Milan in many ways.”

William Knight, the deputy director of the festival, isn’t surprised by its rapid success, “Other countries tend to specialise in one area of design, the obvious example being Milan and furniture,” he explains. “In London there is genuine world-class talent across the whole board from product design, furniture design, to fashion, textiles and graphic design. We are leading in the vanguard areas and the key reason as to why London is such a creative place is that it is a truly global creative city.”
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

STEMMING DISEASE: ADVANCES IN STEM CELL RESEARCH IN LONDON

With more stem cell research centres than any other city in the world, London is a world leader. Advancing at a rapid pace, London institutions are developing projects to find cures for diseases such as age related blindness, diabetes, heart disease and cancer. Many scientists believe that pioneering research could be the key in the battle against disease as stem cells have the remarkable potential to develop into many different cell types in the body and can replenish other cells to help improve people’s lives.

One life changing London project aims to treat the common cause of blindness in old age within five years. University College London’s ‘London Project to Cure Blindness’, led by Professor Pete Coffey at the Institute of Ophthalmology, is a groundbreaking surgical therapy capable of stabilising and restoring vision in the vast majority of patients who suffer blindness through Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD).

The London Project to Cure Blindness will develop a therapy to cure blindness by using stem cells derived from human embryonic stem cells to replace faulty retinal cells that cause AMD. Thanks to a £4 million donation from a US private donor, the project will assemble the necessary spectrum of scientists and clinicians to accelerate the technique’s move from laboratory to clinic. The project will also be made available to interested scientists and clinicians world-wide.

Professor Coffey presented his latest research at a Mayoral debate in Delhi as part of the Mayor of London’s visit to India. In front of an audience of academics and students, he stated that degenerative illnesses, like age related blindness, would become a pressing problem in India as the population ages. India currently has a population of about 81 million people over 60. By the year 2025, that figure is expected to have more than doubled to an estimated 177 million.

Professor Coffey said, “The London Project to Cure Blindness aims to deliver treatment for a disease which has no alternative therapy. Using stem cells, which are more adaptable, can only improve the success of what has already been achieved and establish this as a global therapy. This is achievable as a result of bringing together a number of groups who were previously trying to solve the same problem in isolation.” The Project aims to engage scientists, clinicians and the public to encourage partnerships with other laboratories and institutions around the world.

Life enhancing advanced stem cell research is also taking place at other institutions across London. King’s College London has submitted a licence application to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority to allow them to fuse human cells with animal eggs. If granted, the licence will boost research into some of the most debilitating and untreatable neurological diseases. The team plan to derive human embryonic stem cells using adult cells from patients with genetic forms of neurodegenerative disorders, including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and Spinal Muscular Atrophy.

Instead of using human eggs, researchers will remove the nuclei from animal eggs and replace them with cells from patients, thus creating cloned stem cell lines that contain the same genetic mutation that results in these neurological disorders. Should the licence be granted, King’s Centre for Biomedicine and Society, one of the world’s leading centres for social science research on stem cells, hopes to collaborate with colleagues in Shanghai who have pioneered the use of nonhuman eggs to create human embryonic stem cell lines.

At Queen Mary, University of London, scientists are busy working on understanding and finding treatment for diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, bone repair, cancer and spinal injury. One team at Queen Mary hope that stem cells may be turned into heart cells which are then injected into a damaged heart to help repair it.

Imperial College London is taking a different approach and is harnessing the potential of engineering processes in stem cell research, developing technology that will move laboratory based stem cell research into clinical and therapeutic applications. This project seeks to produce reliable, automated and reproducible systems that will enable effective monitoring of stem cell processes that will meet the latest regulatory requirements.

Working with embryonic and adult stem cells, Imperial’s research focuses on the production of cellular therapies for bone and cartilage defects, lung defects and the production of blood. The College has brought together a range of experts to form an interdisciplinary team that includes medics, electrical engineers, scientists, chemists and bioprocess engineers. The team is also working with universities in the US, Singapore, and Hong Kong to develop systems that will become medical practice in the future.

While stem cell research is still in its infancy, it is clear the amazing research opportunities and international partnerships created by London’s universities, together with the therapeutic potential of stem cells for the treatment of degenerative diseases, will have implications for the world’s population as it ages in the coming years.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

A GLOBAL SCIENCE NETWORK

London is at the forefront of extending our understanding of science in hundreds of subjects ranging from chemical sciences and physics to astronomy and the environmental sciences. Thousands of London scientists, including almost 14,000 science academics and 60,000 science students, are working together on projects that will change the way we think, work and live.

At the heart of this work is Nature Network London (NNL), an online meeting place for scientists at a local and global level, enabling scientists to gather, talk and discover the latest scientific news and events. NNL, from the publishers of Nature magazine, provides a free resource to ensure scientists, students and graduates are connected to the wealth of knowledge and expertise in London’s science knowledge bank.
Researchers can create international groups on the Network and engage in over 400 discussion forums evaluating topics such as nanotechnology, microbiology and science journalism. Students can discuss their experiments with researchers throughout the world and PhD students and post-doctorate students can use the forums to access resources for help and advice on anything from preparing for a presentation to embarking on a new career. One recent discussion pooled the talent of PhD students from 13 countries to form a network of scientists from diverse fields including cell and molecular biology, plant physiology, clinical medicine, stem cell research and geochemistry.

To use this valuable networking tool, students create a personal profile which includes their interests, a list of their publications and projects, and career path. This helps like-minded scientists build a personal network of contacts and collaborators. Potential bloggers can join existing groups to write about the reality of lab life and give insights into different scientific roles around the capital.

The website also acts as a notice board for local events, listing more than 100 scientific events that take place in London each week, from niche seminars to major conferences. Students can explore their interests with access to hundreds of articles, including interviews with key researchers, news on funding and new facilities, historical insights and cultural articles. Through NNL, students can also access Naturejobs to search almost 5,000 science career opportunities.

Off-line, NNL provides monthly networking events attracting researchers from many institutions and disciplines. The relaxed environment encourages researchers and students to swap their experiences of the challenges and benefits of their work. With such a diverse group of people in one room, including editors, researchers, science communicators and business representatives, it’s a good place to build contacts and learn about alternative careers.

To join Nature Network London and create your own network, visit http://network.nature.com/london
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HEALTH & PUBLIC POLICY

GLOBAL TASKFORCE

Think global and act local is the ethos of the Global Child Dental Health Taskforce (GCDHT), set up to improve children’s oral health and raise the profile of dental health for children on political and funding agendas.

The creation of this Taskforce is vital to the future of public health, as Professor Raman Bedi, director of the Taskforce and the Centre for International Child Oral Health at King’s College London, explains, “Every child in the world deserves good oral health, yet dental decay remains the most common childhood disease. Child oral health is often treated as a low priority or even overlooked within healthcare planning. The irony is that effective preventive measures are well proven and we believe that via a collaborative international approach we can considerably reduce and even eliminate dental cavities in children.”

The project relies upon three strategies, the first to develop specific national leadership frameworks utilising public private partnerships. Eight national taskforces have been set up, representing over one billion children and bringing together representatives from government, universities and private enterprise to combat dental decay in children.
The second strand of GCDHT’s work aims to establish a global child dental learning network offering free online training to dentists worldwide. The final strand is a Global Dental Leader’s programme for key internationally recognised dental leaders. King’s College London trains opinion leaders during an intensive one-week course working alongside former Chief Dental Officers and three vice presidents from global dental companies. The 2008 programme will focus on the role dental schools can play in improving child dental health. To date, over 14 deans of dental schools across five continents are registered to attend.
By the end of its second year over 19 million children had participated in the GCDHT, the aim is to increase this to 30 million by the end of 2008 with over 50,000 partner dentists worldwide. Acting on a local level with a direct impact on children as well as implementing strategies on a national and global level, the GCDHT hope to improve dental health for the world’s children.
At the Institute of Dentistry at Barts and The London there is a long history of innovation in dental education and research. The institute is Queen Mary, University of London’s School of Medicine and Dentistry and it trains dentists as ‘scientists with a social conscience’, enabling them to participate in dentistry service and research within an increasingly complex society. King’s Dental Institute at Guy’s and St Thomas’ hospitals undertakes cutting edge, clinical and international research. London is also host to Europe’s largest dental academic centre, the Eastman Dental Institute at University College London, which is training 13,000 dentists and dental care professionals.

These institutions are advancing dental healthcare in London today to improve global health tomorrow.
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UNITED GOALS
Working towards the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals.

Businesses, governments, academics and celebrities have all voiced their opinions on tackling world poverty and supporting the growth of developing nations. The longer the debate, the more frustrated campaigners became with the lack of progress to effect change. In September 2000, eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed at the United Nations Millennium Summit to encourage the international community to stop talking, join forces and begin engaging in practical projects to address world poverty.

Almost 200 countries have signed up to the goals to achieve 18 key targets by 2015. London’s universities are key partners in a number of projects and are using their public health knowledge and expertise to train individuals who will make a difference in developing countries.

Three of the UN’s MDGs are related to improving world health. One major barrier to achieving these ambitious goals is the shortage of skilled professionals to deliver health care services in low-income countries. The School of Pharmacy at the University of London is helping to alleviate such skills shortages with its innovative training programmes that develop global leaders in clinical pharmacy. The MSc in Clinical Pharmacy – International Practice & Policy programme is specifically designed for overseas pharmacists who wish to develop expertise in clinical pharmacy and health care leadership.

The world’s future leaders in clinical pharmacy need to be scientifically astute and able to use critical thinking and strong communications to negotiate the challenges of rational medication use. The School of Pharmacy’s students learn how to evaluate and refine pharmaceutical care services in their native country, ensuring theory matches practice.

Graduates are likely to return home and find they are the only clinically trained pharmacists in their region. Using their skills and knowledge, they become change agents for health, creating networks of MSc graduates within, and across countries, to achieve their goals together.

In some countries, past graduates are serving as mentors for current students. After completing his studies at the School of Pharmacy, Steve Kimatu (pictured) returned to Kenya to become a senior pharmacist for the Ministry of Health and the head of the Medicines Information Department for the National Drug Authority in Kenya. Through the mentorship network he encourages and advises other pharmacists in Kenya.

Steve is now an integral part of his country’s future. “Because of the experience and skills I gained, I have been able to advance my career and provide a lot of leadership and management to the Pharmacy Poisons Board and to other organisations trying to make a difference, such as the World Health Organisation and Health Action International Africa. I was also able to create a network of global friends and we share a lot of experiences on various aspects of pharmacy practice in our countries.”

Continued links with The School of Pharmacy has also led to a collaboration with The Aga Khan University Hospital to help them create their own Masters programme in Clinical Pharmacy.

Public Health at Brunel University is an impressive initiative employing multidisciplinary approaches in research and training to identify and address local, national and global public health challenges. Students are taught practical and theoretical education preparing them for a potential career in public health leadership. Carolina Wani, currently studying for a PhD at Brunel, cites the close connections and collaborations Brunel has with the many non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in London and internationally as a major benefit of studying there, “The course is a must for professionals wanting to experience personal and professional growth and who want to become leaders in public health practice, whether locally or internationally.”
As part of her Doctorate, Carolina is undertaking an internship with the Research Action and Information Network for the Bodily Integrity of Women (RAINBO), an NGO based in London, with offices in Sudan, Kenya and New York. RAINBO’s objectives are closely aligned with the MDG to promote equality and empower women. They work to end the violence and improve the health and rights of African women. Carolina’s internship is part of this goal, exploring the role of NGOs in advocating and changing the dialogue of sexual and reproductive health issues. Her research feeds into a broader interest in post-conflict health. Coming from a post-conflict country herself. Carolina believes the war-to-peace transition offers a unique opportunity to improve women’s status and reproductive health rights.
“During the post-conflict phase there are opportunities for policy reform, the introduction of new ideologies and social change. Education and employment are key, as is the input of the women themselves in policy formation. The opportunity is there and should be seized.” When Carolina completes the course she hopes to return to Sudan and advance her work in post-conflict health, an essential area for the realisation of the MDGs. 

Seven years remain until the UN will be able to measure the success of the eight MDG initiatives. Whatever the outcomes, London’s graduates will continue to use their skills and knowledge not only to attain UN goals but to make a difference to the lives of others.

THE EIGHT MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

2. Achieve universal primary education

3. Promote gender equality and empower women

4. Reduce child mortality

5. Improve maternal health

6. Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases

7. Ensure environmental sustainability

8. Develop a global partnership for development
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

February

China in London and Chinese New Year Celebrations

Celebrate Chinese arts, heritage and culture at venues throughout London. The Chinese Year of the Rat will be a unique celebration as Beijing prepares to stage the Olympic Games in August and handover to London as host city in 2012. Festivities begin in Oxford Street, when Europe’s largest shopping street will be illuminated with Chinese lanterns. Enjoy performances by visiting artists from Beijing, a Chinese exhibition and film season, and in April you can celebrate the arrival of the Olympic flame in London before it sets off around the world to the start of the Beijing Games.

February

London Fashion Week

Join fashion leaders, retailers and models for the premier event on the UK fashion calendar. See the future of fashion and study the work of more than 210 top British and international ready-to-wear and accessory designers, from the edgy and cool to the contemporary and commercial.

March

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Enjoy a free carnival of marching bands, community groups, sports clubs, schools and street theatre from the UK, Ireland and USA. The streets of central London become alive with all things Irish – food, dance, crafts, culture and music.

April

London Marathon

Cheer the dedicated 36,000 runners who take to London’s streets for the largest annual fundraising event in the world. Over £40 million will be raised for charity as athletes and fun runners run 26.2 miles past some of London’s most famous landmarks including the Cutty Sark in Greenwich, Tower Bridge, Canary Wharf, the Tower of London and the Houses of Parliament. After much sweat and energy, they will cross the finish line in front of Buckingham Palace.

April

Vaisakhi on the Square

30,000 Londoners gather in Trafalgar Square to celebrate Vaisakhi, the Sikh New Year Festival. Vaisakhi is the celebration of the day in 1699 when Sikhism was born as a collective faith. Enjoy the sounds of Shabad Kirtan (religious hymns) performed by groups from London gurdwaras (Sikh temples), followed by classical music and Dhol drummers.

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

Russian Winter Festival

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

China in London and Chinese New Year celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at Twickenham
MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race
APRIL

London Marathon

Vaisakhi on the Square

The Camden Crawl
MAY

Africa Day celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London
JUNE

Trooping the Colour

Pride London

London Literature Festival

The London Festival of Architecture

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

Camden Green Fair
JULY

Rise: London United Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival
AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

London Mela

Notting Hill Carnival
SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival
OCTOBER
London Film Festival

Eid celebrations in Trafalgar Square

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali on Trafalgar Square
NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival
DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Winter Wonderland at Hyde Park

Royal Institution Christmas Lectures

Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk to learn more about the events in London
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LONDON'S HIDDEN GEMS

KATHAKALI: THE HISTORY OF CLASSICAL INDIAN DANCE

In each edition we explore London’s unique treasures, specialist collections and resources.

Rose Bruford College houses the unique and historically valuable David Bolland Video Collection on Kathakali, the classical dance theatre of south India. This archive includes material dating from the 1950s, principally on Kathakali, but also other performing arts of Kerala. Kathakali is a well-known dance drama from the south Indian state of Kerala. The word Kathakali literally means Story-Play” and it is known for its elaborate makeup and costumes. It dates from the 17th century and is rooted in Hindu mythology. The Collection itself reflects the changing conditions of performance over the last half-century in a variety of locations, from early silent filming of outdoor performances lit only by a single traditional oil lamp to videos of large-scale tours on the stages of European theatres.

The original material was recorded and edited on a range of formats; but some 70 hours of film and video has now been digitally re-mastered and copied for accessible viewing by students, performers and researchers. Much of the archive is also available with English-language voice-over commentary. It includes documentaries, plays, extensive training material, and performance preparations. The great value of the Collection is its record of great performers past and present.

David Bolland gathered the material for the collection as part of his great love of the art form. He has won 26 awards at international film festivals, including Cannes, with his documentary on Kathakali, Masque of Malabar. His book A Guide to Kathakali, now in its 3rd edition, is considered the best English-language introduction to this art.
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STUDY IN LONDON

A world class education in a world class city.

Find out why more international students study in London than anywhere else in the world: www.studylondon.ac.uk

· 380,000 students study in London and come from over 200 countries

· 30,000 courses are taught ranging from Anatomy to Zoology

· More international students study in London than in New York or Sydney

· London is the most multicultural and diverse city in the world

Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk to:

· Subscribe to receive insight in your inbox

· Download the London study brochure and map

· Search all the courses on offer in London

Study London

www.studylondon.ac.uk

World Class Education in a World Class City
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