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IN THIS ISSUE

Welcome to the second edition of insight, a new quarterly magazine from London that explores the breadth, depth and diversity of London’s world-class academic cluster, from its universities and colleges through to its museums, libraries and specialist collections.
In this edition we have invited Linda Anderson, a journalist with the Financial Times, to outline the range of MBA options that are available in London and she also talks to current students about their experiences of studying in London. Elsewhere we explore London’s changing skyline and look at some of the amazing buildings being created by London-trained architects. Throughout the summer dozens of graduate shows take place across London and you can read how the shows have helped launch students’ careers.
Climate change remains a pressing issue and we uncover the research and initiatives London’s universities are undertaking to reduce their carbon footprint. We celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Inns of Court and assess why London remains a hub for legal training.
Living and studying in London has never been more exciting. In a matter of months, Beijing will hand over to London as Host City of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. On page four you can read more about the handover ceremony and London’s presence in Beijing in the summer of 2008.
Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk for a full listing of courses on offer in London and to view previous issues of insight. You can also subscribe for free and be the first to receive future editions of insight in your inbox.
insight is produced by London Higher four times a year. The editorial content of insight is produced by the Study London team.
London Higher, Senate House

Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU

For editorial enquiries please email press@studylondon.ac.uk
For advertising enquiries please email advertising@studylondon.ac.uk
insight is printed on 100% recycled paper

Credits: Some facts have been supplied by Visit London and HESA data.
Cover image: Fatpipe.
insight is designed and printed by Engage Group
www.engagegroup.co.uk
The views in insight are not necessarily those of London Higher. Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of material published in insight, London Higher does not accept responsibility for the veracity of claims made by contributors or the advertisers. All material is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved.
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From the Thames to the Tate Modern, there’s loads to see and do in London. 
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IN THE NEWS

Latest news from London’s universities

Architecture prize
UNIVERSITY of Westminster graduate Joanna Rapp has been awarded a prestigious Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) prize after graduating with a distinction from the Graduate Diploma in Architecture course. 
Joanna was awarded the RIBA President’s Medal for Best Dissertation for her study of eighteenth-century Italian artist Giovanni Battista Piranesi, famous for his poetic romanticised etchings of Rome. 
Joanna, who currently works for architects Sheppard Robson said, “I’ve always found Piranesi a fascinating artist. To win this prize is fantastic, and I’m really honoured.”

Women of discovery
DR. Irina Nikolaeva from the Department of Linguistics at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) has been awarded the 2008 Humanity Award by the Wings WorldQuest (WWQ) organisation. The award recognises the many years Dr Nikolaeva has spent documenting endangered languages including syntax, morphology, typology, information structure and the traditional knowledge the languages embody.
She focused most notably on the Kolyma Yukaghir dialect, spoken by about 40 people in North-East Siberia as well as Uralic, Altaic, and Paleosiberian languages.

Dr Nikolaeva’s award includes a trip to New York for the award ceremony and an honorarium to support further fieldwork in Siberia.

India-UK Innovation
UNIVERSITY College London and Queen Mary, University of London have joined 20 industry and academic partners to form the India-UK Advanced Technology Centre (IU-ATC), a virtual research and innovation centre aimed at driving collaborative research programmes and technology transfer between the two countries.
The IU-ATC will conduct research on current and next generation fixed and wireless communications, with the aim of becoming a global centre of excellence for next generation networks and information and communication technologies research.
The consortium has secured over $3 million to establish the first-ever India-UK virtual graduate research school, to support collaborative PhDs, post-doctorate projects and exchange visits within the IU-ATC consortium.
Dr Ashok Jhunjhunwala, the lead at participating institution IIT Madras, said, “Indian PhD students can now collaborate in a global-virtual platform, to share innovative research concepts among an elite group of British and Indian academic institutions.” This collaboration will ensure the rapid transfer of breakthrough ideas and technology.
PAGE 4
NEWS
LONDON 2012 NEWS
As preparations to build London’s Olympic Park continue, the world’s attention is turning to Beijing for the start of the 2008 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games. The Beijing Games promises to be a spectacular experience and London will be in the city to offer visitors a taste of London’s diverse and vibrant culture with an array of innovative and show-stopping events and spectacles.

London 2012 will be everyone’s Games and visitors to London House in Beijing will be the first to experience a small sample of London’s creativity and energy. Events will be organised by some of the UK’s top creative agencies who have a worldwide reputation for excellence.

The Olympics will be officially handed over to London during the Handover Ceremony. The Closing Ceremony of the 2008 Olympic Games takes place on the 24 August 2008, when the Olympic Flag will be formally passed from the Mayor of Beijing to the Mayor of London who will then invite the billions of global viewers to share and be a part of the London Games in 2012.

Visit www.london2012.com to find out more about the Beijing Handover Ceremony and London’s latest preparations for the 2012 Games.

Recycled fashion

STUDENTS from Goldsmiths, University of London staged a recycled clothing fashion show to raise money for charity and promote stylish ethical fashion. The collection included shirts made from ties and dresses from old t-shirts with the aim to raise environmental awareness. Art student Anna Kompaniets, who co-designed the patchwork garments, said, “As we grow more aware of climate change and the necessity of recycling we must find a way for the fashion industry to take action now.”

Profits from the show have been divided amongst charities the 999 Club, Macmillan Cancer Support and humanitarian medical aid agency, Médecins Sans Frontières.

Anglo-Turkish education award

MATURE student Sibel Kundar is the first winner of the Anglo-Turkish Education Award from Middlesex University.

The £1,000 award celebrates the achievements of a Turkish-speaking student who helped raise awareness of the rich traditions within Turkish culture. Sibel, who is studying for a postgraduate certificate in education Turkish studies at Middlesex, is undertaking a work placement at a secondary school where she has been working as a Turkish language teacher, teaching Turkish children who have difficulties with language, writing and grammar.

Sibel wants to stay in London after she qualifies as a teacher, “I enjoyed working with children with special educational needs as well as teaching Turkish, so my dream job would be a combination of these.”
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London boasts four of ‘Thinkers 50’

FOUR London Business School faculty have been ranked in the ‘Thinkers 50’, a list of the year’s most influential business thinkers from around the world published by The Times newspaper.

Nominees for ‘Thinkers 50’ were compiled from a public vote and selected against criteria including: originality of ideas, international outlook, rigour of research and ‘guru factor’.

The four include professor of management practice Lynda Gratton (pictured), one of only three women on the list, who specialises in human resources, social capital and groundbreaking work on women in business. The other top thinkers include professor of organisational behaviour Rob Goffee; professor of strategic and international management Costas Markides; and visiting professor of strategic management Gary Hamel.
Look out for our interview with Lynda Gratton in the next edition of insight where we will be discussing her research.

Intelligent plasters
TOUMAZ Technology, a company working with researchers at Imperial College London, won the electronic award in the prestigious Institution of Engineering Technology Innovation Engineering Award for its Sensium ultra-low power wireless body monitoring system, better known as the ‘digital plaster’.

The disposable digital plaster sticks to a patient’s chest and has an ultra-low power wireless sensor in a silicon chip attached to it, which monitors in real time a range of vital signs like body temperature, respiration, heart and physical activity. Processed information can be instantly downloaded to a mobile phone for analysis.

Professor Christofer Toumazou, director of Imperial’s Institute for Biomedical Engineering and chairman of Toumaz Technology, believes the digital plaster could cut down recovery times in hospitals by offering patients the benefits of being monitored in the comfort of their own home.

“The digital plaster is a revolution in healthcare. It has real benefits for health professionals who, at the touch of a button, can monitor the vital statistics of a recovering patient,” said Professor Toumazou.

THE LONDON COLUMN

London is a leading cultural hub with more museums and galleries, theatres and concert halls, music venues and cinemas than New York, Paris, Tokyo and Shanghai a new report has concluded.

According to ‘London – A Cultural Audit’, the first comparison of London’s cultural resources with the four other world cities, it shows that London has more museums (184) than Paris (157) or New York (91). London has 55 major theatres, compared to New York’s 39 and Shanghai’s 19. New York has 12 concert halls compared to London’s 9, but London has more live music venues that stage over 32,000 music performances each year compared to New York’s 22,000. The Cultural Audit also shows the impact diversity has on world cities and London comes out top with more than 200 festivals staged each year, many of which celebrate London’s different communities and cultures.

Culture is economically important and it is estimated that 12 per cent of all jobs in London, employing around 550,000 people, were in the creative and cultural sector, which adds over £20 billion to London’s economy. In addition with 40,000 students studying creative courses within London’s universities and colleges, it looks like London’s lead is set to continue for some time to come.
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Key to future antibiotics

SCIENTISTS at Royal Holloway, University of London have joined forces with CABI, a not-for-profit, intergovernmental scientific organisation, to establish a facility to screen for potential new antibiotics.

Since their discovery, antibiotics and other antimicrobial agents have saved millions of lives and significantly eased patients’ suffering. However, over time micro-organisms have developed resistance to existing antibiotics making infections difficult, if not impossible, to treat. The recent appearance of multiple-resistant bacterial infections has radically increased the necessity for new antibiotic discoveries.

As part of a three-year programme, the joint research facility will utilize CABI’s unique collection of 28,000 fungi gathered from all over the world to screen for potential new antibiotics. The collection will also be screened for new nutraceuticals, compounds that have proven health benefits when taken in the diet. It is hoped the collaboration will prove the winning formula for discovering new drugs to fight cancers, diseases and resistant strains of infections such as MRSA.

Life on Mars

THE Martian surface is being explored for conditions favourable for life thanks to micro-machine technology supplied by Imperial College London. Dr Tom Pike and his team at Imperial’s Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering have provided substrates, surfaces used to hold samples for imaging, for the NASA Phoenix Mars mission.

The aim of the NASA mission is to search for potential biological habitable zones and it represents the first attempt to actually touch and analyse Martian water in the form of buried ice.

“Nobody has looked at Mars at this type of resolution. It is very difficult to predict what we might find,” said Dr Pike, who will be based at Mission Control in Arizona, USA as part of the team operating the microscope station.

New Coca-Cola chief

CASS Business School MBA alumnus Muhtar Kent (pictured), is to be the next chief executive of The Coca-Cola Company. On completing his MBA at City University’s Cass in 1977, Muhtar joined The Coca-Cola Company spending his first few years in a variety of marketing and operational roles. After rising to president of the East and Central European Division he supervised the re-launch of Coca-Cola in 23 countries where it quickly achieved market leadership. The Coca-Cola Company remains the largest non-alcoholic beverage company in the world with an extensive distribution system serving 1.5 billion people each day in over 200 countries.

New Indian MBAs
THE University of Greenwich is setting up a dedicated Centre for Indian Business to respond to the growing need for managers to be able to conduct business with, and in, India.
Two new MBAs will be taught in the centre, one focusing on International Business in India and the other on Technology Management in India. Both will include up to 12 months internship in the country and are aimed at people wanting to learn more about India’s business environment or information technology management.
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Photographic award
TWO Thames Valley University (TVU) students have won prizes and more than £13,000 in the Nikon Discovery Awards, a major new competition recognising the most talented up-and-coming student photographers.

Michal Honkys, from the Czech Republic, won the top £5,000 prize and £1,800 worth of camera equipment plus national exposure of his work at the two-day Nikon Solutions Expo at Olympia, London. His project, the transition of the Czech Republic’s homeland, impressed the judges with its maturity of vision.
Judge Francesca Sears of Magnum Photos said, “Unlike visiting photographers, Honkys’ view of his homeland went beyond a superficial picture of urban landscapes to reveal more intimate truths about a land struggling with its identity as it emerges out of a Communist past.”

Fellow TVU student Ignasi Cunill also won the Judges’ discretionary award and a £500 Nikon voucher, whilst the university received £6,000 for camera equipment.

Beijing dance
THE Conservatoire for Dance and Drama recently hosted an arts management training programme for 12 senior ranking delegates from the Beijing Dance Academy (BDA), the only institution of higher education for dance in China. The exchange included a series of seminars in various aspects of arts management in education, site visits to key arts institutions in London, such as Sadler’s Wells and the Royal Ballet School, attendance at top West End musicals and a performance at the Royal Opera House. The delegation also visited the Conservatoire’s six London- based affiliate schools: Central School of Ballet, The Circus Space, London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art, London Contemporary Dance School, Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance, and Royal Academy of Dramatic Art.

Jemima Hoadley, the Conservatoire’s project officer for the visit commented, “We enjoyed the exchange and the opportunity to learn more about the Beijing Dance Academy’s similarities in their approaches to teaching. The delegates were extremely pleased with the experience and we hope it will be the start of an ongoing relationship with the school.”

Asian design history

THERE has never been a better time or place to be involved with Asian design according to Dr Christine Guth, who will run the Royal College of Art’s (RCA) new London based MA course, “We’re in the midst of a global moment, the traditional divide between the East and West has broken down in all sorts of ways and London is the most exciting place for Asian art and culture.”

The new Asian Design History course is a collaboration between RCA’s History of Design Department and London’s Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A), which has a reputation as a crossroads for global cultures, old and new. The course covers a wide geographical range, covering the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia, China, Korea, and Japan. The collections and curatorial staff of the V&A will play a central role teaching the programme. The course will begin in October 2008 and will take advantage of the close proximity of many specialists in the field including the British Museum.
Did you know?

There are more than 40,000 students studying creative courses within London’s universities.

(Source: HESA Statistics)
PAGE 8
NEWS
Bollywood collaboration

BOLLYWOOD is in the sights of a new UK-India higher education collaboration between the University of Westminster and the University of Mumbai, to develop an innovative postgraduate course in digital production and visual effects.
The new Masters course offers state-of-the-art modules to develop skills that are in demand within the Indian film industry, including computer graphics and modelling, digital production processes, video compositing, visual effects, 3D animation production, digital editing and motion graphics.

University of Westminster’s vice-chancellor Professor Geoffrey Petts is delighted at the development, “This is a tremendously exciting collaboration. Bollywood is the largest film industry in the world in terms of films produced and there is a big demand for special effects technicians, animators and other key workers.”

Westminster’s School of Computer Science, which will develop and host the course, is recognised as a centre of excellence for advanced IT, whilst the University of Mumbai is developing a centre of excellence for films and television.

$20,000 Cartier Award
LONDON Business School student Yasmina McCarty has received the Cartier Women’s Initiative Award of $20,000 and a year’s free business coaching to help launch her business GreenMango.

The Cartier Women’s Initiative Awards are a unique competition for female entrepreneurs in the initial phase of their business plan.

Yasmina, an Executive MBA Global student, has created a website that links small businesses to customers looking for services such as plumbers and electricians, enabling small entrepreneurs in developing countries to grow their businesses and improve their income.

Upon graduation this year, Yasmina will move to India to launch the business which she hopes will become a sustainable solution to improve the lives of the working poor.
London Business School offers a wide range of entrepreneurship courses as part of their MBA programmes. In addition, the School provides support for aspiring entrepreneurs through their business plan service and Sussex Place Ventures, a venture capital fund which has raised £12.6 million to finance early stage ventures, providing seed capital and access to development finance for technology and service businesses originating from the School.

New engineering scholarships
SIX City University engineering students were the first recipients of Caterpillar’s new scholarships for academic excellence in automotive-related subjects including mechanical and electrical engineering.

The second year automotive engineering students received a cheque for £1,500 from Caterpillar, the world’s biggest manufacturer of large construction and mining equipment. Eugene Savin, from Israel, who is studying computer systems engineering said, “The scholarship has given me the opportunity to meet Caterpillar staff and learn about the company. I’m currently working on securing an internship with them during the summer months and am considering applying for a graduate position.”

Law Teachers of the Year
DR Fernando Barrio, senior lecturer in business law at London Metropolitan University’s Business School, has been named 2008 UK Law Teacher of the Year. He received the honour along with Professor Alastair Hudson, of Queen Mary, University of London. Both lecturers also received a prize of £3,000 from the Association of Law Teachers.

The award was established to promote the importance of teaching excellence and recognizes the vital role teachers play in the education of tomorrow’s lawyers. Dr Barrio was nominated for his exceptional contribution to law teaching, innovative style and commitment to student support.
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University of London 150th anniversary

THE University of London is celebrating the 150th anniversary of its External System. Established in 1858, the External System delivers degrees to those who cannot come to London to study. It was the first university to offer degrees to students worldwide, with Mauritius becoming the first overseas country to host its examinations in 1865.

150 years on, the External System continues to innovate and offers more than 100 academic qualifications, many of which are taught using the latest technologies. The global community of external students now numbers 41,000 across 180 countries.

Graduate wins Oscar
COMPOSITION graduate Dario Marianelli won an Academy Award (Oscar) for his score for the British film, Atonement. Dario, who studied Composition at Guildhall School of Music and Drama and graduated in 1994, won the Academy Award for ‘Achievement in music written for a motion picture (original score)’. He was also recently awarded a Golden Globe and a Bafta.

Established in 1889, the School is one of Europe’s leading conservatoires for musicians, actors, stage managers and theatre technicians.

3D laser scanner
RESEARCHERS at University College London have developed an ultrasound scanner that could help doctors determine the boundary between cancerous and healthy tissue during surgery.

Providing detailed 3D images of deformed blood vessels within a tumour, the high-resolution photoacoustic tomography scanner uses laser light to “twang” cells so they emit an ultrasound wave, which is detected and used to form a 3D image.

According to Paul Beard who leads the research, the scanner is best suited to providing high-resolution images at short range, but the technique could be used to image tumours a few centimetres into the breast to detect cancer.

Grand challenges

ST GEORGE’S, University of London has been selected as part of the Grand Challenges in Global Health initiative to receive one of 43 international grants for groundbreaking research projects to improve health in developing countries.

The research group led by Professor Robin Shattock of the Centre for Infection, has received a grant for $19.7 million jointly from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Wellcome Trust. This will provide a significant opportunity for the development of new interventions in the fight against HIV and AIDS through the development of new vaccines.

First care institute
KING’S College London has launched the first international academic institute in the world to focus specifically on palliative care. The Cicely Saunders Institute of Palliative Care will advance understanding and treatment for patients, as well as improving interaction between patients and healthcare professionals. It will provide undergraduate, Masters and postgraduate teaching in the subject for students and healthcare professionals from around the world.

Professor Irene Higginson, head of the Department of Palliative Care, Policy and Rehabilitation commented, “As the population lives longer, many more people will need palliative care and support to help them live as well as possible.
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
MASTERS OF BUSINESS

London has one of the broadest offers of MBA courses anywhere in the world. Choose from part-time, full-time, distance learning, executive and more.

In recent years London has become one of the most vibrant cities in the world and a global centre for business. The reform of the capital markets in the 1980s helped transform the UK capital into a leading international and financial centre and it is only fitting therefore that the city’s MBA courses should complement its breadth and diversity.

London is home to a wealth of business schools offering a vast range of programmes for those wishing to study for an MBA either full-time, part-time or through distance learning.

London Business School (LBS) has a well-deserved global reputation. It was ranked number two in the world in the 2008 ranking of global, full-time MBA programmes in the Financial Times newspaper. It offers a full-time MBA programme, an Executive MBA (EMBA), the Dubai-London EMBA and the EMBAGlobal which allows participants to study both at LBS and Columbia Business School in New York, gaining an MBA from both institutions.

London also boasts two other highly ranked business schools, Tanaka Business School at Imperial College London and Cass Business School at City University. Both schools are strong on finance and offer broad MBA portfolios. Cass delivers a 12 month full-time MBA and the option of an EMBA over two years or in modules delivered over one long weekend each month for 22 months. Tanaka’s full-time MBA also takes a year, whilst its 21 month EMBA offers two study modes, part-time week day and part-time weekend. The school also offers a distance learning MBA which is delivered entirely online. The programme takes a minimum of two years and, with no face-to-face delivery, is ideal for those whose personal circumstances are not sufficiently flexible to allow for campus life.
In tune with London’s eclectic outlook there is also a range of schools offering specialized MBAs. At Middlesex University, MBAs can be customised to a company’s training needs, while the University of Greenwich complements its full-time MBA with an MBA in financial services, a small and medium enterprise management MBA and fittingly, given the area’s naval history, a maritime management MBA. While the Institute of Education at the University of London delivers a part-time MBA in school business leadership.

The School of Management at Royal Holloway, University of London has a distance learning and full-time MBA programme. Head of the school, Professor Ewan Ferlie says there are currently approximately 600 students on the distance learning programme and the school has seen a sharp increase in student numbers on both programmes over the last three years. He attributes this to London’s appeal. “London is the business and management hub of the country. It is a very attractive market and a global city so overseas students like to come here.”
For those looking towards Europe for international exposure in an MBA, the programmes offered by ESCP-EAP, the European School of Management, might be more suitable. The school has five campuses in London, Madrid, Paris, Turin and Berlin, and offers both a European EMBA and a full-time programme.

For potential MBAs wanting the experience of a US MBA, the Chicago Graduate School of Business offers its EMBA Programme from its state of the art campus in the heart of the City of London. The programme runs in tandem with Chicago’s other EMBA programmes at its Chicago and Singapore campuses.

Another MBA programme with an international twist is Trium, a global Executive MBA. The programme is a partnership between the London School of Economics, HEC School of Management in Paris and New York University Stern School of Business. Students study in all three locations over a 16-month period and gain a single MBA from all three institutions.

Jeanette Purcell, chief executive of the London-based Association of MBAs, one of the bodies which accredits MBA programmes in schools worldwide, believes London has something for every MBA student.

She points to the wide choice of MBA programmes on offer in London that give students a variety of opportunities to advance or change their careers. Whether students want to pursue a career in the financial services, management consulting or within industry, London’s universities offer excellent options.

Whichever school students attend, studying in London provides opportunities, access to employers and blue-chip companies, work experience via internships, placements and project-based consultancy, as well as a range of networking events that take place throughout the capital.

With so many diverse programmes and such a wide range of schools on offer, it is not hard to see why London is a hub for business schools from around the world.

But perhaps the city’s chief asset is its cultural and ethnic diversity reflected in its business schools where students from 180 countries study business and management courses. This in turn gives MBA students, tomorrow’s business leaders, a head start when it comes to working in a cross-border, international environment.

FINANCIAL TIMES

London has one of the largest clusters of business schools in the world according to FT ranking
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THE EXECUTIVE EXPERIENCE
A recent MBA graduate discusses why London was her number one study choice.

Swedish-born Marion Enander, 30, has worked in as far-flung places as Australia, Asia, the Middle East and the US but it was only when she came to London that she realised the time was finally right to study for an MBA. Now a senior manager in international private banking at Credit Suisse, Marion had previously been reluctant to exchange full-time employment for study. She then discovered the Executive MBA (EMBA), an MBA for working professionals.
The decision to study in London for the qualification was an easy one to make. She had previously visited both INSEAD, on the outskirts of Paris, and London Business School (LBS), but quickly found that LBS had everything that she wanted. “I wanted a business school with a global reputation. LBS has a professional atmosphere, it is in the centre of London with exceptional guest speakers and the executive education it offers means there are lots of professional people on campus.”

She joined 73 other students to begin the 20 month part-time programme at LBS. The programme consists of core courses taken during the first year and then a minimum of six electives from a wide choice including social entrepreneurship, the global business leader and new venture finance and private equity.

Ms Enander’s EMBA has already had a positive impact on her career and she attributes a recent promotion in part to her qualification. “The EMBA has made me more confident. My job covers recruitment to strategy and having done an EMBA I know I have a good foundation in all these areas. It is all about stepping up within the group and saying this is something I want. The EMBA has helped me get promotion more quickly.”

For Ms Enander, the attraction of the EMBA is that it allows her to work and at the same time study for a management degree. “I did not want to take time off work to go back to full-time study. An EMBA is the perfect opportunity to continue my career path, get my EMBA, learn from it and apply it at the same time. You can apply the learning instantly, it makes it a lot more practical than theoretical. I would recommend it.”

However, the workload is a heavy one. “It is really, really hard work. There are times when it is extremely tough. You work a normal day’s job, you come home and then study.” There is also group work and assignments which means working late into the night. 
Credit Suisse, she says, has been immensely supportive and the international financial services group is beginning to recruit more and more MBAs. She views it as an especially useful qualification for women because it allows them to work at a more senior level which in turn offers them greater flexibility within the workplace.

For Ms Enander her MBA is a passport to a brighter future. “The EMBA is going to be valuable whatever I do, it has a long-term value.”
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CREATIVE ARTS

CREATIVE DEGREES

Student shows exhibit cutting-edge work and the city’s brightest talents.

In June 2006, Nadine Jarvis, a design student at Goldsmiths, University of London, put the final touches to her graduate show. “I thought I’d do the show, take it down, and struggle to get a job,” she said. The curator at the Design Museum saw Nadine’s show, liked the work, and effectively kick started her career.

“She asked me to contribute to an exhibition at the Design Museum, and that obviously meant my work was seen by a much bigger audience.” Nadine was then awarded £10,000 from the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, and was also sponsored by designer Paul Smith to go to Milan as part of the Great Brits showcase. “I couldn’t believe how quickly things snowballed. I got more and more press, and was offered work in America. All from one person seeing it at my graduate show.” She wasn’t alone, “A lot of students got offered jobs by people from the industry who had seen their work at our show.”

Goldsmith’s joins over 20 institutions hosting degree shows, including University of the Arts London, Brunel University, Royal College of Art and Kingston University London. From fine art to architecture and from digital media to fashion, every creative course imaginable puts on impressive shows held between May-July each year.

London is also home to unique platforms that allow graduates’ work to be seen by even more people. The Free Range project showcases thousands of students’ work from all over Britain. The project has been going since 2000 and is located in the Truman Brewery in London’s artistic quarter, Brick Lane. “It’s a great platform for the 3,000 graduates that take part each year,” says Sarah Jones at Free Range. “We have 60 shows over an eight-week period. There is such a buzz about the place. The public and the industry love it.” 

London is known for producing cutting-edge, distinctive work and its degree shows have a reputation for exhibiting fresh and innovative products. It is no wonder the capital’s graduate shows are filled with influential people from the industry, hungry for new talent.
Thomas Frake, who manages Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication’s broadcasting show, Rave on Air, says that industry professionals never miss the event, “We invite delegates from across the industry to our screenings.”

Rave on Air has been running for 38 years and is the largest broadcasting student event in the country. This year it will be even more innovative and challenging. Thomas Frake and his team are planning to include a six-hour live broadcast. “It’s going to be challenging, but that’s what it’s all about. We want to show the industry what we are capable of.”

Gone are the days when graduates put on charming but makeshift affairs. Their slick presentation and innovative content now rivals shows on offer in the capital’s best professional galleries, exhibitions and festivals. 
For a full list of institutions holding final year shows go to www.studylondon.ac.uk
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BUILDING THE FUTURE
Matching architectural theory and practice on the streets of London.

The writer and London chronicler Peter Ackroyd once claimed London was ‘a monster,’ predicting that, “if it stops changing it will die.” A quick survey of London’s skyline taking in the dome of St Paul’s, Tate Modern and Foster’s ‘Gherkin’, reveals a capital that has never been shaped by a single aesthetic, and hasn’t clung to any one period of design. It is an organic, innovative city with a life of its own, and it is precisely these characteristics that make it the most exciting place in which to see and study architecture in the world. It is why it attracts architects from all over the globe.

“We take the incredible multiculturalism for granted here,” says Brett Steele, director of the Architecture Association (AA), “but it affects this city in profound ways. Innovation depends on unexpected leaps individuals make, and if you put a lot of people from different places together things happen. The arguments and debates architects have in London can change the course of architecture.”

The AA is one of many institutions in London that offers world-class training. Institutions such as University College London, University of Westminster, London South Bank University and the University of Greenwich are all recognised by Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), as is the AA, which is known for hosting groundbreaking talks and exhibitions, and counts Richard Rogers and Zaha Hadid among its many Pritzker prize-winning alumni. David Chipperfield, another alumnus of the AA and also Kingston University London, won last year’s RIBA Stirling Prize for the Museum of Modern Literature in Marbach, Germany.

Iraqi-born Zaha Hadid now has a practice in London and, while her forward-thinking buildings appear all over the world, she is currently focusing her attention on the capital’s Aquatic Centre for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. “There’s no other place in the world like this city,” she said. “There’s a uniqueness to London, the education and the amount of research leads to invention. Walking through it is like time  travel; you go from one city to the next city to the next city.”

London is currently in the midst of a new wave of building. There are 31 new developments planned, including the Lea Valley Olympic development in East London. It will produce thousands of new homes and eight million square feet of new offices at a total cost of £100 billion.

New London Architecture holds exhibitions that map out these historic developments and is just one of the many resources London offers emerging architects. “There are more cultural institutions and activities (in London) than any other city in the world,” says Brett Steele. “Projects are presented and discussed, and there are more architecture critics in this city than in the entire US. Other cities can’t come close to competing with attractions here.”

Professional bodies such as the Architecture Foundation, RIBA and the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), provide invaluable resources with an annual programme of events, seminars, conferences and exhibitions.

While it is an exciting time for London architects, firms based in London do not confine themselves to projects in their own backyard. “Architects here work on buildings all over the world and have important commissions in the Middle East and China,” explains Brett Steele. “The UK’s legacy is the ability to work globally.”

David Adjaye (pictured) whose work appears on an international stage in Venice and Oslo, also concentrates on London, having designed the formidable Dirty House, the Idea Store (pictured) and Rivington Place, a new centre for culturally diverse arts and photography. Adjaye was born in Tanzania and came to London to study at London South Bank University and the Royal College of Art (RCA). “The best practitioners in the world are based in London,” he says, “so there is a lot of opportunity for students to see and engage with the work. I had a wonderful experience studying in London.”

Vasileios Mavropoulos has travelled from his native Greece to study architecture at the RCA. He is in his first year of an MA and hopes to stay in London and work at Foster + Partners when he graduates. He was attracted to London because he knew it was a place where he could be free from traditional design constraints. “I wanted to see a different approach in teaching,” he explains. “Here every university has a different approach, and every department has a different approach too, so it’s much easier to do what you want.”

London may be ‘a monster’ but it is exactly the spirit of disorder and reorder that makes it such an exciting and open place for architects to study and work. Zaha Hadid comments, “London always inspires projects that are unpredictable.” It is this unpredictability that underlies the innovation and open approach to building which has led to London’s assorted skyline, and made it the most inspiring city to study architecture in the world.
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GREEN LONDON
London’s universities are at the forefront of tackling climate change with groundbreaking environmental research and projects to reduce their own carbon emissions.

London is internationally recognised as a city at the forefront of the fight to combat global climate change. It is the leading force in C40, a group of the world’s most powerful cities using their bulk purchasing power to dramatically reduce costs for green power and energy efficiency measures.

Last year, the Greater London Authority devised an ambitious, city-wide Climate Change Action Plan to reduce carbon emissions quickly. It also introduced the capital’s congestion charge five years ago to discourage cars in its central area, a bold step which other cities across the world are looking to replicate.

Underpinning such initiatives are London’s universities who lead the way on ground breaking environmental research. The range and quality of courses are the envy of the world, drawing on the knowledge of hundreds, if not thousands, of renowned academics in areas such as flood defence, conservation, renewable energy, anti-pollution measures, environmental law and marine ecology.
One of these is Professor Sir Brian Hopkins FRS, the world-leading climate expert, who recently took charge of Imperial College London’s new climate change institute. Sir Brian is an authority on climate issues and global weather patterns using mathematical models to understand weather systems in different parts of the world. Having led one of the world’s foremost meteorology departments, Sir Brian will lead the new Grantham Institute for Climate Change established at Imperial following a £12 million donation. The Institute is focused on understanding the radical climate changes occurring on Earth and how they affect human welfare and ecosystems. The institute is also developing the technological, market and policy solutions needed to mitigate and adapt to change at both a global and local level working closely with other leading institutions in the UK and abroad.

Dozens of clever new technologies are breaking through the huge body of environmental research in London’s universities. One of them, an ingenious method of dramatically reducing contaminated land and industrial waste, comes from Carbon8, a spin-out company from the University of Greenwich’s School of Science. Harnessing accelerated carbonization technology, the process captures CO2 from the environment to reduce waste going to landfill by recycling waste into tiny harmless pebbles. At Greenwich there is further innovative research to clean underground waters.

At City University, Dr Simon Prince has achieved a breakthrough to improve the efficiency of wind turbines for electrical generation and they are currently on the roof of the university. City University academics are also among leading combustion engine experts in a major project led by diesel engine manufacturer Caterpillar to develop heavy-duty diesel engines with a near zero level of emissions.

At King’s College London, the range of activity is vast. Its professors collaborate with a wide variety of major integrated environmental research programmes including urban design, air quality, micrometeorology and sustainable development.

Two of London’s other universities, University College London and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, collaborate on the world-renowned Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research whose up to the minute climate change analysis informs governments and business leaders throughout the world.

Richard Lindsay is the University of East London’s respected head of wildlife conservation and is a world-leading expert on peatlands and conservation. He is in high demand devising conservation strategies for sensitive wildlife habitats all over the world as well as undertaking analysis on behalf of some of the world’ most famous institutions. “The work of my Environmental Research Group also feeds into teaching and student projects at undergraduate, MSc and PhD level,” Richard explained, “for example I teach our Herbal Medicine students at both undergraduate and MSc level about international environmental legislation and the implications of this for the sustainable harvesting of wild plants for use in herbal medicine.”

At Middlesex University, head of the Flood Hazard Research Unit, Professor Edmund Penning-Rowsell is conducting ground-breaking research into the social and psychological impacts of people affected by floods. Middlesex has an office in Bangladesh to develop this work and Penning-Rowsell has worked in Argentina, the US, India and Thailand.

Sustainability is also absorbed in product design courses. At Goldsmiths, University of London, environmental issues are integrated within its undergraduate courses. Students take lectures in ecology and design sustainability. In the course’s second year, undergraduate students work on climate change campaigns with the local authority and in the next year MA students can take a course on design and ecology. “We like to think we’re ahead of the curve,” said Goldsmith’s design lecturer, Jennifer Gabrys.

Indeed, if the battle against climate change is to be won, it will be in cities, where most of the world’s population now lives. In London that battle is being fought in the laboratories and lecture theatres of its world-class universities.
London universities commit to reducing their emissions
University College London (UCL) gave free tea towels to its students at the beginning of term. Printed on the towels were energy saving tips reminding students to turn off lights and computers when not in use.

This measure is part of a raft of initiatives being implemented by London’s universities. From generating green energy, free bike schemes and mammoth recycling projects, universities are using their grey matter to significantly reduce their carbon footprint.

In partnership with the government-funded Carbon Trust, an organisation charged with reducing carbon emissions for UK businesses, UCL has committed to reducing carbon emissions by 15 per cent in three years. The university had an energy bill of over £4 million before the Carbon Trust identified initial savings of up to £119,000 by a combination of simple technical improvements and a wide-ranging staff and student awareness programme, which is where the tea towels came in.
Manoj Chohan, energy manager at UCL explained, “To make a real impact on our energy bills we need to raise awareness across the whole academic community, among staff , students, visitors, consultants and contractors.”

The story is the same across London’s universities. King’s College London’s carbon emissions were more than 48,000 tonnes. Like UCL it is advised by the Carbon Trust and has now identified ways to reduce emissions by more than 19,000 tonnes.
The University of East London is taking a more energetic approach. In March last year, it became the first UK university to offer pay-as-you-go cycling for staff , students and local residents at bargain prices, in fact, all journeys less than 30 minutes are free. The University of Westminster is now planning to generate its own green energy on campus, using a central government grant to help organisations switch to renewable power. The University is installing a 7.5kW solar panel, 15kW wind turbine and 100kW biomass boiler. It is also planning to incorporate energy and low carbon management in all its new buildings and conversions.
Although Birkbeck, University of London is not generating its own energy, the College buys 51 per cent of its energy from renewable sources and has achieved a waste-recycling rate of 20 per cent. In a year, Birkbeck recycles 90,000 kilos of paper, which is the equivalent of 1,500 trees.
Academics at Middlesex University calculated that each computer left on at the end of the day used an average of 60 watts per hour. By taking action, Middlesex is reducing emissions by 3.5 per cent.

Student groups are equally active. The London Student Towards Sustainability group and the annual Students, Go Green Week bring students together to find out more about crucial environmental issues and how they can make a positive impact.

Given all the exciting initiatives currently being implemented, London universities are taking the lead when it comes to reducing their carbon footprint.
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EUROPE’S UNIQUE LIBRARY
The King’s Fund is a specialist resource dedicated to health and public policy.

The reputations of London’s universities and medical schools are well established, but there are other specialist institutions that mark the capital as a great place to study. For health policy, the internationally regarded King’s Fund Library is one such place. The library is a unique resource and the only publicly accessible specialist library for health policy in Europe.

The King’s Fund is an independent charitable foundation that conducts research and expert analysis in the field of health policy. Originally established in 1897 to raise money for London’s voluntary hospitals for the poor, the foundation widened its interest after the advent of the National Health Service (NHS) focusing on a range of development projects to improve the quality of health care and opened its specialist health service library and research unit.

The library contains over 35,000 volumes including reports, books and articles on public health, professional development in health leadership, healthcare management, healthcare system reform, UK government health literature and King’s Fund reports. The Library’s links with academic institutions and other libraries, particularly through the Consortium of Independent Health Information Libraries in London, means that it also has access to far more material than is physically kept on site.

Anyone is free to enter the library and use the service, which is conveniently located in central London. The library also offers an online service that allows users to search over 80,000 articles.

The Library’s expert staff can signpost users to new resources or make the connection to a King’s Fund researcher who is working in the relevant field.

These connections are particularly valuable, establishing the library as an important location for making professional contacts. Ray Phillips, head of information services and development at the King’s Fund said, “We realize that artefacts, books etc, are important but they are not necessarily the way that change happens.” As a consequence the library is planning a public reception area to promote networking. “It will be noisy, it will be funky, it will be a place that people can talk to each other,” said Ray.

The reception area will be in addition to the highly regarded seminars and conferences that attract leading speakers from the government, NHS, the independent and voluntary sectors. The King’s Fund Annual Conference is their key event bringing together practitioners from all over the world to share examples of excellence in health and patient care.
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LEGAL LONDON

Legal training in London has a distinguished history with an established collection of legal expertise and resources.

London is celebrating the 400th anniversary of the Temple’s Royal Charter, which established the city as the centre for the legal profession. This is predated only by London’s Old Bailey, the most famous criminal court in the world, originally built in 1539. Since then London has emerged as a global gateway for the legal sector. With over 200 overseas law firms located in the city, London headquarters five of the world’s six largest law firms, which have all experienced dramatic international expansion in recent years.
London’s universities are continuing this long tradition of legal training by offering an amazing range of legal courses. The Inns of Court School of Law (ICSL) at City University continues to maintain its strong association with the Inns. “Many of our alumni are leading QCs and judges and they continue to play a role in the teaching and governance of the School,” says Professor Adrian Keane, dean of the Inns of Court School of Law. The ICSL offers the Bar Vocational Course, which is compulsory for those wanting to become a barrister.

“As an international student intending to qualify as a barrister, City provides a gateway to the legal profession not only in the UK but throughout the world,” comments current student Cabral Douglas. “The increasing trend towards European and North American integration has created a demand for a more dynamic lawyer and the composition of the courses offered at universities like City provides students with a solid foundation to meet these new demands with confidence.”

The Masters of Laws (LLM) in European Law at London Metropolitan University and International Law at Middlesex University are just two courses that reflect this global focus. Students can also study the comparative legal systems of different countries at the Institute of Global Law at University College London, while Asian and African law are the specialisms at the School of Oriental and African Studies’ School of Law. London is not just home to a famous criminal court, both King’s College London and the University of Greenwich offer courses in criminology and criminal justice through their LLMs, while elsewhere, the University of East London offers the UK’s first MSc in terrorism studies. This course helps students understand and analyse terrorism, counter-terrorism and transnational criminology.

London also attracts international students looking to train in drafting legislation. Through its MA the University of London’s Institute of Advanced Legal Studies has helped individuals like Gergana Maneva, a recent graduate from Bulgaria, who assisted with the drafting of legislation to prepare for the accession of Bulgaria to the European Union.

Vera Bermingham, director of legal studies at Kingston University London, sees the easy access to the Courts and institutions of legal London as one of the major benefits of studying in the capital. She said, “As one of the greatest legal centres in the world, London provides students with excellent work experience opportunities and research facilities.”

It is not just London’s links with the courts that give it an advantage. London has retained its strong historical links with shipping and trade and remains the focal point for maritime law training. City’s LLM offers students the chance to gain a specialism in English maritime law and shipping law, equipping them with a sound understanding of how the law operates in practice.

Students wanting to explore the correlation between law and ethics can benefit from the unique relationship between London’s universities, hospitals and medical research organisations. “London is at the heart of international medical research, the life sciences, financial services industries, and the UK medical and legal professions,” says Richard Ashcroft, professor of bioethics at Queen Mary, University of London. “The great attraction of our MA and LLM medical law and ethics programmes is the opportunity for discussion with a wide range of practitioners from across the world.” Queen Mary has established a Centre for Medical Law and Ethics, which is a hub for bioethics, medical ethics and medical law.

Human rights are of central importance in the study of law. The University of London’s Institute of Commonwealth Studies’ MA in Human Rights is just one of the courses making full use of London’s large cluster of non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Lars Waldorf, course convenor at the Institute comments, “London probably has the highest concentration of human rights organizations of any city in the world, so it offers incredible opportunities for students wanting to gain practical, hands-on experience of how they work.” Kamayani Mahabal, a former Chevening Scholar from India, studied at the Institute for this reason, “It was like finding a treasure trove of human rights knowledge, and not just in books. The course afforded the unique opportunity to interact with various activists, practitioners and academics, providing insights into various human rights issues throughout the world.” The work placement scheme was another reason Kamayani opted for the course. “I ended up working with Amnesty International. This gave me an inside view into the functioning of international NGOs.” Kamayani is now working in India with health and human rights groups.
With this vast array of opportunities and courses London will be at the forefront of legal training for many centuries to come.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations
MAY

Chelsea Flower Show

Experience the colours and smells at this highlight of the horticultural calendar. Explore the fabulous show gardens, inspirational small gardens and vibrant horticultural displays that make up the world’s most famous flower show.
JUNE

Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

Visit the largest open contemporary art exhibition in the world, with a wide range of new work by established and unknown living artists. More than 150,000 art lovers visit this unique showcase encompassing paintings, sculpture, prints and architectural models.

JUNE

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

Watch the world’s best tennis players as they bid to win the world’s premier tennis tournament. Be sure to queue early to get your tickets for an event that has grown from a garden party tournament in 1877 to a Grand Slam tournament followed by millions worldwide.

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

Join The Queen as she inspects the troops in celebration of her official birthday. Trooping the Colour is held on Horse Guards Parade in St James’s Park and is a colourful military parade which began in the early eighteenth century.

JULY

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival

Enjoy the Last Night of the Proms and any one of the 70 nights of classical music performed by top-class artists from across the world. Visit the renowned Royal Albert Hall to hear newly-composed works alongside the classics.

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

Russian Winter Festival

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair
FEBRUARY

China in London and Chinese New Year Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at Twickenham
MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race
APRIL

London Marathon

Vaisakhi on the Square

The Camden Crawl
MAY

Africa Day celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London
JUNE

Trooping the Colour

Pride London

London Literature Festival

The London Festival of Architecture

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Rise: London United Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival
AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

London Mela

Notting Hill Carnival
SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival
OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations in Trafalgar Square

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali on Trafalgar Square
NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival
DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks
Royal Institution Christmas Lectures

Visit www.studylondon.ac.uk to learn more about the events in London
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LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS

MULTICULTURAL COLLECTION
In each edition we explore London’s unique treasures, specialist collections and resources.

The Horniman Museum in southeast London is one of the city’s hidden gems and contains a unique collection of artefacts that have been collected from across the globe.

The museum was founded over a hundred years ago by the collector and tea merchant, Frederick Horniman. Horniman had a fascination with the world’s great cultures and began building a collection that today contains artefacts from countries including Japan, Benin, India, China, Egypt and Papua New Guinea.

In 1901 the museum and its extensive gardens, with spectacular views of the London skyline, were given to the people of London.

The collections continue to expand and today one of the largest is the African collection which showcases ethnographic objects from across the continent representing virtually every modern African state from the northern deserts to the Cape of Good Hope. Artefacts include an Egyptian Mummy, Benin Bronzes and a 20 foot high ceremonial mask which is the only one of its type in Britain.

The museum also houses a world-renowned collection of over 8,000 musical instruments from across the world. This year the museum is holding a major exhibition of Indian music: ‘Utsavam – Music from India’, its name taken from the ancient Sanskrit word meaning ‘festival and celebration’. The exhibition presents the subcontinent’s rich musical heritage through music, film and musical instruments and provides a unique insight into traditional Indian music.

One of the main purposes for the research, undertaken in collaboration with the British Library Sound Archive, was to document disappearing music and instruments, with copies of recordings deposited in the main archive for ethnomusicology in India.

The exhibition displays over 300 instruments and filmed musical performances. The exhibition also contains original instruments collected by Frederick Horniman when he travelled to India in 1894.

The Horniman Museum’s appeal is as relevant in multicultural London today as it was when it was first created over 100 years ago.
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