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WELCOME

WELCOME

London is a truly global city. It is a pre-eminent cultural centre, an economic powerhouse, a place of unparalleled opportunity and, of course a great place to study. You will find more international students studying in London than any other city in the world. Over 390,000 students from 200 countries choose London’s universities. The city is a hub of academic endeavour and achievement and recently topped the Global University City Index rankings for a second consecutive year.

As a student in London you will always feel at home amidst a uniquely multi-cultural population that speaks over 300 languages. You will find a piece of your own country already here so you will never be far from home. Throughout the year the city celebrates its diversity and creativity with free festivals, events and celebrations. For the fourth year running, August sees Trafalgar Square filled with a programme of music, theatre, dance and art giving you a further reason to visit and enjoy this beautiful space at the heart of London. Learn more about the city’s fantastic events on pages 22 and 23. 

I hope you will have a great time reading insight and discovering our city. By choosing London you will experience a world class education in a world class city.
Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

August 2008

In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

LONDON HIGHER

Promoting and Advocating London’s Higher Education
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Atlantic triumph

TOM Harvey, Masters student at Brunel University, and his three team mates rowed into Antigua’s English Harbour to a rapturous reception after winning the Atlantic Rowing Race and raising £50,000 for charity in the process.

The team completed the 2,800 mile race in just over 48 days despite equipment failures, severe storms and painful sores. The money raised will be donated to the charities Crisis, Big Issue and Raleigh International.

Spin-out sale success

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) has announced the sale of Stanmore Implants Worldwide for around £10 million. The company was spun out from UCL’s Centre for Biomedical Engineering and has annual sales in excess of £4 million.

Stanmore Implants Worldwide is an innovative orthopaedic business focused on saving and restoring the function of limbs and joints. It designs and manufactures orthopaedic implants for limb salvage and complex joint replacement, and is known for creating some of the world’s most successful implants, including the Stanmore Hip.

Brian Steer, executive chairman of Stanmore Implants Worldwide said, “The ability to attach prosthetic devices directly to the skeleton of amputees is truly groundbreaking and has already benefited patients.”

Incubation unit

A NEW Centre for Entrepreneurship at City University’s Cass Business School has been established with a £10 million donation from Peter Cullum, founder of the Towergate Partnership and Cass alumnus. The Peter Cullum Centre for Entrepreneurship will be one of the largest centres of its kind in the world and will provide support and funding to potential entrepreneurs, with a focus on the finance and service sectors. It will also generate research and consultancy for this important sector.

The funding will establish a seed fund to finance new projects pitched by aspiring and established entrepreneurs. Cass will also set up an incubator to provide office space and facilities for those who receive funding. Last year, Peter Cullum created the Cullum/Towergate Scholarship for Cass students. Awarded to four students each year the scholarships are open to candidates who would like to study an MBA focusing on risk and insurance.

Did you know?

London boasts FOUR World Heritage sites. They are Kew Gardens, Maritime Greenwich, the Tower of London and the Palace of Westminster.

(Source: Visit London)
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LONDON 2012 NEWS

The London 2012 Games will be the Green Games. The Olympic Park is located in an area of untapped potential and sustainability is at the heart of all building and legacy plans. A 35-tonne recycling machine is already sifting and sorting 70,000 cubic metres of industrial and domestic rubbish from under the VeloPark and Olympic Village sites.

Elsewhere, the cleaning and clearing of the Park is already ahead of plan and so far more than 90 percent of demolition material has been recycled and new habitats have been created to relocate local wildlife displaced by building works. Hundreds of tonnes of materials have been reclaimed including lampposts, bricks and manhole covers that will all be used to create aesthetic and practical features for the Park including paths, benches, lighting and water features.

The green vision for the Games continues beyond 2012, when the area will be transformed into the largest urban park created in Europe for more than 150 years. Visit: www.london2012.com to find out more.
Architectural wonder

RAVENSBOURNE College of Design and Communication celebrates the beginning of the construction of the College’s outstanding new building. Designed by Foreign Office Architects, the new building is set to become a landmark and will be at the heart of the £5 billion regeneration at Greenwich Peninsula. Construction starts in 2008 with a completion date of early 2010.

The College’s interior will feature a series of work spaces that simulate the environment and working practices experienced in industry. There will be a greater emphasis on shared space, facilities and student collaboration, reflecting Ravensbourne’s commitment to treating its students as practitioners at the beginning of their careers.

Building bridges in Malawi

FIVE students from Imperial College London have built a bridge in Malawi, helping local people cross the river to collect firewood and patrol against poachers. The 37-metre suspended footbridge was constructed across the North Rukuru River at Uledi on the northwestern corner of Nyika National Park. During the wet season the river previously split Uledi in two, cutting off half of the village. Thirty people from the local community were also involved with the building project.
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Best comedy award

A COMPANY established by alumni of the MA Audio Visual Production course at London Metropolitan University have won two awards in the USA. Woolfcub Productions, founded by brothers Jesse and Daniel Quinones, won Best Comedy at the prestigious Indie Short Film Competition held in Florida for their short film ‘Cold Calling’, an off beat comedy set in the manic world of telesales. The film also claimed Runner-up for Best Comedy at the Student Films Across America Festival. The festival, which tours universities across the USA, showcases top student films.

BBC Radio winner

JILL Cardo, final year Rose Bruford Actor Musicianship student, is one of the winners of the Carlton Hobbs Award 2008. The competition is run by BBC Radio Drama and is aimed at students graduating from courses run by accredited drama schools across the UK. Jill will receive a six month contract with BBC Radio Drama as a member of the Radio Drama Company.

Shock physics launch

A NEW £10 million Institute for Shock Physics has been launched at Imperial College London dedicated to studying the fundamental science behind shock waves, high velocity collisions and extremes of pressure and heat.

The Institute will focus on understanding what happens to matter under extreme conditions. The research can be applied in many ways, including analysing the effect of meteorite impacts on planets, spacecraft and satellites, assessing how tsunamis are formed and understanding the high pressure conditions that occur at the core of planets.

Bringing together a team of scientists and engineers who each specialise in different aspects of shock physics, the group of specialists will work to understand and accurately predict the outcomes of very fast impacts wherever they take place.

Did you know?

There are more than 300 languages spoken in London.

(Source: Corporation of London)
THE LONDON COLUMN

London has topped the Global University City Index for the second year running. The 2008 Index has revealed the world’s best education centres, with London leading the pack followed by Boston and Tokyo. The index assesses cities on a range of criteria including the number of graduates and how many of its universities are ranked in the top 200 of the World University Rankings.

With 90,000 international students, London is also the most popular destination in the world for international study and the index offers a snapshot into the world’s most lively, diverse and intellectually vibrant city.

THE 2008 GLOBAL UNIVERSITY CITY INDEX TOP 10:

London 

1

Boston 

2

Tokyo 


3

Melbourne 

4

Sydney 

5

Pittsburgh 

6

Paris 


7

Vienna 

8

Chicago 

9

New York 

10

(Source: RMIT University)
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Tackling disease

THE London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) has been awarded funding totaling $46.4 million from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and $12.7 million from other partners to help find new and effective ways of treating and preventing malaria, tuberculosis (TB) and HIV/AIDS.

The Malaria Centre at LSHTM is one of the most active malaria research groups worldwide and works closely with a number of partners around the world in their effort to eradicate the infection. 
As part of the funding package, Ulrich Schaible, professor in immunology, is developing an affordable imaging system to test the effectiveness of TB drugs.

Legal advice

THE Legal Advice Centre at Queen Mary, University of London has triumphed over 40 other UK Law schools to win the coveted Attorney General’s Pro Bono Award for the Best New Pro Bono Activity 2008.

Julie Pinborough, Legal Advice Centre manager, said, “This is a highly sought after award that has recognized our commitment to developing ethical legal practices amongst the School’s undergraduates whilst providing a much needed free legal advice service to the local community.”

Launched in 2006, the Legal Advice Centre was the first in London to open to the general public. Since then the Centre has advised more than 200 clients on issues as diverse as landlord and tenant disputes, personal injury, and medical negligence.

Listening gallery launch

THE Royal College of Music (RCM) and the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) have been awarded a two-year grant to create The Listening Gallery, an exhibition space that provides visitors with a multi-sensory approach to experience objects on display. The Gallery will connect objects in the V&A’s collections with RCM’s music to share their rich and distinctive histories in music, art, design and technology.

ADVERT

Kingston Business School

London

Postgraduate Courses

Its all about you
To make it in this world you’ve got to look after number one. And that means gaining the skills and qualifications that will really set you apart.

Choose from our wide range of postgraduate courses, covering all areas of the legal, financial and commercial worlds and you’ll do just that – whether you’re established in your field or just starting out.

Kingston Business School is close to the centre of the city in one of the safest and most attractive parts of London, close to international airports and rail terminals.

To find out more about our courses, expert teaching and modern facilities visit: kingston.ac.uk/postgraduate

Kingston University London
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Robotic surgery breakthrough
THE recently opened Hamlyn Centre for Robotic Surgery at Imperial College London, will advance the integration of robotics into medicine and patient care. The Centre will develop robotic technologies that will transform conventional keyhole surgery, develop new ways of empowering robots with human intelligence and create revolutionary miniature ‘microbots’ that have integrated sensing and imaging for cancer surgery and treatment.

The new centre will be co-directed by two pioneers in medical robotics, Professor Lord Ara Darzi who holds the Paul Hamlyn Chair of Surgery and Professor Guang-Zhong Yang, director of medical imaging. They will be supported by an interdisciplinary team of engineering and clinical scientists.

Lord Darzi said, “Medical robotics and computer assisted surgery are used in a growing number of operating rooms around the world. This funding will allow the team to leverage our existing research programmes in pursuing adventurous new technologies that will allow more widespread use of robotics in medicine and patient care.”

African award

A NEW initiative led by the University of Greenwich aims to significantly boost the incomes of small African farmers. The Natural Resources Institute at the university is working in close partnership with organizations in five African countries: Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania and Malawi, and has received $13.1 million from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. This is one of two projects that the foundation is funding to support crop producers in Africa by linking them to new markets.

Academic refuge

THE School for Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) has won a grant from the Council for Assisting Refugee Academics to tackle the particular challenges and needs of female refugees. Female refugees tend to suffer from double marginalisation, both as women and as refugees. SOAS is aiming to establish a special programme that will provide direct practical assistance, mentoring and skills development for female academic refugees as well as developing a resource and educational package for other universities around the UK.

Did you know?

London has over 200 museums and galleries.

(Source: Visit London)
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Innoversity

KINGSTON University, in partnership with St George’s University of London, is creating a new centre for design and innovation that will use multidisciplinary teams to develop innovative proposals for health related and cultural industries. The teams will bring together students, academics and researchers from design, business, engineering and social science to find solutions to real business challenges.

Healthy planet

AN INNOVATIVE new website drawing on the research at King’s College London will allow individuals and companies to sponsor areas of protected parks throughout the world, choosing from more than 70,000 different parks and heritage sites in danger. The concept for the website www.healthyplanet.org was created by geographer Dr Mark Mulligan who has been making geo-data available to non-scientists for many years and believes online virtual tools can be used to greater effect in conserving the world’s natural habitats.

Mobile MBA

A TEAM of MBA students from London Business School won third place at the International Tech Strategy Business Case Competition held at Boston University. Rene Plug, Sasa Brcerevic, Tobias Schweiger and Manish Gajria competed against MBA students from the world’s top business schools to solve a real–market, mobile multimedia challenge faced by sponsors Ericcsson. The team won a share of the $47,500 prize fund.

Climate change commission

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) is teaming up with the world’s leading medical journal, The Lancet, to launch a joint commission to study and report on the human health effects of climate change, an area often overlooked in the climate change debate. The Lancet-UCL Commission will review the likely health impacts of climate change on human societies and document methods to reverse the impact.

The creation of this commission acknowledges the unprecedented threat climate change poses to human health globally and how best to mitigate the effects of global warming. The Lancet-UCL Commission membership spans a wide range of academic disciplines from philosophy, law, economics, anthropology, politics, engineering, geography and the built environment.

Traditional medicine

THE University of East London’s pioneering degree in acupuncture is now offering students exciting opportunities to develop their skills internationally through work placements and clinical training in Cuba and China. A new exchange programme with the Matanzas Faculty of Traditional Chinese Medicine in Cuba will allow students to observe acupuncture being practised as part of the Cuban national health system. Clinical training opportunities are also available for fi nal-year students in Nanjing, China.

David Kemp, a current first-year student on the programme said, “I previously worked in manufacturing and was looking for a change of career. Acupuncture attracted me as a holistic medical practice, which ties in with my experience of teaching tai-chi to people with health conditions.”
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Artistic exchange
SIX London creative arts students have won the Red Mansion Art Prize established to promote artistic exchange between China and the UK. The winners who represent a wide range of artistic mediums are: Benjamin Jenner (University College London), Richard Healy (Royal College of Art), Ian Gonczarow (Goldsmiths, University of London), Barbarita Cardozo (University of the Arts London), Bronwen Buckeridge (University of the Arts London) and Jack Newling (Royal Academy Schools).

The winners will travel to China where they will be given studio space to live and work alongside local artists. Upon returning, the students’ work will feature in an exhibition in London.

Pharmaceutical placements

TEN School of Pharmacy students have been selected for an eight-week summer studentship with Pfizer, one of the largest pharmaceutical companies in the world. The studentship will include supervised research in areas of mutual interest to both Pfizer and the School of Pharmacy, with the School providing mentoring support.

In addition to an extensive tour of Pfizer’s facilities, the students will also be competing for the best project prize. The objective of this understanding and appreciation of the symbiotic relationship between research and product development as a part of an ongoing academic and industrial collaboration.

The School of Pharmacy, University of London is the only free-standing specialist school in the UK dedicated entirely to teaching and research in pharmacy and pharmaceutical sciences. The School has world class teaching and a top research rating.

Creative collaboration

GOLDSMITHS, University of London has joined forces with the Ontario College of Art & Design (OCAD) in Canada to establish a cross-Atlantic partnership to allow students and staff from both universities to collaborate on a wide range of academic and research initiatives in art and design.

The collaboration will span educational, creative and research activities, including exchange programmes for faculty, students and staff. Goldsmiths and OCAD will apply their joint expertise in the fields of art, design, new media, art-design interface and historical/theoretical perspectives and co-publish research particularly in the areas of new media, strategic creativity in design and documentary media.

Water laureate

PROFESSOR John Anthony Allan of the School of Oriental and African Studies has been named the 2008 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate. Professor Allan is considered a pioneer in the development of key concepts in the understanding and communication of water issues and how they are linked to agriculture, climate change, economics and politics.

Did you know?

There are 13 TUBE LINES on the London Underground. The first Tube opened in 1863.

(Source: Visit London)
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL

FINANCIAL CAPITAL

London is a global financial centre and offers a vast range of financial training courses covering areas such as insurance, actuarial science, accountancy, banking, economics and international finance

As a pre-eminent financial centre, and in many markets, the world’s leader, London is home to a quarter of the world’s largest financial companies’ European headquarters. The London foreign exchange market is the largest in the world, with an average daily turnover of $504 billion, more than New York and Tokyo combined. Over 720 international banks and global securities houses have established offices in London. By contrast Frankfurt has 280, Paris, 270 and New York, 250.

The city isn’t just the financial centre of Europe, it is the intellectual powerhouse underpinning financial innovation and regulation. In fact, at a number of London’s universities that teach economics and financial courses, talks by industry leaders are regular features of academic life, enhancing the quality of learning. One such event was a recent talk from George Soros, the world’s most famous hedge fund manager, who returned to his old university, the London School of Economics (LSE). Interviewing the insightful Hungarian-born financier who controls assets worth over $5bn was LSE director Sir Howard Davies, formerly the UK’s chief financial regulator. Those keen to get an East Asian perspective on the global financial banking crisis needed to wait only an hour for a further talk by Professor Andrew Sheng, chief adviser to the China Banking Regulatory Commission.

The reason London attracts such high quality debate is obvious. The proliferation of financial institutions ensures the business, financial and economics courses offered by London universities are tailored to the needs of employers on their doorstep, with 21 universities offering hundreds of different finance courses.

A new MSc Financial Computing course designed by the world’s most powerful banks and University College London (UCL) is a good example. Christopher Clack, director of financial computing at UCL, selects students from a range of backgrounds including economics, history, IT or physics. “What we look for is evidence of analytical ability,” he said, adding that of the 45 students on his course, 20 are from overseas. “Our aim is to take graduates and give them computer science training with capital markets and investment components linked with project management to get them into a career in investment bank technology.”

Clack beat rival universities from other countries who were invited to pitch to run the course by leading international companies such as Credit Suisse, Goldman Sachs, Merrill Lynch and Morgan Stanley. The banks are keen to encourage students from different disciplines onto the course to ensure they receive fresh perspectives. Students on the financial computing course at UCL also benefit from the use of a dealing room built by Reuters within the university, which uses real time data to simulate life on the trading floor.

Reacting to the demands of the financial world, the new MA Financial Economics course at Kingston University provides students with more than a framework in financial economics. It places strong emphasis on communication and presentation skills, which according to course director Dr Willem Spanjers is what employers want. “We link the knowledge of the subject to the kind of presentation students need to do in a business environment,” he said. The course has only been running a year but Dr Spanjers already recognises the opportunity students have to build vital networks due to its London base. The university is looking to invite alumni back to give outlines of their professional lives to help students at the start of their careers.

The importance of developing international networks is something Tuikku Alaviitala, a Cass Business School MSc in Finance graduate is very aware of. Born in Finland, Tuikku finished her undergraduate degree in business in the United States. She then got a job at Citibank in Belgium before deciding to broaden her horizons through a one year Masters at Cass, part of City University. Tuikku is currently a senior financier at Citibank in the European infrastructure team advising on mergers, acquisitions and the raising of fresh capital in the oil and gas sector. “When you are in university you get a global network of friends and I’m still in touch with people at Cass,” comments Tuikku, “I think for the moment I will stay in London, the opportunities are here. It definitely helps being in London. We work with clients all over the world.”

Tuikku praises the way Cass staff assisted students preparing for job interviews and kept in contact after she left. One of her contemporaries from Angola set up a stock exchange in his home country after graduation. What helped, she said, were the great contacts he established. He was put in touch with London Stock Exchange officials who were able to give him expert advice and support. There is another important reason for studying in London. The UK’s capital is home to a vast array of finance and insurance related professional associations and institutions. Organisations like the Association of Corporate Treasurers and the Chartered Insurance Institute, offer courses that give students vital professional qualifications.

Whilst many of these London-based institutions offer students the opportunity to study from their own country, many partner with universities to ensure courses incorporate professional qualifications within the syllabus. This gives students a vital head start over their rivals.

A good example is the link between the Chartered Financial Analyst Institute (CFA) and the Tanaka Business School at Imperial College London. Tanaka offers a one year full-time MSc Finance and receives special recognition through being a CFA partner. This means that graduates of the programme benefit from an enhanced profile amongst employers while gaining credits to a professional qualification. Sixty percent of graduates move onto careers in investment banking. 
Yet another reason why London represents an essential investment for anyone keen to embark on a financial career.

Did you know?

338,000 people are employed in the financial services sector in London.
(Source: Think London)
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TOP THINKER
We talk to Professor Lynda Gratton about her new research examining the role of gender composition in the workplace.

Professor Lynda Gratton is one of the leading authorities in the world on the future of work and how organisational structures and cultures will evolve over the coming decades. Professor of Management Practice at London Business School and founding-director of the School’s Lehman Brothers Centre for Women in Business, Lynda was named by the Times newspaper as one of the foremost business thinkers in the world, one of only four women in the top 50.

Over the last two decades Lynda has directed three major streams of research and her current project, supported by Lehman Brothers, investigates how companies can inspire women and build innovative teams.

In companies around the world, executives are putting the capacity for innovation at the top of their strategic agenda. Whilst academic research has focused on the circumstances needed for innovation, there is very little research on the potential impact of gender. In her research, Lynda and her team are taking a closer look at the role, if any, gender plays in innovative teams, whilst making some recommendations about how companies can build and enhance their innovative capacity through team gender composition.

“In the past there has been a view that it takes a 30 percent women to men ratio to make a difference. However, we found that the optimal gender mix was about 50 percent men and 50 percent women. This shows that equal gender representation can help to unlock the innovative potential of teams.”

Lynda studied over 100 working teams and the most surprising discovery has been the extent to which men and women at work are similar. Both struggle with their work/life balance so their personal circumstances are important; both have their own individual ways of working and both want meaningful and exciting work.

As a result of her research, Lynda believes there are three major workplace changes taking place:

· Technology, which makes virtual working a greater possibility, but also creates challenges around building co-operation; 

· Demography, there will be very important differences between the generational cohorts (Lynda is about to launch a major study of Generation Y, the age group currently coming into the workforce);

· Globalisation, which has enormous implications on how we work. Given globalisation and London’s growing knowledge economy, any new approaches to managing female talent could have a significant impact in many of the world’s leading organisations.
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IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S ART AND DESIGN SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE CREATIVE TALENT
DARE TO BE DIGITAL

Explore how London’s students are at that forefront of the latest technological breakthroughs.

The UK has long been regarded as the commercial and creative centre for video game production. This is reflected in the fact that most international games publishers have their European headquarters in London.

Digital media has been growing at the fastest rate of any of the creative industries, and internationally renowned London based companies like Rockstar Games, who released Grand Theft Auto IV this year with the biggest media launch in history, are continually crossing digital frontiers.

Milan Verma, a computer science PhD student at Queen Mary, University of London, says he wouldn’t study anywhere else. “I couldn’t think of anywhere that would suit my needs better. London is so diverse. From the resources available here for students, to the nightlife and job opportunities after study, you just can’t beat this city.”

For the last few years the digital media industry have been busy making sure the capital stays unbeatable. In 2006, the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) elevated their Video Games Awards to become equal with their famous Film and Television Awards. They also joined forces with the London Development Agency and the two video games trade bodies, ELSPA and Tiga, to create London’s first festival dedicated to gaming. The London Games Festival puts on 70 consumer and industry events over a week in October, celebrating the fact that the UK is a gaming giant, placed only third in the world after the USA and Japan. “We wanted to elevate video games as pieces of art, not just simply products,” explains Duncan Best, director of the London Games Festival. “The capital is an entertainment superpower and leads the world in terms of creative gaming, and the degree courses here reflect that. There are also lots of opportunities for students to talk to the industry at the festival’s careers fair and free events.”

The London Games Festival is just one of the resources on offer to digital media students in London. All the degrees at institutions such as King’s College London, University of the Arts London, Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication, City University, Middlesex University, London Metropolitan University and Birkbeck College, University of London, draw on the professional talent and media facilities available on their doorstep. From the summer science exhibitions at the Royal Society, to exhibits at the world-renowned Science Museum, digital media students will always be inspired in London.

Students will also have a good chance of finding jobs at the end of their degrees. Natasha Angelopoulou, course leader of the Computer Games BSc at University of Westminster, says that the job prospects for her students are particularly high. She explains, “The market is growing at a rate of roughly ten percent annually and the industry recruits about 30,000 people each year so there isn’t a shortage of jobs.”

Natasha makes sure all her students have links to industry professionals throughout their university career. One of the most exciting ways of forging these links is through competitions like Dare to be Digital, which is being held this year at Goldsmiths, University of London.

Dare to be Digital is a 10-week game design competition. “If the teams are successful and get into the competition,” says Natasha, “they will be designing a game from the beginning. But the most important thing is that they will work with professionals and be part of a team.” For many in the digital industry the key to staying ahead of the competition is learning to work with the different disciplines that make up this diverse creative sector. Natasha continues, “To make a game you need designers, programmers, artists and sound engineers. It’s important our students understand each others’ field before they graduate.”

Paul Durrant, director of Dare to be Digital, says that one of the main aims of the competition is to bring programmers and artists together. “There are a good range of courses producing high quality graduates,” he says, “but the different disciplines must understand each other and work well together. We are addressing that challenge.” The three winning teams at Dare to be Digital become BAFTA nominees and most of the people who take part get hired by the industry as soon as they graduate.

Companies like Digit, which develops interactive digital solutions for marketing and advertising, are keen to invite graduates into their offices. The director of Digit, Daljit Singh, says the quality of his internship students is very high. “London attracts an enormous amount of overseas students because of the quality of education and also the opportunities here to find work afterwards. There is a massive job market in the UK, as well as a lot of young creative companies. People come to London to try to find solutions to their digital media problems.”

Digital media is still in its infancy, and for that reason, everyone who works in the industry is always looking for new talent, whose freshness and creativity will be able to push the creative boundaries even further. As Duncan Best of the London Games Festival explains, “This is still a new medium. With video games you are seeing new things every day.” It is a very exciting time and digital media students at London’s institutions are in the best position possible to take the industry to another level.
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MULTIMEDIA MAN
The creative industries in London employ over 500,000 people. London graduate Steeve Pattoo discusses his studies and his work placement with Sony.

Paradise wasn’t the palm trees, turquoise water, and crystal-dusted beaches for Steeve Pattoo, he grew up with such scenery in Mauritius. “We lived right next to a dormant volcano for most of the year, but it felt confined,” he explains. “I was fascinated by computers and wanted to meet more people who shared my passion.”

Sitting on the grass next to the River Thames as streams of classical music fl oat out from Trinity College of Music, situated close to the University of Greenwich campus, Steeve explained that his family did not buy a computer until he was 16. With no one to learn from at his school he taught himself coding, “I was left on my own really,” he says. Steeve is now reaching the end of a BSc in Computing and Games Development at Greenwich. During his time in the city, he has found London preferable to ‘paradise,’ because it offers the means to realise his dreams.

The degree taught Steeve games development and production, including skills in animation, virtual reality and audio-visual production techniques. In his first year he designed a well-received asteroid game using Flash, and in his final year he developed a new way of using avatars to create graphic user names. Steeve was impressed by the teaching at Greenwich and got to know many of his lecturers. He also found the city itself a great learning tool. “London might be crowded,” he says, “but because there is so much going on here, it is easy to get the material you want. It’s also a great place to meet like-minded people and gives you the freedom to be yourself.”

Since London is one of the three gaming capitals in the world, Steeve also had the opportunity to make links with industry leaders. His work placement year was spent with Sony doing special projects. “The university has ties to lots of digital businesses,” he explains. “They contacted Sony and sent my CV.” Steeve was selected out of 30 candidates. “It was the first time I’d worked in a big corporation dealing with games and it was strangely nice.” He edited videos, interviewed famous game designers, and worked on coding. “It was when the Playstation 3 had just come out, so it was an exciting time. If something wasn’t working they would hand it to me and I’d fix it. The experience gave me lots of confidence.”

Steeve is now in the middle of organising his exhibit at the university’s end of year multimedia show, Pixel08, for which he designed the website. After his degree he would like to return to Sony or work for a digital company, but he is sure about one thing, staying in London. As he says, “this place is inspiring.”
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES ARE PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SPORTS CITY

Read how London’s universities are applying the latest techniques in physiotherapy, biomechanics and sports psychology to prepare future champions for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games.

Each week thousands of people in London are entertained by highly skilled athletes competing to be the best. The city is home to some of the world’s most famous sporting teams, tournaments and venues including Arsenal and Chelsea football clubs, cricket at Lord’s, tennis at Wimbledon, and not forgetting the 36,000 runners who take part in one of the world’s largest marathons each year. But like the city, sport in London does not stand still and London’s sporting professionals are now preparing for the arrival of the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012.

Athletes are working closely with London’s universities, benefiting from the latest research and practice in specialist areas including sports management, biomechanics, physiotherapy and sports science.

Brunel University has a longstanding reputation for excellence in sports teaching and research. It regularly attracts high-calibre students, including professional athletes who successfully combine study with training and competition. James Cracknell is an alumnus of Brunel and famous for the two gold medals he won in rowing at the 2000 Sydney and the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. James studied for an MSc Sport Sciences a year before his first Olympic win and acknowledges that his academic study provided welcome relief during the strenuous training as he prepared for the Olympics.

Brunel continues to invest in new technology and recently spent £14 million on sports and laboratory facilities to ensure their broad range of sports and research programmes benefit from state-of-the-art equipment. On the research front, Brunel’s Centre for Sports Medicine and Human Performance includes three exercise physiology laboratories, an environmental chamber to simulate extreme environments, two biomechanics laboratories and an exercise biochemistry laboratory. 

Professor José González-Alonso, director of the Centre, says, “Research is vital to improving an athlete’s performance. Many of our staff are former practitioners from a wide range of sports and all have a keen interest in both sports and research.” One research team at Brunel is investigating the relationship between fatigue and limitations in oxygen delivery to an athlete’s muscles. Other teams are researching the limitations of the respiratory system for Paralympians and Olympians as well as optimal movement patterns during running and throwing. “It is such research that will ensure both athletes and coaches understand how specialist training can turn them into champions,” said Professor González-Alonso.

Another one of London’s top performing sports institutions is St Mary’s University College, which provides a comprehensive sports development programme focusing on performance sport, events, recreational opportunities, coaching and broader sports development activities. The university is the designated UK Athletics’ High Performance Centre for endurance running and works closely with the London Marathon. St Mary’s have provided specialist facilities including dedicated on-site accommodation for athletes and their results have been outstanding. At the 2007 European Cross Country Championships, 14 of the 36 athletes representing Great Britain were from St Mary’s.

Roehampton University has 10 years of experience providing successful sport science Masters programmes. Dr Caroline Marlow, programme convener, said, “Roehampton provides both multidisciplinary and single discipline sport science programmes in biomechanics, physiology, psychology and sociology, where students achieve high level theoretical knowledge for application to the practical environment.”

Tammie Ho, an MSc Sport Psychology student at Roehampton said, “My course has been fulfilling and is practically-grounded, with energetic and learned lecturers. The vibrant and cosmopolitan energy of London is a big, big bonus.”

Students at Roehampton can also benefit from close links with sports clubs including Chelsea and Fulham football clubs, who provide opportunities for student internships, and from access to the state-of-the-art laboratories. 

The 2008 Beijing Games is encouraging London’s universities to enter collaborative partnerships with their Beijing counterparts. At the University of East London, Professor Keith Gilbert, director of the centre for disabilities, sport and health, will be in Beijing during the Games to meet Chinese universities such as the Beijing Sports University, Capital Institute for Sport and China Institute Sport Science. “The Beijing Games presents a fantastic opportunity to forge teaching and research links with universities in China,” he says. “Our aim is to bring the world class expertise in Beijing to London and vice-versa. Such exchanges will ensure students in both countries benefit from a diverse knowledge base.” Professor Gilbert was part of the team organising the Sydney Paralympics in 2000 and he is now counting down to the 2012 Games, helping his university organize initiatives including a new student scholarship, research activities and investment in new sports facilities.

Once the Beijing Games end, London’s universities will be looking to the London Olympics in 2012. At the Open University, something entirely unique is happening for the London Games. In partnership with the BBC, they are working on Olympic Dreams, a television series following athletes as they train and apply their sports science techniques to become a part of the British Olympic team for London 2012.

The London 2012 Games will be the culmination of years of hard work by athletes and their support teams in universities but for many more the work is just beginning. London’s universities are continuing to invest in their facilities and future champions of the sporting world to ensure the city remains a centre of sports excellence to 2012 and beyond.

Did you know?

London is home to FIVE Premier League football teams. They are Arsenal, Chelsea, Fulham, Tottenham Hotspur and West Ham.

(Source: Premierleague.com )
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SCIENCE PARTNERS

Research networks span the globe connecting many different partners. Read how London is forging innovative scientific partnerships.

As the emerging superpowers of India and China begin to play more prominent and active roles on the world economic stage, new academic relationships are developing. Rather than being low-cost locations for Western companies to manufacture goods, this new model enables Indian and Chinese scientists and researchers to take part in technological advances as equal partners, forming commercial and academic partnerships that extend far beyond the scope of previous collaborations.

Innovation China UK (ICUK) is a pioneering partnership between five British and 20 Chinese higher education institutions, led by Queen Mary, University of London. The partnership supports academic and business links between institutions across the UK and China. “We see scientists from China and the UK actively exchanging their knowledge and ideas,” said Manyi Cristofoli, executive director of ICUK.

Alongside Queen Mary, King’s College London and the Royal Veterinary College, University of London are helping to support research in energy, climate change, infectious diseases, biomedicine, drug discovery, nanotechnology, material science and space technology.

Research projects funded under the scheme include some highly topical subjects. One project is looking at the causes of earthquakes and how we can better understand and prepare for them. Members from the Beijing Olympics team also visited the King’s College Drugs Control Laboratory this year as part of its efforts to keep the games free of drugs cheats.

Similar collaborations have been forged between individual London universities and institutions around the world. University College London and Imperial College London’s joint venture, the London Centre for Nanotechnology, has recently linked up with a major centre in Japan, the National Institute for Materials Science. Research is underway to develop innovative solutions to problems in information processing, healthcare, energy and the environment.

Spin-out companies, formed in universities to commercialise scientific breakthrough technologies, are also benefiting from international partnerships. The biopharmaceutical company Lipoxen was spun out from the School of Pharmacy, aided by a €100,000 payment from the Schering-Plough Corporation in the US, to develop sustained release insulin for the veterinary health market.

In India there is a growing focus on the importance of intellectual property rights and how the country can benefit from strengthening these as it develops export markets for its technological and scientific innovations. Collaborations such as i2India, part of Imperial College London’s Imperial Innovations, aims to create commercial value from intellectual property in India. The organisation is working with the Confederation of Indian Industry to offer services to Indian companies and help transfer knowledge from London to India as part of a growing pattern of fruitful collaboration.

In a world ever more connected, where knowledge can be shared at the click of a mouse, these kinds of partnerships are increasingly important and offer the prospect of long term benefits on all sides.
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IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

London is a unique multicultural city with 300 languages spoken and students drawn from 200 nations. What better environment to study international relations?

“I was in my office when the President of Sierra Leone called and invited me to take up the position of Ambassador to the United States,” recalls Bockari Stevens. “Naturally, I was honoured and immediately accepted.” Fleeing civil war in Sierra Leone, Bockari arrived in London 15 years ago as a refugee. He found work and began studying at the University of East London’s (UEL) MA Refugee Studies.

After graduating, Bockari continued working in London until, in January 2008, he received the unexpected phone call from the President of Sierra Leone. He looks back at his time at UEL with affection. “It was a wonderful experience,” he says. “I was able to meet people from so many backgrounds, many similar to mine.” It is a spectacular story but by no means an isolated one because when it comes to studying international relations courses, there are few better cities to choose than London.

London’s position as a global city ensures it attracts the best quality teaching staff . What’s more, there are a wealth of leading think tanks based in the capital with strong links to London universities. Bodies like Chatham House, considered one of the world’s  most influential foreign policy think tanks and the International Institution for Strategic Studies, the world’s leading authority on political-military conflict, have accessible specialist libraries. Students can apply to become members of these bodies, which gives them the opportunity to attend high level talks and debates.

International relations courses cover a wide area and are taught in a number of universities in London. The University of Westminster’s Centre for the Study of Democracy (CSD) is a postgraduate teaching and research centre led by a team of internationally renowned scholars. Last year the influential New Statesman magazine said, “Rising media interest in CSD has ensured its reputation as a centre of original and excellent research unlike any other in Britain. It is well known for its interdisciplinary work, and research concentrates on the interplay of states, cultures and societies.”

Westminster also hosts the Diplomatic Academy of London where regular insights from senior government officials from the UK and overseas are shared with students from all over the world. Recent attendees to diplomatic courses include a group of Beijing police officers who came to Westminster for a one year MA course in International Liaison and Communication.

University College London’s (UCL) international relations courses attract both graduates and individuals who are mid-career, looking for change or a sabbatical from work to gain some academic knowledge.

This year’s intake includes a member from the Egyptian Foreign Ministry and last year’s included a member of the Chinese trade negotiating team. Course director, Dr David Hudson said, “The programme itself is very innovative and popular. We seek to bring public policy and practitioner perspectives together within an academic environment. In addition to standard courses, we get students to complete modules in policy formulation and public ethics. They can then specialize through options in foreign policy, international organisation, international security, international development, international law, justice and human rights.”

An interesting feature of the UCL course is a policy simulation based on a UN Security Council scenario. The university also has a bi-weekly speaker series where practitioners discuss their work and organisation. Speakers have included representatives from the World Health Organisation, International Organisation for Migration, UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the European Court of Justice. Previous students have undertaken internships in international organisations such as the European Union, the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights, the Council of Europe and the International Criminal Court as well as a host of non-governmental organisations.

Kingston University has created a specialist department called the Helen Bamber Centre for the Study of Rights, Conflict and Mass Violence. Its 13 strong team of leading academics often contribute articles in the mainstream media. Students from all over the world attend its courses. Dr James Ker-Lindsay, who specialises in southeast Europe, said that Kingston puts special emphasis on its visitor speaker programme. “Officials from the European Bank for Reconstruction, Amnesty International, the UK’s Department for International Development and overseas diplomats regularly speak to students about policy and trends. This is one of the great advantages of being in London. You can do this.”

Meanwhile at Goldsmiths, University of London, the emphasis is on culture, memory and knowledge in an international relations context. “We try to address issues in an innovative way,” said Jasna Dragovic-Soso, lecturer in International Relations. One focus of the course is how countries like Rwanda, South Africa and Chile handle their past. Students have the opportunity to spend two terms as interns at a wide range of non-governmental organisations, local government and even the Houses of Parliament.

King’s College London has a world-renowned War Studies department and offers a BA and a range of Master’s programmes. Senior figures, including the former UN secretary general Kofi Annan, the UK government’s secretary of defence, Des Browne and Philip Mudd, deputy director at the FBI, have all given talks to students recently.

The university also has strong links with the Defence Academy, a powerful force in developing thinking about defence and security for the UK government. King’s War Studies Group now generates on average £4 million per annum in research income, it comprises around 100 faculty and associated researchers and over 100 postgraduate research students, who come from a broad range of disciplines.

So whether it is post-conflict resolution or the latest on the art and science of inter-governmental diplomacy, London’s international relations courses are world-beaters.

Did you know?

Chatham House has been the home of the Royal Institute of International Affairs since 1920 and is famous for the ‘Chatham House Rule’ which facilitates free speech and confidentiality in meetings.

(Source: Chatham House)
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GLOBAL TRUST

London is home to the Wellcome Trust, the world’s second largest independent medical charity funding research to improve human and animal health.

The Wellcome Trust was established in 1936 and with an endowment of around £15 billion, it is the UK’s largest non-governmental source of funds for biomedical research. 
The Trust has established an amazing array of initiatives aimed at supporting research to increase understanding of health and disease, and to develop the use of that knowledge to create health benefits.

Through its support for biomedical and humanities research the Trust has developed a close and beneficial relationship with London’s universities and other academic centres. Over £80 million was awarded to London’s universities last year to support research that led to breakthroughs in areas such as tropical medicine and the opportunity for clinical training in a wide variety of disciplines. Three London universities also form part of a unique network of Trust centres for experimental medicine. Each institution focuses on a different specialism, including drug development, cancer and therapeutic mental illness.

The Wellcome Trust’s international fund develops research capacity within developing countries especially in the area of health. It also facilitates international collaborations and sponsors vital research on malaria and other diseases that cause high levels of mortality in the tropics with projects across Africa and South-East Asia.

The Trust’s library offers access to an impressive and growing collection of contemporary biomedical information relating to consumer health, popular science, biomedical ethics and the public understanding of science. The library has over 750,000 books and journals, an extensive range of manuscripts, archives and films, and more than 250,000 pictures. The library attracted over 30,000 visitors last year, including historians, academics, students, health professionals and artists.

The trust also funds the Centre for History of Medicine, which houses one of the world’s largest resources for the study of medical history.

In its impressive new £30 million public venue, the Wellcome Collection houses a state of the art conference centre, a fashionable café and three exhibition areas that host major thought-provoking art exhibitions exploring the connections between medicine, life and art.

It is this combination of innovation, collaboration and celebration that makes the  Wellcome Trust unique and offers London and its students such a valuable resource.
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EVENTS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London
www.studylondon.ac.uk

AUGUST

Notting Hill Carnival

Dance in the streets with 1.5 million revellers and enjoy the tastes, sights and sounds of the Caribbean at the biggest street party in Europe. Over three days, Notting Hill is alive with a collage of music and dance at one of the most anticipated events of the year.

AUGUST

London Mela

The Mela, a long-standing tradition in South Asia, brings people together in a festival atmosphere to enjoy Asian food, music and dance. Enjoy Bollywood, bhajis and bangra amid the colour and glitz of one of London’s most popular events.

SEPTEMBER

Open House

Discover the beauty behind the façades of some of London’s most celebrated buildings at the Open House weekend. This popular, free event opens eyes, minds and doors to London’s best kept architectural secrets, encouraging Londoners and visitors to explore and re-examine the city.

SEPTEMBER

London Design Festival

The London Design Festival has become a fixture on the international creative calendar. Engage with over 200 design projects from museums, retailers, creative businesses, magazines and designers at one of the most important design events in the world.

OCTOBER

Frieze Art Fair

Regent’s Park hosts more than 150 of the most exciting contemporary art galleries in the world. This four-day contemporary art fair includes specially commissioned artists’ projects, prestigious talks and artist-led education workshops.

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

Russian Winter Festival

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

China in London and Chinese New Year Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

Vaisakhi on the Square

The Camden Crawl

MAY

Africa Day celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

The London Festival of Architecture

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Rise Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical

Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

London Mela

Notting Hill Carnival

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations in Trafalgar Square

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali on Trafalgar Square

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution Christmas Lectures
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LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS

IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON THE ROYAL INSTITUTION.

SCIENCE SALON

For more than 200 years the Royal Institution of Great Britain (RI) has been a pioneer for scientific research. Some of the major scientific discoveries of the last two centuries have been made within the institution’s laboratories. These include the discovery of sodium and potassium by Sir Humphry Davy, electro-magnetic induction by Michael Faraday, why the sky is blue by John Tyndall and the liquefaction of hydrogen by James Dewar. To date 14 of the RI’s resident scientists have received the Nobel Prize and within the building ten chemical elements have been discovered. The technological applications of this research have transformed the way we live.

The RI, established in 1799, recently underwent a £22 million refurbishment programme and continues to promote scientific discovery and lead the way for scientific education and research through its lecture series. One of the characteristic features of a lecture at the RI is the inclusion of experimental demonstrations, which was first established in  1826 by Michael Faraday. The Friday Evening Discourses are formal lectures that cover a broad range of scientific and non-scientific subjects. While over 3,000 lectures have been delivered since their inception, two warrant a special mention, one delivered by Faraday in 1839 where he announced the existence of photography and the other where in 1897 J.J. Thomson announced the existence of the fundamental particle later called the electron.

The RI continues to host events with the creation of a Salon for Science, where people from all backgrounds meet to discuss the great scientific issues of today in the form of lectures, panel discussions and debates, often in the informal setting of the café. Membership of the RI is open to everyone and all you need is passion and enthusiasm for science and scientific debate. Baroness Susan Greenfield, RI’s Director, said, “We hope it will become the premier London venue for scientists, people who want to learn about science and the general public.”

Throughout its history, the RI has acquired a considerable collection of historical material, much of which is of international significance. The collections include original scientific apparatus, such as the first electric transformer, portraits of scientists and furniture associated with those who have worked in the building. A visit to the RI, located in the heart of London, will open up a new world of scientific discovery.
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