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WELCOME

WELCOME

We have all been inspired, impressed and amazed at the fantastic performances by all those British athletes who have proved they are literally the best in the world. It is no surprise then to see that the best in the world including our athletes choose London – the best city in the world to study – which for the second year running has topped the Global University City Index. Olympic 400m gold winner Christine Ohuruogu, studied linguistics at University College London and double equestrian gold winner Sophie Christiansen, studying mathematics at Royal Holloway, University of London are just two of a large number of London students and alumni who competed in Beijing.

There are currently 90,000 international students studying in London with more students from China than from any other country in the world. That is why, when in Beijing in August to collect the Olympic flag, I made a point of further promoting the tremendous academic opportunities offered by this unique city.

However it is not surprising that London is currently attracting so many students from around the world. Apart from the great choice available in London it is also a fantastically diverse and vibrant place in which to live and the contribution made by our overseas students cannot be underestimated.

I hope you enjoy reading insight and keeping abreast of the latest developments taking place in London and are inspired to study at the capital’s world-class universities and higher education colleges.

Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

November 2008

In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

LONDON HIGHER

Promoting and Advocating London’s Higher Education
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Ship-shape for 600 BC

UNIVERSITY of East London (UEL) graduate John Bainbridge has been selected as a member of the multinational crew for an ambitious attempt to recreate the first circumnavigation of Africa by the Phoenicians in 600 BC.

John will travel to Syria where the ‘Phoenicia’, a 21 metre replica vessel, is being constructed using traditional Phoenician methods. He will sail 17,000 miles over 12 months to prove the Phoenicians were capable of sailing around the continent.

Nobel Peace Prize honour

PROFESSOR John Morton from the University of Greenwich has been recognised for his contribution to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s fourth report, which won a Nobel Peace Prize. Professor Morton wrote the chapter that explored the effects of climate change on subsistence farmers in the semi-arid tropics. The report is now the world’s most authoritative report on climate change.

Cultural Collaboration

KING’S College London is collaborating with the British Library and the British Museum, two of the world’s most prestigious cultural institutions, to offer students two new Masters programmes, Early Modern English Literature: Text & Transmission and Eighteenth-Century Studies. Students will work with the unparalleled collections of manuscripts, books and artefacts held at the two institutions and benefit from the expertise of world-class curators. To celebrate the collaboration, King’s has announced Professor Morton four £2,500 scholarships.

Did you know?

There are 30,000 courses to choose from at London’s universities.

(Source: London Higher)
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LONDON 2012 NEWS

7.7m

Olympic Games tickets

5

New sports facilities after the Games – Olympic Stadium, Aquatics Centre, VeloPark, a Hockey and Tennis Centre and an indoor sports arena

1.5m 

Paralympic Games tickets

14,700 

Athletes at the Olympic and Paralympic Games

98% 

Of material generated from the demolition of the Olympic Park is being reused or recycled

9,000 

People will work on the construction of the Olympic Park

500,000 

Spectators transported to the Olympic Park each day

Visit: www.london2012.com to find out more.

Rare skeleton

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) is marking the 125th anniversary of the extinction of the quagga, a South African zebra that had a stripy front and a brown behind. The last quagga died in 1883 and the Grant Museum of Zoology at UCL is the only museum in England to house a quagga’s skeleton. There are only seven quagga skeletons in the world, making it the rarest skeleton on the planet.

Jack Ashby, zoologist at the Grant Museum, said, “Their unusual pelts were highly sought after and the only known photos of a living quagga were taken at London Zoo soon before the species died out.”

New Study London Blog

THE new Study London blog takes a tour of London’s educational resources to unearth the city’s little known treasures.

You can read about the world-class resources the city offers to support your studies. Read it at studylondonblog.wordpress.com.
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International development

THE newly opened London International Development Centre(LIDC) has announced a five-year research strategy focusing on six key areas including sustainable agriculture, health and climate change. The Centre forms the largest and most multidisciplinary academic group in the UK tackling the complex problems of international development in low and middle income regions. 

The LIDC is a collaborative project involving the School of Pharmacy; Birkbeck, University of London; Institute of Education; London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; the Royal Veterinary College; and the School of Oriental and African Studies. The Centre will work with students from over 100 postgraduate courses related to international development. It will break down the barriers to education and improve world health by creating partnerships with researchers, policymakers and practitioners across Africa and Asia.

Oman gold award

PROFESSOR Michael Crawford, director of the Institute of Brain Chemistry and Human Nutrition at London Metropolitan University, has been awarded a Gold Medal, forged by the Bank of Oman. The award is in recognition of his contribution to science and his involvement with the development of food policy in Oman, where he emphasised the important role of marine agriculture in the country’s diet.

Trafalgar Square commission

GOLDSMITHS, University of London alumni Antony Gormley and Yinka Shonibare, are the next two artists to exhibit on the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square.

This prime London location will host Antony Gormley’s ‘One and Other’, where members of the public will be the art work and occupy the Fourth Plinth for 100 consecutive days and nights. Th is will be followed by Yinka Shonibare’s, Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle, a replica of Nelson’s ship, HMS Victory, in a giant glass bottle with sails made of patterned textiles commonly associated with Africa.

Did you know?

There are 110 health and medical libraries in London.

(Source: London Higher)

THE LONDON COLUMN

London’s art world is defying the global economic gloom by recently undergoing a frantic period of auctions, fairs and gallery openings.

Sotheby’s led the way with an auction of Damien Hirst’s work breaking all records. Hirst, an alumni of Goldsmiths, University of London, auctioned over 200 new pieces and sold his work for £111 million in just two days.

Elsewhere in London, the Frieze Art Fair opened in a buoyant mood with more than 450 galleries applying for 150 places, an indication of the prestige this showcase now enjoys.

The highpoint of the autumn season was the opening of Charles Saatchi’s new 70,000 sq ft gallery, with an exhibition of contemporary Chinese art. Saatchi is known for nurturing young artistic talent. It has been reported that more dealers are searching for new talent with over half of all art school graduates signing with a dealer within a year of graduation.

Being an artist in London has never been such a safe investment.
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Safe surf

MARK Dowson from Brunel University has designed Surfscreen, the first ever natural and instantly biodegradable sunscreen dispenser for surfers that will minimise sunburn during a long day in the surf. The industrial design student’s product consists of an organic soft gel sun cream capsule made from agar, a natural extract found in seaweed.

Each capsule contains a single application of sunscreen. Surfers keep the gel-like capsules waterproof by wearing an armband with five watertight compartments where the capsules are stored. Once the used capsules are tossed into the water its natural components instantly biodegrade leaving no trace of pollution.

River Island Gold Award

ONE of the most prestigious prizes for graduate fashion, the River Island Gold Award, has been awarded to Jessica Au from Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication. Jessica took home the £20,000 prize presented by industry icon Claudia Schiff er. Richard Bradbury, CEO of River Island, said Jessica’s collection was ‘fresh and energetic’.

Journalism prize

UNIVERSITY of Westminster broadcast postgraduate student, Stuart Ross, won the 2008 World Press Freedom Day Student Journalism Competition for his podcast arguing that new media is not killing journalism. Stuart, who has produced material for the BBC, beat strong competition to scoop the prestigious award at the annual UNESCO World Press Freedom Day debate. Stuart said, “Far from killing journalism, new media is helping it to flourish.”

ADVERT

Get Connected in London

Postgraduate Degrees in Computing and Information Systems


London location – ideally positioned between the heart of the capital and major technology companies


Industry-focussed MSc degrees to equip you with an internationally recognized qualification


Options for gaining vendor qualifications from Microsoft and Cisco


Most courses are taught in week-long blocks – giving the flexibility to take part-time work, or simply explore the city


Most international students who complete our Master degrees can apply for a 12 month work visa for the UK


A choice of January and September start dates


A £1500 scholarship available

Courses offered:

Electronic Commerce

Informatics

Information Systems

IT and Strategic Innovation

Network and Data Communications

Software Engineering

User Interaction Design

Web Development

Embedded Systems

Network and Information Security

Computer Vision and Image Analysis

Combine any course with Management Studies at Kingston Business School

Download our prospectus today http://cism.kingston.ac.uk/pgint or email cism@kingston.ac.uk for further information

Kingston University London
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Formula Zero

IMPERIAL College London students made it to the semi-finals of the world’s first-ever zero emissions motorsport championship. Imperial’s team competed with six universities from around the world for the 2008 Formula Zero Championship that took place in the Netherlands. Each team designed and developed their own fuel cell karts. Unlike conventional engines, fuel cells produce electricity when hydrogen fuel reacts with oxygen taken from the air, leaving water as the only exhaust product.

New creative quarter

CENTRAL Saint Martins College of Art and Design has unveiled its state-of-the-art new home, which will open in the heart of King’s Cross by 2011. The College will be the jewel in the crown of the 67-acre King’s Cross regeneration development.

The proposed move will see the College, part of University of the Arts London, focus its world leading expertise in art and design on one site. This hub of artistic energy will form a new creative quarter in central London close to the Eurostar terminus.

iTunes U(CL)

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) has launched ‘UCL on iTunes U’, enabling students to  download lectures, interviews, seminars and news to their iPod or computer. UCL is the first university outside North America to appear on iTunes U, which is a dedicated area featuring free educational content. Highlights include enterprise, global health, a virtual tour of the Slade School of Fine Art Summer Show and the popular Lunch Hour Lectures, which provide students with a behind-the-scenes look at UCL’s cutting-edge research.

Lowering emissions

THE UK’s first centre of excellence in low carbon technologies for buildings will open at London South Bank University (LSBU) in 2009. The Centre for Efficient and Renewable Energy in Buildings will be a unique resource for teaching and research at the forefront of low carbon building design. It will provide a wealth of resources in sustainable energy technology, building design, construction and management. The Centre is the result of a partnership between LSBU, City University London and Kingston University London.

Did you know?

30% of London’s population were born overseas

(Source: Think London)
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Student accommodation transforming London

AFTER a hard day studying, students in London can return home to secure, modern accommodation. Massive investment is transforming student accommodation in London, living students the choice of hundreds of locations and thousands of stylish, 21st century rooms in the heart of the city.

One accommodation provider taking London’s student accommodation into the future is Nido, who have just completed developing a campus in King’s Cross offering students purpose-built rooms complete with the latest technology. Students can enjoy free wireless internet access, an on-site fitness centre and an ultra-modern bedroom. A cashless system helps students pay for items in the café, the laundry and vending machines.

Another accommodation provider adding the ‘wow-factor’ to student accommodation is Unite, whose new Woburn Place development will provide stylish studio rooms within easy reach of popular London attractions. Relax with a wall-mounted fl at screen TV, high speed internet access, contemporary furniture, a modern hideaway kitchen and a large study area. A cleaner visits once a week to ensure students can spend all their time studying in the world’s knowledge capital.

ADVERT

student living

want to live London your way?

Nido is a stylish home in the heart of London designed for modern life. This great space includes everything you need for hassle free living, and at just five tube stops away from London´s major universities.


A community of 1045 students


Central zone 1 location near King´s Cross


Café, fitness studio and movie screening room


Free internet access and VOIP system


Student services support team and resident’s intranet


24/7 security


Nido Spitalfield and Nido Barcelona opening in 2010

Singles available for full year bookings

Twins available over the holiday and summer

To find out more visit

www.nidokingscross.com
Nido
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL

MARKETING MIX

Marketing and advertising industries are rapidly changing. Read how London’s universities are meeting these challenges through new innovative courses.

When it comes to selling, London is always one step ahead of the competition. The UK’s advertising and marketing industries are the largest in Europe and London is one of the world’s three acknowledged capitals for advertising. The city is a pull for talented people seeking to get into these businesses, not only because of the job opportunities and work placements available at world-class agencies such as Mother and M & C Saatchi, but also because of the innovative degrees on offer.

Mohammed Alaeddin came from Jordan a year ago to join the new MA in Creative Economy, launched at Kingston University London. He had worked on the creative side of advertising in Jordan for four years and decided London was the best place to extend his knowledge. “In  today’s world being just a creative might not cut it, you have to have a business sense too. I found this degree online and applied because it bridges the age-old rift between business and creativity.”

London has already gone a long way to repair this ‘rift’. A report by the Greater London Authority concluded that there are ‘intimate links’ between London’s creative industries and its financial and business services. Which is why when Mohammed finishes his course, he hopes to stay in London and enter a workplace where business and creativity work in synthesis. He has found London to be a hub of creativity. “I don’t think anyone can get bored here because you can involve yourself with anything at any point in time. No city in the world is as exciting.”

Kingston is one of many institutions that train students in both the business and creative sectors. For example Birkbeck, part of the University of London, has an innovative MA in Arts Policy and Management that emphasises an industry-focused approach. The degree incorporates both marketing and advertising to produce high calibre managers. As course teacher Dr Geoffrey Brandt says, “We combine skills training with a sound theoretical foundation. We also maintain a strong link between the arts sector through professionally active staff and visiting speakers.”

London’s students can expect to be trained by industry leaders. Ali Bucknall is planning director for a London-based marketing and communications agency, Elvis Communications. She previously worked for Leo Burnett, one of the world’s top advertising agencies. She also teaches at the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising (IPA), the London-based trade and professional body for advertising, media and marketing. The IPA offer dynamic courses running throughout the year that are very highly regarded in the industry. “Training is becoming more critical in the advertising and marketing sector,” Ali explains. “Employers put greater emphasis on qualifications because the change in the industry is so huge at the moment.”

London’s advertising agencies are always looking towards and beyond each new technological challenge. It is the leader in Europe when it comes to digital marketing and advertising, and has a reputation for creativity and platform development. “This city has such creative energy,” Ali Bucknall continues, “The agencies here are continually looking to stretch further and find new methods of communication. The baseline of our industry is changing ever faster, so you have to train people to be sure they have the best skills possible.”

London has the largest number of marketers in Europe. Almost nine percent of the international Chartered Institute of Marketing’s (CIM) 50,000 members are based in London, and institutions like London Metropolitan University run courses that specifically lead to a CIM qualification. There are scores of dedicated marketing agencies based in London, but of course marketing jobs can also be found within organisations throughout the city.

Vytaut Kedyt arrived at the University of Westminster from Lithuania with the hope of finding a job after she graduated from her BA in Marketing Communications. “There are no jobs for me back home,” she says. “So I came here to take advantage of the marketing training and opportunities in the city.”

Vytaut was interested in working in the charity sector. While studying she found a part-time marketing job at a charity that gave her both the funds and the experience to complete her studies. She has now finished her degree and is working for Rainer Crime Concern, a charity that helps young people. “My course at Westminster was invaluable for getting this job. The people I met and the tutors were wonderful. I can certainly feel the results.”

When Vytaut arrived in London she soon realised the city itself was a place to continue her learning outside the classroom. “This is a very multicultural place. You learn about different cultures from those around you and that has affected my view on consumerism from a marketing perspective. Also there are very good resources here, the libraries are very rich.”

London has archives and museums dedicated to marketing and advertising. At the Design Museum there is a wealth of industry-related exhibits and the Museum of Brands, Packaging and Advertising houses 12,000 original advertising items. There are also industry events throughout the year, such as the D&DA awards, which also includes student awards.

The industry continually encourages links between students and their future employers. The D&DA invests £2 million a year to support universities and graduates, while the IPA’s direct marketing summer school offers students the chance to win placements at top direct marketing agencies in the UK.

Two thirds of all international advertising agencies have their European headquarters in the city, while seven of the top ten marketing agencies in the world have their corporate headquarters in the capital. Which is why, when it comes to choosing a place to study advertising and marketing, London sells itself.

Did you know?

There are 30,000 advertising employees based in London.

(Source: Think London)
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

BUSINESS LINKS

London’s business schools have a vast range of collaborative educational links giving students a broader global perspective.

‘See the world, visit London’ is the latest advertisement promoting London to tourists but for the city’s international students, ‘meet the world, study in London’ would be more appropriate. Nowhere is this more evident than in London’s business schools.

At London Business School (LBS) students come from 70 countries, while at Imperial College Business School 67 percent of the MBA class are international students. This internationalism isn’t just based in the classroom. LBS also has one of the largest international exchange programmes in the world and students have the opportunity to undertake exchanges with 34 partner schools across the globe.

Jessie Mello, an LBS student from Bermuda, dreamt of working internationally and studied Chinese business while on exchange in Hong Kong. She said, “I wanted some in-depth experience in Asia, and China is a huge growth market in the entertainment and leisure industry,” an industry she wants to work in.

Understanding the Chinese business environment is also important for students at Cass Business School at City University London. The School hosts a China Symposium to equip students with the knowledge to work effectively in China. Also, Cass recently opened an office in Shanghai to forge links with Chinese businesses. Cass has also launched the Dubai-based MBA in association with the Dubai International Financial Centre, offering a specialist stream in Islamic Finance.

At London School of Economics’ TRIUM MBA, students study in three locations with partner schools in New York and Paris. While London Business School’s EMBA-Global programme students study in New York and Hong Kong.

Collaboration with business schools in India is also on the increase with London Metropolitan University announcing a partnership with the Institute of Management Technology in Ghaziabad to foster student exchanges in areas of finance, economics and international trade. While a new Centre for Indian Business at the University of Greenwich will provide courses and research to organisations conducting business in and with India.

London is a truly global city and the internationalism evident within the city’s business schools helps students establish a global network that will remain with them long after their degree has been awarded.
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Goldsmiths, University of London

Unique

Goldsmiths is about the freedom to experiment, to think differently, to be an individual. That´s why our list of former students includes names like Antony Gormley, John Cale, Damien Hirst, Mary Quant, Bridget Riley, Sam Taylor-Wood, Graham Coxon.

Why choose Goldsmiths?

Outlook

Our distinctive approach to learning and research encourages you to explore ideas that challenge and push preconceived boundaries, meaning that you’ll be stretched intellectually and creatively.

Location

Our Sout East London location will give you a unique perspective on the capital – and we’re just a 15 minute train journey from central London.

Diversity

Our students come from 120 different countries, and nearly 20% are from outside the EU, helping to create the diverse student population that we are so proud of. 

Excellence

We have a reputation for excellence in the arts, humanities and social sciences, and we’ve been part of the internationally recognised University of London for more than a century, meaning that you’ll benefit from all the facilities that entails.

Community

At Goldsmiths you’ll also find almost everything together on one site, so there’s a strong campus feel to life here: we’re big enough to offer some fantastic facilities, but not so big that things seem impersonal and unfriendly. We’ve been voted London’s friendliest university for the past two years.

Find out more about our undergraduate, postgraduate and Study Abroad learning opportunities.

www.goldsmiths.ac.uk
Goldsmiths

University of London
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CREATIVE ARTS

IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT

SOUND OF MUSIC

From pop to classical and hip-hop to opera, London’s music scene is one of the most diverse and vibrant in the world.

London has produced some of the greatest musicians in the world. Acclaimed bands such as Coldplay and The Rolling Stones were educated in London, as were many classical music celebrities such as Sir Simon Rattle and Lesley Garrett. But the city never stands still and is continually nurturing tomorrow’s top musicians. Stars in the making arrive in the city with talent, but talent also requires a solid infrastructure, and London has everything they need to build a successful career. The sheer concentration of music fans and professionals in the capital make it one of the best places to study music. Britain is the third largest music market in the world, with the British public spending £6 billion a year on music. Nine-tenths of music business activity takes place in the capital and all the major record labels have offices in London. The city is also a centre for live entertainment and is full of world-class music venues such as the Royal Festival Hall, Wigmore Hall, the Royal Albert Hall, Royal Opera House and the Barbican.

Networking events like London Calling and The London International Music Show are held throughout the year and the industry works with colleges to make sure London retains its commercial edge. Initiatives such as the University of Westminster’s MusicTank brings together music publishers, managers and producers to discuss innovative ideas and foster collaboration, providing an essential networking forum for the UK music industry. But what really defines London’s success is the quality of training that universities offer. Courses and masterclasses are run by industry professionals and world renowned performers who have the experience to guide each student to success.

The group Blake is London’s most recent classical music phenomenon. The group’s four singers were taught at London’s Guildhall School of Music and Drama and also the Central School of Speech and Drama. They met on Facebook and were quickly signed to Universal Music. Their first album rocketed to the top of the classical music charts last year and won them a Classical Brit award. “It was phenomenal training,” says Stephen Bowman of Blake. “My singing tutors at Guildhall had great professional careers in their own right and taught us not only the musical skills, but also essential preparation for the tough competition when you graduate.”

Stjepan Hauser is another young musician who decided London was the best place to hone his considerable talent. The 24 year-old cellist grew up in Croatia and has won no less than 19 first prizes in national and international music competitions. Having performed in the biggest venues in Europe, he came to London last year to study for a MMus at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. “Not only is my teacher really good,” he says, “But the whole environment at Trinity is inspiring.”

Stjepan has also been invigorated by London’s multiculturalism, “In London you get to study in beautiful places, but you are also meeting people from cultures from all over the world. It’s an exciting, stimulating city. It is also the best place to make opportunities happen.” London’s music colleges are well known for their international students. The Royal Academy of Music has 50 countries represented in their student population and 35 percent of the Royal College of Music’s students come from overseas.

Many of these students are attracted to London by the wide range of musical genres being performed in the city. From pop to classical, and from hip-hop to opera, every student will find a course to suit them. Goldsmith’s Centre for Contemporary Music Cultures offers flexible tutoring in all kinds of contemporary music and has firm links to the industry, with experts like ambient musician Brian Eno giving lectures to students. Cutting-edge degrees are also on offer, such as Kingston University London’s MMus in Composing for Film and Television, and Thames Valley University’s BA in Music Technology and World Music.

The Royal Academy of Music’s postgraduate conducting programme examines what lies behind the art of conducting and is one of the foremost programmes in the subject. An essential part of the course is the opportunity to work regularly with professional orchestras and with eminent conductors from around the world.

Like language, music is a universal means of cultural expression. At the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) students study the world’s many diverse music cultures. SOAS has a large portfolio of world music courses and each year runs a World Music Summer School where students can learn a range of musical styles such as Bulgarian singing, Tibetan music bowls and Beijing opera.

London’s institutions often take music outside of the concert hall by producing CDs featuring student performers and a number of colleges, such as Trinity Laban, have their own recording studio facilities. Trinity Laban was recently formed from the merger of Trinity College of Music and Laban dance college, offering the students the opportunity to work with professionals from other art forms. As the director Anthony Bowne explains, “We link musicians and dance artists so they will have a robust working life in the future. Collaboration is the key to success.”

Universities also participate in groundbreaking musical innovations. William Longden, a PhD student at London Metropolitan University, recently received a London Health Commission award for a music project called Joy of Sound. The project helps adults with profound and multiple learning difficulties participate in music groups using bespoke musical instruments designed by William. Back at Goldsmiths, musical technology researchers have developed the Brain Computer Interface for Music, which translates thoughts into musical notes using electrical impulses from the brain. Dr Grierson, who developed the computer, says it’s aimed at composers who have multiple sclerosis and other physical disabilities who still want to continue making music.

London is a place to break down barriers and gives everyone the freedom to experiment and to realise their musical dreams. Whatever the challenge, the capital’s universities and colleges provide the support and links to the industry to make the most of every student’s talent.

Did you know?

London has over 5,000 music venues.

(Source: Evening Standard)

Did you know?

Over 600,000 people attend performances at the Royal Opera House each year.

(Source: Royal Opera House)
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CREATIVE ARTS

CENTRE STAGE

South African student Sarah-Jane Brandon tells us why London is number one for opera music.

Growing up in South Africa Sarah-Jane Brandon was in her late teens when she saw her first concert. “I felt excitement and energy watching the singer,” she remembers.

After completing an opera undergraduate degree in Cape Town, Sarah-Jane came to London to take her singing education to a higher level. She was awarded a scholarship to study at the Royal College of Music (RCM) and in her first week attended a masterclass with the famous mezzo soprano, Sarah Walker. “I was petrified, but she gave me a huge amount of confidence. In fact, all my teachers have been an inspiration, that’s why the college turns out such polished performers. The area around the college is so beautiful, it’s right by Hyde Park, you would have to work hard not to be inspired here.”

Sarah-Jane quickly learnt that simply being in London gave her opportunities to get her talent heard. Outside her course she has entered and won six prizes in the last year, including the prestigious Maggie Teyte Prize, for which she received £2,000, plus the chance to sing at the world famous Royal Opera House. “The recital went well. It was amazing to imagine Pavarotti sang there!”

Sarah-Jane is one of RCM’s many international students. “Of course I sometimes miss the South African weather, but Londoners are very kind and generous people.” Most importantly, London is also home to thousands of classical music fans. “You can’t imagine that the amount of music put on here can possibly get an audience,” she says, “But you have to book some opera tickets months in advance. It’s incredible compared to South Africa, where an opera audience is often made up of just ten people.”

When Sarah-Jane goes to the opera she always sits right at the top in ‘the gods’ where, she says, “You can’t see a thing, but you can hear everything.” She wants to get on a young artists programme when she graduates and since she is already making serious waves in the opera world, it will not be long before she descends from the gods and takes centre stage.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON IS PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

GOING UNDERGROUND

Discover how universities are working with Transport for London to transform the city’s transport network.

London’s underground train network is the oldest and one of the largest in the world. The first train line, the Metropolitan District Railway, opened in 1863 and work on the network continues today as engineers complete the East London Line in time for the 2012 Olympic Games.

The Underground’s age and size both pose their own problems and today’s commuters are confronted with a system that has not modernised as quickly as the rest of London’s infrastructure. The government recently made a series of announcements signaling major improvements in the capital’s transport infrastructure to help the city plan for the 2012 Olympic Games and beyond. There are also short-term developments taking place on London’s transport system, many of which are in partnership with universities in London or based on research undertaken by academics.

Keeping Londoners cool while deep underground during the summer months has been a major issue in recent years. The Tube, as the deep-level lines of the underground are known, was originally built long before air conditioning was invented. Tunnels were designed and built with only enough space for trains. This means that in the deep-level tubes there is very little space for air-conditioning units on trains and nowhere to release the heat. Consequently the conditions can be stifling in the summer months.

This is one of the many challenges being addressed by London Underground’s ‘Cool the Tube’ project team. London Underground has been working with London South Bank University where a team, headed by Professor Graeme Maidment, has developed an innovative and award-winning groundwater cooling scheme at Victoria Tube station.

Across London’s underground network 30 million litres of groundwater are pumped out each day. The cooling system trialled at Victoria station uses this groundwater to supply three exchange units that use the water to cool warm air before releasing the cooled air back into the station. London’s plentiful supply of groundwater is at a seasonally constant temperature of around 10°C, which is perfect for cooling.

The trial has proven an environmentally-friendly cooling solution for the Victoria line platforms and has been recognized with a prestigious Innovation Award by the Carbon Trust, a company set up by the government to assist in developing commercial low carbon technologies.

David Waboso, London Underground’s director of engineering said, “The groundwater cooling trial at Victoria uses an available and sustainable energy source that has had a very noticeable impact in reducing temperatures on the Victoria line concourse and platforms.”

Transport for London’s (TfL) responsibilities stretch beyond trains and buses, and in recent years they have been developing schemes to improve London’s air quality. TfL, in association with researchers at the University of Westminster, investigated the introduction of the London Low Emission Zone. The Zone’s aim is to significantly reduce the pollution that is created by older diesel trucks on London’s roads, which in turn will lead to an improvement in London’s air quality. Before such a system could be introduced, TfL worked with Julian Allen, a research fellow with Westminster’s Transport Group, to undertake the feasibility study to gain an overall picture of the Zone’s effect on freight companies in the capital.

The study examined what freight companies would need to do to comply with the introduction of such a zone in the London area. Julian explains, “This included investigation of potential fleet compliance, fleet replacement strategies, likelihood of route diversion and possible cost impacts for freight companies.”

In February 2008 the Zone came into operation and early studies have shown a high compliance rate with trucks using London’s roads becoming significantly cleaner. But research into air quality didn’t stop there and further studies have been carried out by researchers from the Environmental Research Group at King’s College London, colleagues at London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and St George’s, University of London. This research team embarked on a long-term study looking into the correlation between people living near roads utilised by heavy-duty traffic and the increased prevalence of chronic respiratory symptoms.

The Environmental Research Group at King’s has also recently completed an extensive three-year study into the effects of the London Congestion Charging Scheme (CCS) on air quality. The CCS is a traffic management scheme introduced to reduce the number of vehicles entering central London during the working week, thereby reducing congestion and pollution. Researchers found that traffic entering the zone during charging hours had declined by 18 percent, reducing overall pollution in the central London area.

The key to London’s success is moving people quickly and efficiently around a vast area. With the population of the city set to increase by 700,000 over the next decade, new major infrastructure projects like Crossrail, an east-west train line under central London, are needed to maintain London’s status as a global city. Crossrail is the largest addition to London’s transport network in 50 years and will also stretch beyond the city’s boundary. It will add ten percent to the Underground’s capacity, transporting 200 million people each year.

London is constantly changing as large infrastructure projects are developed in preparation for the Olympic Games in 2012, when eight million spectators will be transported to and from sporting venues. The extension of the East London Line in 2010/11 will complement the ten rail lines that will service the Olympic Park. Originally built in 1869 the East London Line is being rebranded and extended to form part of the wider London Overground orbital network, which will allow passengers to travel around London by train without having to enter central London.

Never has there been a better time to study engineering or transport planning and to tackle some of the greatest infrastructural challenges faced by one of the world’s greatest cities.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

THE SMALLER THE BIGGER

Discover how London’s universities are working to unlock the potential of nanotechnology.

The UK is a world leader in nanotechnology and London’s universities are at the forefront of groundbreaking research that has the potential to change society, industry, the environment and health.

Nanotechnology is about making and manipulating extremely tiny particles measured in nanometres. A nanometre is a millionth of a millimetre. The width of a single human hair is around 80,000 nanometres. Nanotechnology stretches across the spectrum of science, medicine, physics, engineering and chemistry. Although a relatively new field of research, nanotechnology is already being used in a wide variety of everyday objects including computers, medical equipment and building materials.

The London Centre for Nanotechnology (LCN) is a unique collaboration between two London Universities that is uncovering the potential of nanotechnology. Its purpose-built facilities bring together world-class experts in engineering, physical sciences and biomedicine from University College London and Imperial College London.

The LCN has superb access to corporate investment and industrial partners. The Centre is currently working on projects to provide new routes to manufacture and deliver drugs. One such project uses nanoparticles that can be attached to molecules or proteins so when swallowed they deliver a therapy to a specific site in the body such as a tumour.

At Queen Mary, University of London, students can study a Nanoscience and Nanotechnology BSc. The University has recently opened the NanoVision Centre, a state-of-the-art microscope unit, which combines existing microscopy techniques in a unique way for the first time in the UK. Dr Mark Baxendale, reader in nanotechnology at Queen Mary, believes there are huge benefits studying in a city with access to such facilities. “There are many research groups at Queen Mary and other London colleges involved in nanotechnology research. Students emerge from the degree programme with up-to-date knowledge of the latest developments in this new and rapidly changing field.”

The potential of nanotechnology is significant. Predictions include the use of nano-robots to slow or reverse the ageing process and even create a clean, sustainable energy capable of powering the world into the next century and beyond.

Innovation at London universities will continue to push the boundaries of nanotechnology and increase our understanding of this potentially life-changing science.
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IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY

TEACHING THE TEACHERS

Learn why thousands of international students train to become teachers in London.

Education is crucial in creating fairer societies across the world and is also a key contributor to the achievement of the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals. Education experts at London’s universities are providing high quality teacher training to help realise the aim of universal education. Such training enables individuals to develop their skills and also helps international governments create education systems within their own country.

The range and type of teacher training courses available in London is huge with over 3,000 international students undertaking education-related courses each year. The Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) is offered by a number of the capital’s universities and there is also a range of education-focused Masters degrees. Institutions such as the Institute of Education (IOE) also offer short courses and host conferences for professionals at all levels and a large number of universities host an impressive range of international speakers to debate leading educational practices and theories.

Dr Jim Anderson of Goldsmiths, University of London runs a flexible secondary PGCE, which won the prestigious European Award for Languages. The course trains students to teach Arabic, Urdu, Mandarin and Punjabi. “International students are drawn to the UK because of its reputation for high quality, cutting-edge training,” Dr Anderson explained. “Students particularly value the experiences afforded them through teaching in the capital’s schools.” The course is attracting a growing number of international students, in particular from China and Taiwan.

Kingston University London has launched its MA Education in English Language Teaching in response to demand from an increasing number of professionals teaching English as a foreign language or seeking to set up language schools worldwide. “Our aim is to develop professionals capable of working beyond basic English teaching who are able to go forward with new skills and ideas into what is a steadily expanding workplace around the world,” says Andy Hudson, head of the School of Education.

Dalal Beidoun recently completed the course. “The course was a great experience for me, specially as I had always lived in Kuwait and had never studied abroad. It was challenging, fun, interesting and inspirational. Now that I’ve completed it, I’m heading back to Kuwait where I will be teaching English to first and second year students at Kuwait University.” Kingston is also about to launch a new Masters, which will compare international educational systems and investigate universal themes including the relationship between education, citizenship and rapid social change.

The IOE’s education and international development department has a cluster of four Masters courses promoting education and health in low- and middle-income countries. They combine education and international development with subjects such as health promotion, educational planning, economics and gender.

IOE student Somaiya Ayoob is writing her MA Education in International Development dissertation on the role of public-private partnerships in Pakistan. “I’ve learned a lot here and can apply it back at work,” she says. Somaiya works for the Sindh Education Foundation in Pakistan where she has set up different ways to disseminate the work of the foundation including a children’s newsletter that uses cartoons and pictures to educate young children about such matters as health and nutrition. One of her goals is to get more resources from the provincial government for early childhood development, whose importance has yet to be realised in Pakistan. “Schools get government funds for children over five, but for children under five they get nothing. I want to change this,” she explains. Once she has finished her course she wants to continue her studies in London, “I love studying over here. It’s just fascinating.”

Chinese PhD student Xiehu Zou was determined to come to London for his doctoral studies because of King’s College London’s reputation as one of the world leaders in education research. He was granted a KC Wong Scholarship, jointly funded by the KC Wong Foundation, Chinese and British governments. “I’m looking at the impact of student aid policies in the Chinese context, research I hope to use to help students in need in my home country,” Xiehu explained. “It has been an interesting time of professional development working alongside other members of staff, a busy but enjoyable two years,” says Xiehu, who is impressed by the university’s resources.

Xiehu is not the only one to benefit from expertise at King’s. The university is also helping a group of Malaysian head teachers through its postgraduate programme on school leadership and management. The course offers a ‘time out’ for experienced head teachers and an opportunity for near total immersion in the educational leadership practice of a different culture. After eight weeks in London, which included placements within two schools to examine other methods of management and leadership, the Malaysian head teachers have returned home to work at a ministerial level on future developments in secondary education.

St Mary’s University College is also supporting a group of teachers, this time from Khayelitsha, a poor township 35 miles west of Cape Town. The teachers are working on a modular programme to gain their Masters degrees. Meanwhile teachers from Muslim communities in Canada, India, Pakistan, Tajikistan and the USA have embarked on a new course created by IOE, which will culminate in two postgraduate awards including a new MA Education Muslim Societies and Civilisations. The course is run in collaboration with the Institute of Ismaili Studies and is open to both new and qualified teachers. The programme incorporates practical teaching experience at Ismaili religious education centres in other countries and also secular schools in London.

At the University of East London, the new £16.5 million Sir John Cass School of Education’s state-of-the-art centre for teacher training and research will open at the end of 2008. Organised around a central atrium with information and exhibition spaces, it will house spacious teaching and student consultation rooms as well as a performance space.

It is often said London is an education. This is particularly true for the city’s universities and teacher training students who are sharing their educational expertise to ensure the aim of universal education becomes a reality.

Did you know?

London has over 360 public libraries.

(Source: MLA London)
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HEALTH & PUBLIC POLICY

TACKLING OBESITY

Researchers in London’s universities are working to both understand and combat obesity across the globe.

Obesity is a modern global problem. Statistics for the condition did not exist 50 years ago and yet the World Health Organisation (WHO) predicts there will be 2.3 billion overweight adults in the world by 2015, with 700 million obese.

Type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease are closely linked with obesity and obese people are five times more likely to have high blood pressure than people with a healthy weight. Such conditions have an impact on a country’s economic productivity. WHO estimates that over the next decade China is set to lose US$558 billion and India $237 billion in national income as a result of diabetes and heart disease.

London’s universities are at the forefront of crucial research to help address this global issue, leading the way on creating possible solutions and understanding why obesity affects some people and not others. Scientists at Queen Mary, University of London have identified a genetic link to obesity. Individuals possessing two copies of a particular gene variant have a 70 percent higher risk of being obese than those with none.

Further genetic research by King’s College London and University College London shows that the gene associated with obesity affects appetite and those with the gene are less likely to recognise when they are full. To combat some of these issues scientists at Imperial College London are creating a drug using a natural gut hormone that mimics the body’s ‘full’ response. The drug is capable of reducing appetite by up to a third and the long-term goal is to produce it in a form that can be absorbed in the mouth like a chewing gum or inhaled via a spray.

Elsewhere, a study by the Royal Veterinary College concludes that mothers who eat an unhealthy diet during pregnancy may put their children at risk of developing long-term, irreversible health issues including obesity.

In addition to such vital research, London’s universities teach a range of nutritional courses that will produce the next generation of nutritional scientists. Today’s students are tomorrow’s experts and it is they who will work with the food industry and government agencies to help stem the tide of obesity.
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EVENTS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London

www.studylondon.ac.uk

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

Join the Lord Mayor’s procession, winding through 800 years of London history when the newly elected Lord Mayor makes his way to the Royal Courts of Justice to pledge allegiance to the Crown. Enjoy the Show with 6,000 performers, 200 vehicles, 70 fl oats and 24 marching bands.

NOVEMBER

London Jazz Festival

Jazz enthusiasts and newcomers come together for an inspiring ten days of jazz, packed with everything from be-bop to beat-box. Take your pick of 192 concerts at 41 venues and listen to some of the world’s best jazz music.

DECEMBER

Christmas Carols in Trafalgar Square

Listen to school and charity choirs that help raise money for good causes each December. Carols are sung beneath the 20 metre tall Christmas tree donated by Norway every year since 1947 as a token of Norwegian and British friendship.

DECEMBER

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Countdown to the New Year with 350,000 revellers and enjoy a spectacular fireworks display against the backdrop of the London Eye and Houses of Parliament. Big Ben’s famous chimes start the celebrations at midnight making this free event a night to remember.

JANUARY 2009

International Mime Festival

Challenge your expectations of mime with London’s guide to the best in contemporary, international visual theatre. Quietly enjoy performances at some of London’s most prestigious venues.

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

Russian Winter Festival

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

China in London and Chinese New Year Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

Vaisakhi on the Square

The Camden Crawl

MAY

Africa Day celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

The London Festival of Architecture

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

The Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Rise Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

London Mela

Notting Hill Carnival

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations in Trafalgar Square

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali on Trafalgar Square

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution Christmas Lectures
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LONDON´S HIDDEN GEMS

IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON KEW GARDENS.

ROYAL RETREAT

As one of London’s four UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Kew Gardens isn’t strictly a hidden gem but its changing programme of exhibitions, events and research makes it one of London’s unique treasures.

Established in 1759, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew to use its full name, was originally two royal estates. Princess Augusta, King George III’s mother, began the small botanic garden and oversaw the construction of the Orangery and Pagoda, both of which are still standing. Over the next 150 years the gardens were extended by each successive monarch and in 1841 were opened to the public by Queen Victoria.

Kew Gardens has grown to become a major centre for botanical research and a depository of the world’s plant species. The gardens contain the largest plant collection in the world within a series of dramatic glasshouses such as the Palm House and the Temperance House, the largest surviving Victorian glass structure.

The library and archives at Kew hold one of the world’s largest botanical collections with over half a million items charting the evolution of plant life. Kew also undertakes major conservation programmes to protect endangered plants and their habitats.

Staff at Kew are increasingly called upon to develop and assist international conservation strategies. By 2010 Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank will have stored seed from ten percent of the world’s wild plant species, some of which are already extinct in the wild.

In 2009 Kew celebrates its 250th birthday and it is fitting that Queen Elizabeth II recently celebrated her 80th birthday with a private dinner at Kew Palace, her smallest residence which sits within the Gardens.

Kew is constantly evolving and whichever season you visit, its majestic mixture of landscaped lawns and formal gardens, huge glasshouses and riverside vistas, will ensure you return again and again.
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