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WELCOME

WELCOME

While we are undoubtedly entering a global economic slow-down now is not a time to panic. In fact, it is the perfect time to enter university and acquire the invaluable skills and knowledge that employers are looking for. All recessions come to an end and once the current downturn has run its course, as it inevitably will, you will be perfectly positioned to enter the workforce with a new qualification and a fresh perspective. 

The global economy will once again be in rude health and companies all over the world will be looking for newly qualified talent such as yourselves. 

London is the perfect place to study and gain invaluable work experience, because the skills you will obtain are as relevant now as they have always been. In this edition of insight you will read about the management training courses on offer in London and why London is, and always will be, a hub for international finance and financial training. 

London continues to be a magnet for creative talent in film, television and the production industries. We are making it easier to film around the capital and are making greater investment in developing grassroots lm-making talent. In this edition you can read about famous acting alumni like Daniel Craig, the new James Bond, as well as the raft of film, TV and post-production courses that are on offer within the capital’s universities. 

I hope you enjoy reading insight and keeping abreast of the latest developments taking place in London and are inspired to study at the capital’s world-class universities and higher education colleges. 0

Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

February 2009

In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

LONDON HIGHER

Promoting and Advocating London’s Higher Education
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Top business schools

LONDON Business School’s joint Executive MBA (EMBA) with Columbia Business School topped the Financial Times (FT) annual ranking of the world’s top MBAs for working professionals for the first time. Their EMBA-Global is joined in the top 15 ranked programmes by three other London EMBAs: the Trium programme, a joint degree between the London School of Economics, HEC Paris and New York University’s Stern School of Business; London Business School’s own EMBA programme; and City University London’s EMBA, taught at Cass Business School. 

The FT ranking of EMBA programmes measures career progression and research undertaken within each business school as well as salary increase. More top programmes are based in London than in any other city in the world, demonstrating London’s position as the leading centre for global business education. 
ADVERT

LONDON BUSINESS SCHOOL

A new London experience.

Same world impact.

The new Masters in Management Programme. 

Designed to increase your career opportunities.

Now for the first time, recent graduates can take advantage of our world-class business expertise and add out internationally-respected brand to their CV.

The Master in Management is a unique new degree programme for graduates without work experience.

Develop in consultation with top graduate employers and recruiters, the Masters in Management opens up a wider range of career choices and gives new graduates the knowledge and skills to excel in any workplace.

Applications for the Masters in Management are currently being considered for entry in August 2009.

Visit ww.london.edu/mm/
Email: mm@london.edu

Call: +44 (0)20 7000 7573
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LONDON  2012 NEWS

Construction of the 80,000 seat Olympic Stadium for the 2012 Games is already well underway. More than 100 columns have already been constructed to support the Stadium’s west and south stands. In 2012, this area will form the athletes’ changing rooms, drug doping control and treatment rooms. 

Once built, a 20m-high mural ‘wrap’ will encircle the Stadium. Artists will decorate the wrap with historical sporting champions and participating countries’ flags to give the Stadium its distinctive appearance. 

This massive engineering project will be complete in 2011. A year later the Stadium will host all athletics events for the London Olympic Games and Paralympic Games as well as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, watched by millions of people around the world. 

After the Games, the Stadium will be transformed into a 25,000 seat venue to host sporting, educational and cultural events. This will ensure the stadium remains at the heart of the local community for years to come. 

Visit: www.london2012.com to find out more.  

The class of 2008

MIDDLESEX University celebrated the graduation of its largest cohort of students from its Dubai campus. Over 150 students graduated from Middlesex University Dubai, which opened in 2005 and now boasts 1,000 students from 50 countries. Students study a range of programmes from social sciences and arts to business and information technology. 

At the graduation ceremony, His Excellency Sultan Bin Sulayem was awarded an honorary doctorate in recognition of his commitment to the economic development of the United Arab Emirates. Mr Bin Sulayem is the chairman of Dubai World and one of the region’s leading businessmen.

England rugby call-up 
ROEHAMPTON University student Sara Anastasi has been selected to play for England in the women’s rugby international friendly against Italy. A Sport Sciences Master’s student and recipient of Roehampton’s Scholarship for Sporting Excellence, Sara will put all her months of intensive training at her University to the ultimate test. She used the University’s world-class Sport Performance, Assessment and Rehabilitation Centre to optimise her performance. 

Sara is hoping to follow in the footsteps of another Roehampton student, Maggie Alphonsi, named international player of the year in 2006 by the International Rugby Board. 

Veterinary education 

THE Royal Veterinary College has collaborated in creating WikiVet, the world’s first comprehensive online knowledge base for veterinary students, nurses and graduates. WikiVet (www.wikivet.net) helps veterinary students keep abreast of changes to the curriculum and gives them learning tools, such as flashcards, videos and clinical case examples at the click of a mouse. 

The database has been created in a similar way to Wikipedia but with distinct differences. All WikiVet content related to the veterinary curriculum, has been authored by vets and vet students, and is peer reviewed by subject specialists.   
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THE LONDON COLUMN

Londoners will be able to pick up and drop off one of 6,000 bikes at 400 locations across the capital the Mayor, Boris Johnson, recently announced. 

The bike hire scheme will initially be located throughout the central zone and within the Royal Parks. The scheme is inspired by the successful Vélib programme in Paris, which led to a massive increase in bicycle use. 

Cycling in the city increased 83 percent in recent years, with over 480,000 journeys made each day. To ensure cycling’s popularity is maintained, the Mayor also wants to create 12 major cycle routes into central London by 2010. Long-term, by 2025 the city is aiming to increase cycle journeys by 400 percent. 

These initiatives will build on the established London Cycle Network, a network of 550km of routes that already cover the city. 

The Mayor is a champion of cycling and holds the view that “a cyclised city is a civilised city.” The new bike hire scheme will herald the beginning of a transport revolution with the most sustainable, healthy and environmentally-friendly transport system ever seen in the capital.  

4 New Sensations prize 

LONDON’S art school students dominated the shortlist of artists for this year’s 4 New Sensations prize that took place to coincide with the Frieze Art Fair in London. A diverse collection of 500 of the most exciting and imaginative talent from the UK’s art world entered the prize, with all four finalists coming from London art schools. The two winners were Mark Davey, from the Slade School of Fine Art, University College London, who was chosen by a panel of judges and Robert Sherwood, from Chelsea College of Art and Design, a college of the University of the Arts London, who won the public vote. 

Designer furniture 

PRODUCT and furniture design student Max Frommeld has scooped the top award at this year’s New Designers, one of the biggest graduate showcases in the UK. A student of Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication, Max’s innovate products included a clock constructed from recycled bathroom scales, a flatpack wooden table and a radiator stand for drying clothes. M
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Healthy PhD scholarships 

KING’S College London is offering 50 PhD scholarships to help students in the College’s health schools pay for living costs and cover tuition fees. The 50 awards will be available to healthcare students across a range of disciplines including biomedical and health sciences, medicine, dentistry, nursing and midwifery. 

The scholarships last for up to four years and will be funded by King’s in association with the Medical Research Council; Biotechnology & Biological Sciences Research Council; the British Heart Foundation; Cancer Research UK, and other leading charitable organisations and industrial sponsors. 

Top education award

UNIVERSITY of Westminster academic Russell Stannard has won the Times Higher Education Award for Outstanding Initiatives in Information and Communications Technology. The award was for his website, www.teachertrainingvideos.com, which provides simple video guides that teachers can use to enhance their teaching skills. 

Science, the next generation 

YOUNG scientists and engineers with the potential to make the next generation of world-changing breakthroughs will have their talents nurtured by five new Centres for Doctoral Training at Imperial College London. The £18 million centres will enable PhD students to work with scientists across a variety of fields. Increasing their interdisciplinary skills and expertise will help students tackle some of the major challenges facing the world today. 

ADVERT

GOODENOUGH COLLEGE

International Living

Goodenough College provide residential accommodation for postgrads from all over the world. Located in the heart of London’s University life it offers a variety of intellectual, cultural and social activities.

· Over 500 single rooms and flats

· Secure and friendly environment

· Culturally and academically diverse student body

· Strong student commitment to the College community

Come and see us: Tours every Friday at 1pm and every first Saturday of the month at 11am.

Mecklenburgh Square, London WC1N 2AB

Nearest tube: Russell Square (Zone 1)

To find out more visit:

www.goodenough.ac.uk 
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Russian repertoire 

THE Sitkovetsky Trio are the recipients of Trinity Laban’s new Golubovich Junior Fellowship for Russian Chamber Music. The Fellowship, created through the generous support of The Golubovich Foundation, aims to encourage the performance of Russian repertoire. 

The Trio comprising Alexander Sitkovetsky (centre), Wu Qian (left) and Leonard Elschenbroich (right), enjoy varied careers as soloists and chamber musicians in their own right and recently won first prize in the International Commerzbank Chamber Music Award. 

Creative thinking 

GOLDSMITHS, University of London has announced a landmark cultural collaboration with the Higher Colleges of Technology in the United Arab Emirates. The partnership will develop a new Master’s degree in Cultural and Creative Industries, which will be taught in Abu Dhabi from September 2009. The course will cover arts administration and include subjects such as: the management of exhibitions, galleries and events; marketing and media; educational and historical perspectives and project management. 

Green plane 

A GROUP of students from Queen Mary, University of London’s School of Engineering and Materials Science have modified an aircraft to fl y on electric power. The students have managed this engineering feat with their industrial sponsors, AeroElvira Ltd and Anglia Sailplanes. The team also managed to carry out three successful test flights. The project is just one of the applied elements of their degree programme which prepares them for an active role in industry. 

International student accommodation
INTERNATIONAL students in London can find accommodation with student-focused organisations such as International Students House (ISH) and Goodenough College. ISH is a global organisation – in addition to providing student accommodation, it arranges a host of social activities. Subsidised trips are organised throughout the UK, encouraging students from different nationalities and backgrounds to International student accommodation socialise. Students can enjoy sporting activities, theme nights, debates and topical lectures. 

At Goodenough, postgraduate students call the college home and enjoy an active student community. The College hosts students from over 90 countries and provides an extensive extra-curricular programme, which includes a conference series aimed at examining subjects of international concern. 

FACT

There are SIX full-time symphony orchestras in London.

(Source: London Higher)
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL

BORN TO LEAD
There is a vast range of management courses on offer in London. Here we investigate the difference between a manager and a leader.

A great leader can inspire people for years. Consider Gandhi, Mandela and Luther King; people who spurred others into action and whose legacies will be long-lasting. With the election of Obama as US President, the question of what makes a good leader has been raised in many people’s minds as they wonder whether Obama will be the next great leader. 

Great leaders have always been the subject of debate. Are they born or can they be created? The popularity of management courses in London would suggest that when it comes to leadership qualities, there’s more nurture than nature involved. 

Brian Heagney is the senior lecturer for the University of Westminster’s MA Management Studies. He believes one can learn to lead. He says, “Are leaders born? I don’t agree. Leadership skills can be acquired.” Gabriella Spinelli, deputy head of Brunel University’s Business School is in fi rm agreement. She explains, “You can certainly teach management sciences. Being a leader is a process of self-development and discovery in parallel to the applied experience of being a manager.” 

Born leaders aren’t always the best leaders; a lot can be improved with the right training. Many big companies hire young talent and mentor their recruits closely in order to develop their leadership skills. Before students can become a great leader, they need to study the science behind leadership skills, in other words, the subject of management. Management provides the building blocks of effective leadership and management students will study modules such as marketing, business ethics, human resource management, entrepreneurship and business strategy. 

Many of the world’s top leaders have studied management in London, including the new CEO of Coca-Cola, Muhtar Kent who studied an MBA at Cass Business School, part of City University London. Institutions are broadening their course range to keep up with increasing demand, including London Business School, who will launch their Master’s in Management this year. What’s more, many universities have links with industry, helping students secure work placements or even a job. As Gabriella enthuses, “If you’re looking for creativity, innovation, internationality and heritage, London can provide you with all these challenges and opportunities. It is an incredible playground where social and career opportunities are intermingled and on your doorstep.” 

Someone who has taken advantage of those opportunities is Sana Naeem from Pakistan. She recently graduated from Brunel’s MSc Management and saw an opportunity to build on her skills by becoming a student representative. She explains, “My duties were to bring student issues to staff and to explain the school’s policy and work process to students. I gained experience of liaising with staff at all levels and communicating and solving problems professionally.” 

Sana originally completed a Master’s in Business and Information Technology (MBIT) at Punjab University in India, but found that Brunel’s management course taught her valuable new skills because of its research-based nature. She explained, “The research work helped me to understand and analyse different points of view and how to criticise them positively. At MBIT I learned from my teacher’s point of view and from textbooks without even developing my own ideas.” 

Such is the high regard UK-based management courses are held that Sana isn’t the only student taking a second degree in this country. Krishna Kittu, from India, completed an MBA in Osmania University, Hyderabad and is now studying an MA in International Business Management at Middlesex University. He explains, “I learned about business management on the MBA but I wanted to know how other countries viewed management. Also, a management course carries more weight because here the study is mostly based on assignments and coursework, using practical skills. After graduating, I hope to apply for jobs in multinational companies.” 

Krishna, who enthuses about the “quality education” on offer in London, is already planning his career. He says, “Studying here gives you an opportunity to mould your future as your own. I’m gaining real experience which I can take back to India with me; I want to strive for my country.” His fellow student, Tina Hsieh from Taiwan, has similar aims and says she has benefited from an international outlook. She says, “I have more confidence when I go back to Taiwan because, thanks to being in London, I can communicate with people of different cultural backgrounds. You learn to listen to other people’s voices, to experience other people’s adventures.” 

Some students study management at the same time as working; a great way to put what they learn into practice. Many people begin their careers and then return to their studies to improve their management skills. Taiwanese student Selena Chiu has been a pharmacist for nearly ten years. When she found herself managing a new department in a private London hospital, she realised she needed to know about management as well as medicine. She explains, “I decided to study part-time at University of Westminster. I enjoyed the course tremendously. London is a wonderful place for students, with lots of information resources and great libraries. It’s an exciting place for meeting interesting people and discovering new ways of thinking.” 

Selena admits that juggling work and study “was better some days than others” but her hard work and commitment clearly paid off. She recently graduated with a distinction and now plans to continue studying part-time for a PhD in Health Management. Her career has visibly progressed too. “In the last two years of the course I had progressed to the hospital’s senior management team and was involved in the running of the hospital on a regular basis,” Selena said.

Students like Selena study in London because they know their university will give them the skills to join the long list of great leaders the city has helped inspire. 

ADVERT

City University London – The university for business and the professions.
DO YOU WAN TTO STUDY IN THE CITY OF LONDON?

Postgraduate education is an investment for the future. To get the best out of your postgraduate programme, it is vital that you choose a discipline and qualification that best suits your aspirations.

The School of Social Sciences at City University London is a vibrant place of teaching, learning and research. With an exceptional reputation for graduate employability a postgraduate degree from City provides an excellent step up to you future career.

The School offers a number of highly regarded taught postgraduate degree programmes including: Business Economics, health Economics, Economic Regulation and Competition, Economic Evaluation in Healthcare, Financial Economics, Counselling Psychology, health Psychology, Organisational Psychology, Human Rights, International Politics, Media and Communications, Political Communications, Migration Studies, Transnational Media, Criminology and Surveillance Studies.

Start the discussion…

To find out more about studying at City or to book for an open evening, visit our website www.city.ac.uk/social or contact Postgraduate Admissions on +44 (0)20 7040 8512. Alternatively email socscipg@city.ac.uk quoting ref: INSI0209
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ECONOMIES OF SCALE

In these uncertain economic times an understanding of economics has never been so important.  

The globalisation of world economies has increased the demand for economists with the skills to work in complex business environments. Minh Nhat Tran is one of many international students seeking to capitalise on global economic growth and he is keen to learn the skills that will help him turn Vietnam’s developing market economy into a world economy.

“I worked for LG Electronics Vietnam after I graduated and this got me interested in learning more about economics, business and trading in the world economy,” said Minh, who chose to study the International Economics and Trade MA at London Metropolitan University. 

Minh’s course studies the institutional framework of the global economy and focuses on international organisations such as the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the World Trade Organisation. “When I return to Vietnam I would like to work in a government organisation such as the Ministry of Trade or the Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry. I can apply my knowledge, continue researching as well as accumulate experience for my career,” said Minh. 

At the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), students can choose an Economics Master’s degree focussed on specific regions including the Middle East, South Asia, Africa and Asia Pacific. Students benefit from studying with regional experts and each course applies the principles of economic analysis and policy within a regional context. 

Students wishing to specialise in International Business Economics can study a Master’s at City University London where they will learn techniques in micro- and macroeconomic analysis as applied to the open economy. City has an excellent employment record and its graduates work in a variety of roles in management consultancy, multinationals, government agencies and businesses in the City of London. 

Students at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) are equipped with the tools of the professional economist and they go on to work in government, international organisations and business. Former LSE alumni include the Bank of England governor, Mervyn King, an economist of international importance who personifies London’s prowess as an economic power. 
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CREATIVE ARTS

IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS

SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT

FILM LONDON

London is supporting the next generation of television producers and filmmakers through innovative funding schemes and practical support. 

London has inspired television producers and filmmakers for decades. As the third largest fi lm production capital in the world, the city employs over 100,000 professionals in the fi lm industry alone. Every day there are on average 35 crews filming in London’s streets and over the year it hosts no less than 60 film festivals. 

The city has produced classic Hollywood directors like Alfred Hitchcock, David Lean and Charlie Chaplin, and its universities have trained many great actors such as Helen Mirren, Michael Caine and the current James Bond, Daniel Craig, a graduate of Guildhall School of Music and Drama. But the talent developed in London is not only homegrown. It also comes from the myriad of cultures that are attracted to the city, and it is precisely this mix of cultures that gives London its creative edge. 

Bright enthusiasts from every corner of the globe study film and TV production in London’s world famous institutions. Zigi Tchaya Tchameni came to London from Cameroon to study an MA in Film Making at Kingston University London. Zigi lived on the streets in Cameroon from the age of 13. “I ended up sleeping in front of the cinema and seeing films inside,” he explains, “That’s where my passion came from.” This passion helped to take Zigi off the streets, and through a mixture of talent, luck and commitment, he eventually entered film school in Cameroon and was then sponsored to study in London. 

“I came here to learn how to tell stories in a seamless form and how to edit films,” Zigi said. “The teaching team has been very supportive and somehow different from the teaching in Cameroon. They talk to students more and ask us what we need.”

He was both surprised and pleased by the diversity of students he found on the course. “When I came to Kingston I realised I was in the world, not just in England. Diversity is what gives the course its energy and vivaciousness. It made us think of film as universal.” Zigi’s film The Match was shown at the Curzon cinema in London’s Soho last year and he is already planning his next project From Brixton to Babessi, which will give ten young people from Brixton and a rural community in Cameroon the chance to interact and learn film-making skills. 

When Zigi finishes his MA there will be many chances for his films to be produced and showcased. London is already home to Europe’s largest film festival, the BFI London Film Festival, and the strategic agency Film London has gone a long way to improve the chances of talented graduates hitting both the big and the small screen. Their Filmmakers Festival Fund provides travel grants to graduates to go to overseas festivals, and there are lots of production schemes that give money to fi lm and television projects. 

London Mayor, Boris Johnson, has also recently pledged to support film by introducing new legislation allowing roads to be closed for 24-hour periods for filming, and he has doubled the London Borough Film Fund for grassroots productions to £100,000. 

The city’s educational institutions are continually updating their courses and facilities. The University of Greenwich’s stunning campus on the banks of the River Thames is already a popular film and TV location, used for films like The Queen, The Madness of King George and Patriot Games. In 2008 they opened a purpose built TV studio, new editing suites and bought the latest equipment, providing Film and Television Production BSc students access to the best facilities and digital technology. 

London’s courses are always quick to respond to technological advances and the skills needed to support them. The capital already has one of the most highly commended animation schools in the world at the Royal College of Art. The college’s alumni go on to work for top animation companies such as Aardman Animations, the makers of Wallace and Grommit. London Metropolitan University also offers unique digital degrees including an MA in Digital Film and Animation. 

The University of Westminster is another institution providing cutting-edge training. Peter Hort, course director of the Film and TV Production BA, has a background in film and TV production, “This course was the first degree in film and TV in the country and we keep up with the times by offering training in both digital and analogue technology. We have a high proportion of alumni that end up working in film and TV like Seamus McGarvey, director of photography of Atonement and The Hours, and also Neil Purvis who wrote Quantum of Solace.” The films produced by students have won many awards including Shenzen – Transformation in Modern China by Tianqi Yu, which won the Grand Jury Prize at the Screentest National Student Film Festival. 

Once on the course, London students are in the best position possible to create links with industry. As Peter Hort said, “Our students often get work experience on big productions like Harry Potter. Many of them comment on how glad they are that they chose to study in London because it’s so easy to make contacts here.” Greenwich offers lectures and practical studio sessions through BBC Training and Development while at the London College of Fashion, part of the University of the Arts London, students can join the renowned Make-up for Film and TV course, whose alumni are head-hunted by people working in feature films. 

With world-class teachers, facilities, funding schemes and showcasing opportunities it is no wonder London is such a popular destination for film and television enthusiasts. London is one of the most creative cities in the world, as well as the most multicultural, with its film-making talent embraced and applauded around the world. 

FACT

London graduate Daniel Craig is the sixth actor to play James

Bond. The first 007 film was released in 1962.

(Source: www.imbd.com)
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ADVERT
THE CENTRAL SCHOOL OF SPEECH AND DRAMA

Boasting a proud history of academic excellence dating back to 1906, Central is a major driving force behind the best emerging talent in the dramatic arts, performance and media industries. As the English Funding Council’s designated Centre for Excellence in Training for Theatre and a college of the federal University of London, Central has a creative community of students and staff and a diverse and vibrant culture. 
Specialisms taught include Acting, Acting for Screen, Actor Training & Coaching, Applied Theatre, Classical Acting, Collaborative and Devised Theatre, Costume Construction, Directing, Drama and Media Studies Teacher Training, Drama Therapy, Dramaturgy, Lighting Design, Movement, Music Theatre, Producing, Performance Arts, Production Lighting, Prop Making, Puppetry, Scenic Art, Scenic Construction, Sound Design, Stage Management, Technical and Production Management, Theatre Design, Theatre Studies, Visual Media, Voice, and Writing, at undergraduate and postgraduate level; as well as short, summer and bespoke courses. Central also offers research degrees and is pre-eminent in the UK with regard to industry-specific facilities which can support research through practice. 
Alumni:

Judi Dench

Carrie Fisher

Laurence Olivier

Cameron Mackintosh

Julie Christie

Zoe Wanamaker

Gael Garcia Bernal

Graham Norton

Vanessa Redgrave

James Fox

Rupert Everett

Kristin Scott-Thomas

Harold Pinter

+44 (0)20 7722 8183 
enquiries@cssd.ac.uk 
www.cssd.ac.uk

THE WORLD’S A STAGE

Theatre is about more than just the actors. We talk to the students working behind the scenes. 

London has a long history of dramatic productions dating back to Shakespeare’s Globe theatre, originally built alongside the River Thames at Bankside in 1597. 

Today, not only are West End theatres booming with an estimated 13 million people attending a production each year, London is also home to a number of specialist colleges and universities with links to theatres, providing the stars of the future with essential acting and stage production skills. 

Marie-Laure Noguier, a French student who studied Costume Production at Rose Bruford College, chose to study in London because of its reputation. “I was attracted by the variety and quality of the theatre scene in London and also by the reputation of England in the field of theatre costumes,” she said. 

London also has hundreds of theatres where students can undertake work experience. Marie- Laure completed two placements at the Royal Opera House, making costumes for a variety of opera productions. “What I like is that you can find everything in London: a great range of smaller theatres, international theatres, contemporary theatres but also big popular musicals,” explained Marie-Laure. “It’s great for us technicians because it means there’s a lot to learn from a lot of different places and people.” 

Internationalism is the key to the London experience and at Guildhall School of Music and Drama, students come from over 40 countries. Guildhall has the added benefit of having the Barbican arts complex on its doorstep. Beth Crock, a US student in Stage Management and Technical Theatre, chose Guildhall to be surrounded by the best theatre culture in the world. “I really like that there is such a wide variety of different productions on offer in London and that they are always changing,” Beth explained. 

At the Central School of Speech and Drama (CSSD), its in-house theatre gives students the opportunity to gain practical experience. Founded over 100 years ago and based at the Embassy Theatre, CSSD students produce professional theatrical productions throughout the year and alumni include Oscar-winning actress Dame Judi Dench. 

Students who would like to sample theatre life before committing to a longer course can study at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA). The Academy is a school of the Conservatoire for Dance and Drama and offers a range of short courses in stage management, physical theatre and drama. 

With such a large range of courses on offer at world-class stage schools, now is the perfect time to tread the boards in a city where the world is your stage. 
FACT

There are 147 theatres in London.

(Source: The Society of London Theatre)

Did you know?
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON IS PUSHING THE

BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

A WINNING FORMULA

The pharmaceutical industry is a global business. In London’s universities, researchers are developing tomorrow’s treatments today.

London is an international centre of medical excellence and its institutions are at the forefront of treatment and research of global importance. The UK accounts for 60 percent of European Union clinical trials, many of which take place in London’s university hospitals. 

However, the road to developing new drugs is not an easy one. There is no guarantee a new medicine will be a commercial success. Professor Anthony Smith, dean of the School of Pharmacy, University of London, sees the proximity and collaboration between research teams in universities, hospitals and medical schools as a major contributor to London’s success. 

“If you couple the high quality of graduates London produces with the close relationship we have with hospitals, it provides a unique mutually beneficial relationship between stimuli and support for innovation, scientific advances and product development,” says Professor Smith. “This is particularly important given the current developments in pharmacy, which are creating a greater clinical focus. A lot of learning will now be carried out in a clinical workplace.” 

Within the School’s MPharm degree, students gain experience of hospital pharmacy. They meet patients on the wards and interview them about their medicines. London Metropolitan University offers a Pharmaceutical Science MSc, a course also available at Kingston University in partnership with St George’s, University of London. Students on this course will study the preparation, supply and monitoring of medicines for the treatment and prevention of disease. A laboratory skills module develops a student’s practical skills and they have the option to undertake a work placement to gain vital hands-on experience.

Students studying in London have access to a wealth of work placements and employment opportunities. The city is home to over 130 biotechnology companies, five internationally renowned medical schools, and over 50 clinical research centres. King’s College London’s MSc in Drug Discovery Skills is run in conjunction with the pharmaceutical industry and is one of a few programmes supported by the Biotechnology and Biological Science Research Council. All students undertake an industry based research project and over 70 percent of graduates find work in the pharmaceutical industry. 

Alan Choi, who completed his MSc at King’s, is now a drug safety associate for Pfizer Corporation Hong Kong Ltd. “I chose King’s because it has a good relationship with lots of pharmaceutical industries and because it is a research-led university, which offers excellent opportunities if you want to carry on doing research in the pharmaceutical sector. I was awarded a bursary for my MSc degree, and was given the chance to do a six-month placement at Pfizer,” Alan said. “Since King’s is also based in London, I learnt a lot about different cultures from different people. Studying in London was one of the most memorable and enjoyable experiences of my life.” 

A number of universities in London offer extensive research opportunities and many of these cutting-edge research projects transform into spin-out companies that in some cases become world leaders quoted on the stock market. 

Proximagen, a spin-out from King’s, has struck a lucrative worldwide licensing deal worth $232 million for a pre-clinical stage product for the symptomatic treatment of Parkinson’s disease. 

University College London’s spin-out Ark Therapeutics, a healthcare group focussing on vascular disease and cancer, was floated on the stock exchange and recently set up its own pharmacist in manufacturing facility in Finland. While a Drug Discovery Centre has been established at Imperial College London to translate the College’s research strengths into new medicines.

Ijeoma Uchegbu, a professor at the School of Pharmacy, is used to breaking new ground. She is chair of Pharmaceutical Nanoscience and has designed an anti-cancer gene medicine that is currently in pre-clinical development. In recognition of her significant contributions to science and society, Ijeoma has been named as one of six women of ‘Outstanding Achievement in Science Engineering and Technology.’ She describes London as “the best city on earth” and a place to broaden her research.

The School of Pharmacy also offers an International Clinical Pharmacy MSc designed specifically for overseas pharmacists wanting to develop clinical expertise. Students completing the degree are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to develop pharmacy services in their native countries. After graduation, Danny Roder decided to take a job as a clinical pharmacist in the biggest hospital in Tel-Aviv. “The clinical pharmacy field in this hospital was under-developed but I was given the freedom to start it however I wanted, my course equipped me to take this on,” said Danny. 

Rawan Kajo from Jordan also graduated from the School of Pharmacy. He now works as a lecturer in Clinical Pharmacy at the University of Jordan. “Pharmacists are the drug experts and have an important role in healthcare but this role has never been focused on. Nowadays pharmacists are being relied on to provide evidence-based treatment for their patients,” said Rowan. “Preparing for my dissertation made me understand the importance of reviewing the educational methods in the pharmacy curriculum to prepare pharmacists in Jordan.” 

To extend its international dissemination, the School of Pharmacy has teamed up with the International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) to set up a FIP Collaborating Centre, encouraging pharmacists in their own country to develop their skills by sharing expertise with one another. FIP is collaborating with organisations in India where a rapidly growing pharmaceutical industry is beginning. 

For students who dream of discovering new drug treatments, it is clear that London offers unrivalled access to a unique collaboration of world-class universities, hospitals and research institutes to help them fulfil their aspirations. 

FACT

Around 20% of the world’s top medicines were discovered and developed in the UK.

(Source: BioLondon)
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

CANCER RESEARCH

Discover London’s cluster of world-class research institutes and how the city is leading the fight against cancer.

There are around 11 million new cases of cancer worldwide each year. Scientists and students in London are conducting vital research to help fight cancer and find a cure to a disease that is caused by a number of factors including age, diet, smoking, sunlight and hereditary genes.

Formed in 1909, the Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) has grown to become one of the world’s foremost independent cancer research organisations. Recent achievements include the discovery of an anti-cancer drug, which may help develop treatments for a range of cancers including prostate, breast, bowel, ovarian and kidney. Students at ICR are guided by world-class scientists and researchers. They have access to award-winning facilities such as the Interactive Education Unit, which is developing an online training tool for prostate cancer research. 

Such resources attracted Indian graduate Shozeb Haider to study at ICR. “Being part of the work at the Institute was very motivating especially as my supervisor was supportive and very knowledgeable. The unique range of research skills I developed has been invaluable in opening up my career opportunities,” he said. 

Shozeb is now continuing his research, examining the structure of DNA and designing potential anti-cancer drugs. His research has attracted commercial interest and has been licensed to industrial partners who aim to develop his research for use in the clinic. 

Based at University College London (UCL), the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research is the largest international not-for-profit institute dedicated to understanding and controlling cancer. UCL also has its own Cancer Institute, which provides students with an in-depth look at the biology behind the disease processes that lead to cancer. Here, students get a strong grounding in the cutting-edge research techniques used to advance our understanding of this disease. 

Research students at Imperial College London can opt for the MRes in Cancer Biology to experience a diverse range of technologically advanced approaches in cancer biology. Students can also undertake an independent research project at the prestigious London Research Institute at Cancer Research UK. The Institute is the world’s leading independent organisation dedicated to cancer research and supports over 500 research groups throughout the UK. 

It is such innovative solutions to difficult challenges that keep London at the centre of cancer research. 
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HEALTH & PUBLIC POLICY

IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY

CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENT

We discuss the value of celebrities working with charities.

Band Aid, the fund-raising musical collective, first harnessed the power of the celebrity on a mass scale, when in 1984 they raised money to alleviate famine in Ethiopia. Since then there have been a multitude of celebrities working with charities and Non-Government Organisations (NGOs). The question remains, is a celebrity’s endorsement essential for a charity to communicate their message to a wider audience in these celebrity-obsessed times? 

We spoke to Canadian student Andrea Paolini at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, part of the School of Advanced Studies at the University of London, who undertook a Master’s dissertation on celebrity endorsement as part of her MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights. Her research focused on human rights campaigns and the use of celebrities to help raise a charity’s profile and highlight human rights abuse. 

“The involvement of celebrated actors in human rights campaigning is a complicated issue,” Andrea explained. The primary function of celebrity involvement is to raise public awareness and funds in support of a particular cause. Andrea’s research investigated what authority a celebrity has to speak on behalf of a human rights claimant. 

Andrea primarily focused on the ‘A-list’ Hollywood actors associated with human rights organisations such as Angelina Jolie and Madonna. In recent years, there has been a growing trend of celebrities not only supporting charities but also creating their own and Andrea gives the example of Madonna’s charity, Raising Malawi. She believes that celebrity endorsements are neither wholly good nor entirely bad but such endorsements raise serious ethical questions. 

London is home to a unique multicultural community and the international NGO community is as equally diverse. “Studying in London has enriched my academic experience and allowed me to gain significant international experience,” Andrea said.

London also offers students an opportunity to gain essential work and volunteering experience. Andrea undertook a six-month internship at PEN International, an organisation that defends freedom of expression around the world. 

Whether or not celebrity involvement in complex issues has a wholly positive effect, it is here to stay. Andrea discusses her work with a colleague
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HEALTH & PUBLIC POLICY

HEALTH MATTERS

Read how London’s healthcare students are improving the lives of people and communities throughout the world.

Imagine beginning each day knowing what you do at work will improve or even save somebody’s life. This is the inspiration at the heart of training to become a healthcare professional. In London, students are evaluating the latest healthcare theories while also learning cutting-edge, hands-on skills. Students from all disciplines return home to pursue a career that is challenging and rewarding, confident they are qualified to meet the demands of complicated and frenetic work environments. 

Healthcare is embedded in London’s history. Established in 1860, the Florence Nightingale School of Nursing and Midwifery at King’s College London (KCL) began life as the world’s first professional school of nursing. Set-up by Florence Nightingale, a pioneering nurse who played a central role in founding the modern nursing profession, it is now a leader in its field. 

Hui-Ching Li, a qualified nurse from Taiwan chose to study at the Florence Nightingale School to build on her eight years of clinical experience. She enjoys being a nurse, interacting and helping the people she treats. “I always remember patients’ smiles and I like to share in their happiness and sadness. Both are part of the nature of life. Can you find another job like nursing so attractive? Definitely not,” she says of her chosen career. 

Working towards her PhD at the School, Hui-Ching specialises in palliative care nursing for terminally ill patients. “The reputation of the Florence Nightingale School led me to study in London, a multicultural city where I am always meeting people from new countries. It’s like you can see the whole world from one city.” 

Working on her PhD, Hui-Ching receives a wealth of support from the School. “My thinking is made clearer and more lucid by regular interaction with my supervisors. There are many seminars and conferences, which offer me opportunities to extend my knowledge and debate first hand with leading scholars.” 

KCL also offers a Master’s in Clinical Nursing for International Students, specifically designed for international healthcare practitioners to build on their existing skills and experience. Students acquire the advanced skills to deliver, manage, develop and research healthcare practice within an international setting. Based at St Thomas’ Hospital, the School has links with a range of well-known NHS trusts and has a reputation for producing world leaders in nursing. 

Students studying City University London’s BSc Mental Health Nursing undertake clinical placements, giving them vital experience in their chosen discipline. Italian student Antonella Bones is currently enjoying the course. She says, “The placement is a way of putting theory into practice. You work alongside nurses and other professionals, so you get to know more about their role and how care is provided to the patients.” Studying in a foreign language also adds an extra dimension to her studies. 

Antonella believes her course has helped her discover qualities she did not know she had and she is looking forward to employing these new Hui-Ching Li of emotional help.” Support, she is confident she can provide. 

At Middlesex University, 85 percent of graduates from the School of Health and Social Sciences are placed into jobs, capitalising on the School’s close links with NHS trusts, government organisations, local communities and a wide range of international partners. London’s healthcare students go on to establish strong careers in a variety of workplaces from hospitals and GP surgeries, to voluntary organisations and clinics. 

The role of health promotion is becoming increasingly important. Sebastian Garman, senior tutor and course leader for Brunel University’s Master’s in Health Promotion and Public Health agrees, “Preventing conditions such as Type 2 diabetes can skills when she graduates. With her course almost complete, Antonella is considering a range of career paths. “There are a couple of options I have considered. One is working with young people with mental illness and the other, working with people with addiction. Both types of clientele are very challenging and need plenty save national healthcare systems huge amounts of money. Health promotion is an essential solution, empowering communities with the knowledge to stay healthy.”

Students study healthcare in London to take advantage of the city’s global network of political and policy connections. “Health is an international movement and London is one of the few truly global cities with strong connections to organisations such as the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the World Bank,” says Sebastian. 

London’s healthcare students have a diverse range of experiences to share. Public health professionals, dentists, doctors, even journalists and advertising executives study in London to gain a global perspective that enables them to act locally when they return home. Sebastian considers such experience vital to a student’s development. “It is important for students to locate themselves within health promotion in the UK and to be able to compare and contrast UK practice and policy to situations back home.” 

Lana Khoury recently completed her Master’s in Health Promotion at Brunel University and she enjoyed her course enormously. “I was given space for creativity which enabled me to put a personal stamp on my work,” she says of her time at Brunel. Lana has since returned home to Jordan where she raises awareness of health issues important to her local communities. Working for a local Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), Lana is helping to tackle domestic violence in marginalised communities. “I am now managing two projects and I use my planning and research skills to implement action plans in my local community.” 

Healthcare training in London’s universities continues to evolve, giving graduating students and professionals the springboard to improve the lives of people and communities throughout the world. 

PAGES 22 & 23
EVENTS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London

www.studylondon.ac.uk

FEBRUARY

London Fashion Week

Join fashion leaders, retailers and models for the premier event in the UK fashion calendar. See the future of fashion and study the work of more than 210 top British and international ready-to-wear and accessory designers, from the edgy and cool to the contemporary and commercial. 
FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year Celebrations

Celebrate Chinese arts, heritage and culture at venues throughout London. The Chinese Year of the Ox will be celebrated in the city, culminating with a spectacular street party and parade in London’s China Town.
MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Enjoy a free carnival of marching bands, community groups, sports clubs, schools and street theatre from the UK, Ireland and USA. The streets of central London become alive with all things Irish – food, dance, crafts, culture and music. 

APRIL

The Camden

Crawl

Over two days, 25 venues and more than 120 new and renowned live music acts performing, this popular festival showcases the hottest talent in music. 

APRIL

London Marathon

Cheer the dedicated 36,000 runners who take to London’s streets for the largest annual fundraising event in the world. Over £40 million will be raised for charity as athletes and fun runners run 26.2 miles past some of London’s most famous landmarks including the Cutty Sark in Greenwich, Tower Bridge, Canary Wharf, the Tower of London and the Houses of Parliament. After much sweat and energy, they will cross the finish line in front of Buckingham Palace. 

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year

Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at

Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge

Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

London Book Fair

The Camden Crawl

Vaisakhi Celebrations

MAY

Africa Day Celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Championships

The Royal Academy’s

Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

London Mela

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Rise Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical

Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

Notting Hill Carnival

London Triathlon

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali Celebrations

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution

Christmas Lectures
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LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS

IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST

COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON THE CITY OF LONDON.

CULTURE AND THE CITY

The City is London’s historical business centre and where much of the city’s trade and business has been conducted dating back to Roman times. Today it is at the heart of the world’s financial markets and home to the Bank of England, London Stock Exchange, Lloyds of London, as well as major blue chip companies which employ around 320,000 people. 

Far from being just a central business district, the City is teeming with cultural activity. The Guildhall Art Gallery was establish in 1885 to house and display paintings and sculptures belonging to the Corporation, the City’s governing authority, and contains a captivating collection of panoramic paintings of London dating back to 17th Century. 

One of the most fascinating historical finds is under the Gallery. In 1988 archaeologists unearthed the remains of London’s 2,000 year old Roman amphitheatre, which gives us a fascinating insight into how early London functioned after the city of Londinium was establish in AD 43. 

To the north of the City, the Museum of London chronicles the city’s past, from the prehistoric to the present day. One of the Museum’s largest exhibitions is the city’s most famous disaster, the Great Fire of London, which took place in 1666 and destroyed 80 percent of the capital. 

The City also houses the Barbican, Europe’s largest multi-arts and conference venue. It is home to theatres, cinemas, cafes and houses the City’s leading lending library. And even the Bank of England, the UK’s central bank located in the heart of the City, houses a fascinating museum exploring the history of the bank and national financing since its inception in 1694. 

So while the City of London is often considered as just a central business district, it is in fact steeped in history and teeming with cultural activity. 
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