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WELCOME

It is no coincidence that London is home to the four biggest accountancy firms in the world. Because of the city’s history and position within the global financial system, firms in London have built up accountancy expertise over hundreds of years. In this edition of insight, you will read how now, more than ever, accountants are in high demand, and you can discover the vast choice of training courses on offer in London’s universities and higher education colleges. 

Also in this edition, you will uncover why London is still the centre for maritime finance long after its docks have closed and moved downstream. This is a clear example of how the London economy consistently manages to strengthen and adapt to contemporary issues throughout its history. This year sees the 40th anniversary of the Vehicle Design course at the Royal College of Art whose alumni including the heads of design for some of the world’s top car manufacturers. In this edition of insight you will get a glimpse at the future of motoring through the eyes of current students. 

I hope that you enjoy reading this packed edition of insight. If you are currently considering where to study, I encourage you to make sure London is at the top of your list. The breadth of courses available at London’s world-class universities and higher education colleges make it truly one of the most exciting places to study in the world. Come and see what London has to offer from its world famous heritage to its cultural diversity, there really is something for everyone to enjoy.
Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

May 2009

In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

LONDON HIGHER -  Promoting and Advocating London’s Higher Education
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Queen opens award-winning building

THAMES Valley University (TVU) recently welcomed Her Majesty The Queen to open its award-winning building, Paragon House. The new building is home to the Health and Human Sciences faculty, providing students with an innovative Nursing Simulation Centre and panoramic views across the London skyline. 

TVU is one of the largest providers of student nurses and midwives to the NHS. The new lecture theatres at Paragon House will be used to teach and train the next generation of nurses as part of the university’s ten-year teaching contract with the NHS. 

During the opening ceremony, The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh watched a live dance performance by arts students and a hospital demonstration by nursing students using a state-of-the-art electronic dummy. NEWS

ADVERT

FULBRIGHT COMMISSION

· generous grants available

· cultural enrichment activities

· alumni networking opportunities

· high level of support
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For more details see www.fulbright.co.uk 
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LONDON 2012 NEWS
The London 2012 Paralympic Games will be the most compact in history, specifically designed to minimise travel times and maximise accessibility for spectators and athletes. London will deliver the same high-quality facilities and services for both the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Sebastian Coe, Chairman of London 2012, said, “We want to set new standards on and off the track, and be a catalyst for continued change for public attitudes towards disability.” 

The Paralympic Games take place from 29 August to 9 September and with 20 sports and 4,500 athletes taking part, it is essential venues are easily reached. The majority of venues are just 15 minutes apart and half of all Paralympic sports will take place in the Olympic Park. Prior to the Games, international Paralympic teams can train at one of the UK’s 175 fully accessible sporting venues. 
All new permanent sports facilities, Games-related transport and accommodation will also be fully accessible, leaving a wonderful legacy for athletes and communities once the Games have finished. 

To find out more visit: www.london2012.com
Supporting entrepreneurs

THE University of East London recently launched the Petchey Centre for Entrepreneurship. The new facilities provide an exciting range of activities for teaching, networking and sharing knowledge. The Centre, named after its benefactor, businessman and philanthropist Jack Petchey OBE, will support new business start-ups and social enterprise among students and local people. 
Budding entrepreneurs will be able to join the East London Inventors’ Club, the Hothatch Business Generator and the Knowledge Dock Network. Other features of the new centre include a 400-seat state-of-the-art lecture theatre, relaxing gardens and stunning views towards the city.
New scholarship announced

LONDON South Bank University (LSBU) has announced the new Nat Puri Scholarships. Businessman and LSBU alumni Nat Puri made a generous donation to fund ten international students from India or other Commonwealth countries, who will receive a full scholarship including fees, a grant for living costs and travel expenses. 
Students must be studying in an area, such as engineering, regarded by the Commonwealth Scholarships Scheme as providing knowledge and skills that are required in the student’s country of origin. Mr Puri owns Purico, a group of companies with total annual sales of over $650 million. 
Young designer award
GILES Wilson-Copp, a recent graduate from London Metropolitan University, has won Homes and Gardens magazine’s Young Designer of the Year award. His winning design, Smartboard, addresses the shortage of space in today’s smaller homes. The innovative sideboard can be used to prepare food or it can be transformed into a table with dropdown legs and four sturdy chairs. Giles’s design will be produced commercially later this year, capping a successful year for the student whose designs have also featured in the ‘Design Icon’ collection at the famous department store, Harrods.
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THE LONDON COLUMN

There’s a food revolution taking place across London, spearheaded by the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson. The Capital Growth project will see 2,012 new food growing spaces in London by 2012, allowing Londoners to grow vegetables on once disused land. 
So far suitable spaces have been located along London’s extensive canal network. Amazingly there are 100 miles of canals and rivers in London that provide green corridors through the city. The School of Oriental and African Studies, a college of the University of London, is creating a vegetable plot behind their students’ halls of residence. The new garden will help students relax amid the stress of their essays and deadlines, while organic vegetables grown in the garden will be sold on campus as part of a food co-operative. 
Boosting the amount of locally grown food in London makes economic sense and it also has a range of health and environmental benefits, such as improving access to nutritious food in urban areas. School children, students, community groups and even prisoners are taking part and growing their own food. 
For more information go to www.capitalgrowth.org
Champion athletes

ATHLETES from St Mary’s University College, Twickenham figured prominently at the recent SPAR European Cross Country Championships in Brussels. A third of the Great Britain & Northern Ireland team were students from St Mary’s. The team topped the medal table, winning an unprecedented 12 medals, including four gold. 
Steph Twell, a sports scholar at St Mary’s, ran impressively to win her third successive under 20 women’s title. St Mary’s has worked in partnership with UK Athletics and the English Institute of Sport to establish a high performance programme, which ensures athletes are ready to compete at the highest levels of competition. 
Youth Science Forum

OVER 200 science students from 50 countries will travel to London in July and August 2009 to attend the London International Youth Science Forum. The Forum celebrates its 50th anniversary and this year’s keynote speaker is Professor John Ellis, from the Youth Science Forum European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN). 
This year’s theme is ‘Science Serving Mankind’ and the conference will explore how science leads to the advancement of humanity. Register at www.liysf.org.uk to receive more information. 
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International scholarships 

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) has launched a £1.3 million annual overseas research student scholarship award scheme. The scheme will support the most talented international postgraduate students throughout their studies. The UCL Overseas Research Scholarships (UCL-ORS) will offer financial support to successful applicants from outside the EU. 

Awards will be given according to the academic excellence and research potential of each applicant. The awards are available for full-time MPhil/PhD degree programme and will cover the difference between overseas and UK/EU tuition fees.
Inventing the future

RCA’s new Battersea Campus Inventing the future SIR James Dyson, Royal College of Art alumni and famous inventor, has pledged £5 million to the College for a new lecture theatre, gallery, conference centre and the creation of 40 business incubator units at the College’s new Battersea Campus which opens in 2012. 
A student’s bright idea 
TIM Ruffles, a student from Royal Holloway, University of London, was one of the winners of Bright Ideas, a competition that identifies the next generation of entrepreneurs. Tim has created ‘Exambuff ’, an innovative online resource that allows students to perfect their exam skills. 
After uploading answers to practise exam questions, students receive expert advice on how to improve their exam technique from Exambuff’s team of PhD students. 
ADVERT

Student living

Want to live London your way?

Nido is a stylish home in the heart of London designed for modern life. This great space includes everything you need for hassle free living, and at just five tube stops away from London’s major universities.


A community of 1045 students


Central zone 1 location near King’s Cross


Café, fitness studio and movie screening room


Free internet access and VOIP system


Student services support team and resident’s intranet


24/7 security


Nido Spitalfield and Nido Barcelona opening in 2010

Singles available for full year bookings

Twins available over the holiday and summer

To find out more visit www.nidokingscross.com
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New literary festival

A NEW literary festival has been established by the London School of Economics (LSE). The Space for Thought literary weekend included discussions on political satire and biography writing, and was free to attend. There were also a series of creative writing workshops with advice for writers on how to get published. 
Several authors discussed their latest works such as Booker Prize winner, Ben Okri and Iain Sinclair, whose new book examines the landscape, history and people of Hackney, a borough in East London. Participants from outside the literary world included Antony Gormley, the internationally renowned sculptor and Anthony Giddens, former director of LSE, who discussed the financial crisis, climate change and energy.
Summer school launched 
KING’S College London’s new Summer School will open in July 2009. The School will teach courses in the arts, English language, humanities, political and cultural management. Students at the School can also enjoy integrated visits to London’s world-class cultural institutions. 
Courses last three weeks and the School welcomes overseas students who can complete a pre-session English language course, and US students, who can gain a credit for their Study Abroad programme. 
Computer club 
GOLDSMITHS, University of London has joined the leading UK computer games trade association TIGA. The partnership follows the first intake of the MSc in Computer Games and Entertainment at Goldsmiths and will pave the way for collaborative research opportunities. The University will work closely with employers to produce graduates with the skills the industry needs. Students will benefit from closer links with the computer games industry, leading to enhanced employment opportunities. 
Students go bananas 
STUDENTS and staff from Kingston University London munched their way through 2,000 Fairtrade bananas in an attempt to set a new world record. The university teamed up with the Fairtrade Foundation to take part in the challenge, which aimed to raise awareness about the importance of ethical shopping. 
Kingston University became the third university in London to achieve Fairtrade Status and Fairtrade products including coffee, tea, chocolate and fruit are available throughout the university. 
Did you know?

There are 93,000 international students studying in London from 200 countries. (Source: HESA 2007/8) 
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Cancer imaging 
NEW Software has been developed at the Institute of Cancer Research that greatly improves the accuracy of analysing MRI scans of cancer patients. This powerful analytical tool enables scientists to gain a clearer understanding of an MRI scan, allowing for the accurate diagnosis of cancers and assessment of treatments. The software, which extracts data from images of tumours and transforms it into usable information, is being made available to research centres worldwide. 
London Fashion Week 
STUDENTS from Central Saint Martins (CSM) showcased their debut collections at this year’s London Fashion Week, one of the fashion world’s high profile events. This year’s extravaganza attracted fashion models like Erin O’Connor who viewed a vibrant mix of slim silhouettes combined with asymmetric cuts. 
London Fashion Week has launched the careers of many fashion icons, including Stella McCartney and Dior’s John Galliano, both graduates of CSM, a college of the University of the Arts London. 
Architecture awards 

ARCHITECTURE students from five London universities impressed the judges to win a variety of prizes at the latest President’s Medals Student Awards. Hosted by the prestigious Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), the awards were created to promote excellence in architecture and to reward talent. 

The five winning London universities were Kingston University, London Metropolitan University, University of East London, University of Greenwich and University of Westminster. RIBA created President’s Medals in the 1850s and the awards are widely regarded as the best student architecture awards in the world. 

Orchestra of the future

CENTRE for Orchestra is a major new initiative in orchestral training, education and early career support for young professional musicians. The new forum for orchestral music is a unique collaboration between a conservatoire, a world-class symphony orchestra and a range of top international artists. 
It will focus specifically on research and development for the orchestra of the future, and on the training and development of young orchestral players. The Centre is led by the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, the London Symphony Orchestra (LSO), and the Barbican Centre, providing a programme of postgraduate orchestral training for aspiring musicians. 
Did you know?

The RIBA celebrates its 175th anniversary with 175 architecture events throughout the world. (Source: RIBA) 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL
MARITIME HONOUR

We examine why London remains the centre for maritime studies long after the docks have moved. 
London’s docks may have closed many years ago, but their legacy lives on. London is the capital of the world when it comes to maritime business. In fact, shipping is the UK’s fifth largest service sector, with a massive turnover of £37 billion and employing around a quarter of a million people. 
English law is the law of the international maritime industry and accordingly, many of the world’s top maritime law specialists are based in London. The capital also has more shipbrokers than anywhere else on the planet. The academic world reflects this trend and London is the world’s leading centre for teaching and research in shipping, trade and finance. 
It’s fitting then that one of the most prominent figures in maritime studies should live and work in London. Professor Costas Grammenos, pro vice-chancellor of City University London and founder of the Costas Grammenos Centre for Shipping, Trade and Finance, is a renowned expert in the field. 
His work and influence in the area of maritime studies has been so great that he was awarded a CBE (Commander of the Order of the British Empire) in the 2009 Queen’s New Year’s Honours List, which rewards those who have made an outstanding contribution to the UK. 
Professor Grammenos first won international acclaim after the publication of his first textbook, Bank Finance for Ship Purchase, which is now the key study text in its area and used by most international banks that provide finance to the shipping industry. “The City of London has been the principal international hub for shipping, trade and finance over the last three hundred years and is a fitting home for a leading international maritime research centre,” he recently explained. 
In 1984 Professor Grammenos, who hails from Greece, founded the world-leading International Centre for Shipping, Trade and Finance, which was renamed after him in April 2007. 
Around 2,100 students from 90 countries have graduated from the Centre, and many of them now hold leading positions in international banking, shipping and trading, and manufacturing sectors. Professor Grammenos’s influence is likely to continue for some time to come. 
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ACCOUNTING OPPORTUNITIES

London is home to the world’s four largest accountancy firms and we investigate why so many students come to London to study accountancy. 
According to ACCA (Association of Chartered Certified Accountants), the global demand for finance professionals has never been higher. Those who work in the financial industry can benefit from a career that is high in opportunity and variety. 
Importantly, accountancy and financial management are skills that remain in demand during troubled economic times. Whether advising clients on how to economise during a recession or carrying out liquidation duties, accountants have a role to play when the financial going gets tough. 
Dr Stuart Archbold, associate dean and director of Kingston University’s Business School, says that accountants have better job security than some of their professional counterparts during a recession, “Accountancy firms are by nature rather conservative and so it is unusual for them to react to an economic downturn by sacking lots of the highly-skilled accountants that they have spent a lot of time and money training.” 
Credit crisis aside, accountancy is actually a growth industry with plenty to recommend it. As Dr Archbold enthuses, “It offers high salaries, national and international mobility, and interesting and challenging careers. It is also a sector that has been at the forefront of equal opportunities and so women and people from ethnic minority backgrounds are prominent and fill the highest positions in the profession.” 
And it’s a profession in which the UK truly is a world leader. The “big four” accountancy firms all have major offices in London and the city is the leading centre for accountancy services. It is no wonder London’s universities attract students from all over the world interested in making money their career. From auditing to management accounting, investment decisions and financial risk, students learn things that make them an asset to any company. Maximising the opportunities on offer, many of London’s students stay in the city to work after their degree, giving them a coveted combination of UK education and work experience. 
Someone who is planning their career path in London is Samuel Szeto, an MSc International Accounting student at Royal Holloway, University of London. Originally from Hong Kong, he came to London hoping that a degree from the capital would help him launch his career in the city. “I think my degree can help my career in the UK. I hope to get a job with an accounting firm here in order to gain experience and complete the ACCA accountancy exam,” Samuel explained. 
Ina Chiriluc is one of a small yet growing number of students from Moldova coming to study in the UK. She is currently at the London School of Economics (LSE) studying an MSc Accounting and Finance, and wanted to study here as she knew that a UK degree would be internationally valued. Ina said, “The process of studying for a Master’s degree in accounting and finance in the UK is so demanding that after surviving that, you can handle pressure in any job. It is not as bad as it sounds: this experience has taught me to have better time management skills, to be more organised and to absorb as much as I can from my classes and readings.” 
Ina knows her hard work will be worth it, explaining, “A degree from a top university in the UK will immediately give me a competitive advantage when going back home and offer me a greater number of professional opportunities.” Ina worked hard to get to the UK and it all paid off when she was awarded LSE’s Francesca Swirski Scholarship, which helps fund her studies. 
Any students aiming for a career in finance who don’t have an undergraduate degree in the subject, don’t worry. The breadth of London’s courses is such that there are degrees available for those new to the field. Amir Hassan, from Pakistan, studies MSc Financial Management at Middlesex University and said, “I chose this course because it is designed for those students who do not have a finance background. It is structured in a way that helps people who are interested in changing their path to finance. I feel it will give me the training and skills to start my career in the finance world with confidence.” 
Amir also has his eye on the future and his ambitions lie in London. Despite the recession, he remains positive and focused on the prospects that the capital can offer him. “Most of the money markets are located here. I feel London is likely to recover from the recession earlier than many other cities. When that time comes there will be many opportunities for finance graduates to progress in their careers.” 
In fact, those opportunities aren’t just limited to careers in accountancy and finance. Dr Archbold says that the quality and scope of his degree gives students a variety of career options once they graduate. He explains, “Even if you decide not to go into professional accountancy, employers in general, both in the public and private sectors, place a high value on the knowledge and skills that are acquired by studying accounting and finance at postgraduate level.” 
London has much to offer outside of the classroom. Ina sums it up best when she reflects, “Studying in London has meant falling in love with this city, with its extremely busy people, beautiful places and distinctive pace. I like the person I have become in this city.” 
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CREATIVE ARTS

IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT 
DANCE PIONEERS
We explore London’s contemporary dance scene and the training the city offers talented dancers.

London’s contemporary dancers are continuously evolving and pushing the boundaries of their art. The city’s students are influenced by cultures from all over the world and dance performances can be spectacular, featuring elements of martial arts, film, computer technology or even hip-hop. 
Experimentation is core to the MA Choreography at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, a course which encourages students to take risks and develop their own artistic voice. “The atmosphere inside Laban is exhilarating. It’s a place you want to spend time in and is recognised as being one of the world’s leading dance training institutions,” says Tony Hall, chief executive of the Royal Opera House. 
Dora Gaskill came to London from the United States to study Roehampton University’s versatile MFA in Choreography. “My notion of contemporary dance has changed since I’ve been living in London,” she explains. “At Roehampton I am exposed to a new way of working with movement, questioning the whats and whys of dance.” 
In addition to working closely with a mentor, Dora also learns from the different perspectives of visiting artists. “I feel continuously challenged, but also supported,” she says of her course which also studies the innovative techniques of contemporary dance pioneers such as Merce Cunningham, Martha Graham and José Limon. Upon graduating, Dora will be ready to work in a variety of disciplines, including dance performance, choreography, teaching, theatre and film. 
Starting in September, students can study a Postgraduate Diploma which can lead to an MA in Contemporary Dance at the London Contemporary Dance School (LCDS), one of the eight schools that form the Conservatoire for Dance and Drama. A choice of modules allows students to tailor the course to their own specific needs. 
Recent LCDS graduate Joe Walkling said, “The training at LCDS is very intensive, but it’s a relaxed, encouraging atmosphere. The real strength of training is that it teaches you to develop an advanced, critical thought process.” Joe has since joined D.A.N.C.E, a major European apprenticeship for elite dancers led by renowned choreographers. 
The city’s dance students can also visit one of the city’s illustrious dance studios to study the professionals. The Royal Opera House’s Linbury Studio Theatre, Sadler’s Wells and The Place are just three of the world-class facilities that will one day showcase the London graduates transforming themselves and their art.
Did you know? 
Sadler’s Wells Sadler’s Wells has been a place of entertainment for over 300 years, ever since a Mr Dick Sadler opened his ‘musick house’ in the 1680s. (Source: Sadler’s Wells) 
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ART SCENE 

Despite the current economic climate, London’s art scene is thriving. We explore the major developments taking place in the city’s galleries.

London is one of the world’s busiest cities, with a rich tradition of painting stretching back to the Renaissance. But, at the same time, it is a blank canvas. The vibrancy and diversity of Britain’s capital has always inspired artists towards reinterpretation and invention, which is one reason why it is Europe’s biggest art centre and the second largest in the world after New York. 
While many people feel the New York art scene is becoming more corporate and predictable, London has retained and strengthened its reputation for producing cutting-edge artists, taught by some of the best tutors in the world’s most prestigious art schools. 
Institutions like the University of Arts London, the Royal College of Art and Goldsmiths, University of London have been fine-tuning the skills of world-renowned painters such as Lucian Freud, Bridget Riley and David Hockney for decades. 
Some of these schools have departments dedicated to painting, a media that is still very much in fashion. Richard Noble, head of the department of art at Goldsmiths, comments, “Painting remains a profoundly important art form. It is also, without doubt, one of the most difficult media to work in, given A gallery at the Courtauld Institute of Art CREATIVE ARTS to subscribe for free visit www.studylondon.ac.uk 15 “London is a very exciting place for artists. It is a global city, which makes the world seem smaller, but you also get the sense that people’s cultures are quite distinct from each other” Source: Eemyun Kang the weight of the tradition painters must carry.” 
London has always attracted international painters and continues to draw artists from all over the world. The city’s art schools have a high ratio of international students, and relish the creativity that can develop when different cultures are brought together. “Visual art is a global phenomenon,” continues Richard. “It is crucially important to our students that they come into contact with students from different artistic traditions. This broadens their minds and on the whole makes them more interesting artists.” 
The painter Eemyun Kang grew up in Korea and came to London to study fi ne art at the Slade School of Fine Art at University College London. “London is a very exciting place for artists,” she explains. “It is a global city, which makes the world seem smaller, but you also get the sense that people’s cultures are quite distinct from each other.” 
This international atmosphere affected Eemyun’s work. “Before I started my BA at the Slade, my paintings were influenced by calligraphy and Korean landscape paintings. While I was studying I was introduced to expressionist painting and began to explore a world of artistic possibilities.” 
Eemyun is now completing a postgraduate degree at the Royal Academy of Arts and is planning to stay in London after graduating because, she says, the chances of selling her work here are much higher than in many art centres. 
Despite the gloomy economic predictions, London’s commercial art scene continues to thrive. London’s art market is worth £500 million, and just last year Goldsmith’s alumni Damien Hirst sold 200 pieces for a record £111 million in just two days. The city’s art dealers are continually searching for young talent, and many graduates at London’s art schools are signed up to a dealer within a year of graduation. 
Showcasing opportunities are also abundant. There are the famous galleries like the Royal Academy, which hosts the Summer Exhibition, and the National Portrait Gallery, home of the prestigious BP awards. And there are also around 150 smaller galleries spread across the city, many of which are concentrated in London’s East End. 

For Eemyun the best thing about London’s art scene is that students form a close-knit community. “It is a very exciting scene,” she explains. “There are lots of opportunities to exhibit work and artists often get together to put on their own shows, sometimes even in their homes. There are always openings and private views to go to, and studio collectives to join. It’s not formal at all, just very fluid and creative.” 
Aside from the smaller showcasing spaces, there are also the huge fairs that take place each year, attracting the most important international galleries and buyers. 
The London Art Fair has been running for twenty years and continues to draw lots of talent and interest, but it is the Frieze Art Fair that has gained popularity in recent years, attracting 450 galleries for its 150 places. 
The hunger for art in London is phenomenal. Galleries are continually expanding to keep up with demand. When the Tate Modern opened in 2000 it expected two million people to walk through its doors each year. In fact their yearly attendance is five million, so they are currently working on a new building, opening in 2012. 
Last summer saw the opening of the new Saatchi Gallery, and the cutting-edge Whitechapel Gallery in the East End has recently undergone a £13 million renovation that doubled its size. 
London’s institutions couldn’t be better placed to take advantage of these resources. Chelsea College of Art and Design, whose alumni include six Turner Prize winners, is located opposite Tate Britain. Students there enjoy the privilege of curating and managing two of its public galleries. 
The Courtauld Institute of Art, which has its own world-class gallery, is situated in Somerset House on the banks of the river Thames, just a short walk from the National Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery and Tate Modern. 
Ayla Lepine, a Canadian PhD student at Courtauld, feels she couldn’t be better placed. “This is literarily the best school for me to study art history,” she explains. “The Institute is elite but not elitist, and has a strong student body who take care of each other. Also access to resources is extraordinary; it takes 20 minutes to get from my door to the best art galleries and museums in the world. What could be better?” 
ADVERT
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON IS PUSHING THE

BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

SHAPING THE WAY WE LIVE

We investigate how London’s students and alumni are working on major infrastructure projects all over the world. 
Engineering affects the way we live and work. Every road you cross or building you study in has had input from an engineer. Whether it is developing the site for London’s 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games or creating a new sustainable living environment for the next generation like the Dongtan eco-city in Shanghai, these projects need trained professionals with advanced engineering expertise. 
Students such as Kuat Abeshev, a civil engineering student from Kazakhstan, chose London for the opportunities offered in the city. “In terms of me being a civil engineer in the future, London was a priority because there are a number of big construction projects underway here, especially with the upcoming Olympic Games, which is inspiring and can be a very good experience visiting construction sites and keeping in contact with construction companies,” Kuat explained. 
In the time Kuat has been here he has fallen in love with London because, “It is a lively, dynamic and interesting city to study and live in,” but he has also made use of the other learning resources available while studying at University College London, such as the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE), which provided him with a tremendous amount of literature and support. 
Established in 1818 to foster and promote the art and science of civil engineering, ICE now has over 80,000 members in 160 countries around the world. Its headquarters in London house a library which has over 100,000 titles, and contains a vast collection of books, periodicals, videos, DVDs and images, making it the largest civil engineering resource in the world. In addition, membership to ICE is free for civil engineering students. 
ICE also administers a number of prizes and awards. Its Quest Scholarships are awarded in partnership with some of the world’s top engineering companies such as Arup, Balfour Beatty and Skanska. Successful candidates are partnered with a civil engineering company and work with them during the summer holidays, which often leads to employment after they have completed their studies. 
Arup, the London-based civil engineering firm, is also the creative force behind the Dongtan eco-city in Shanghai, which will change China’s urban experience. Working with the Shanghai Industrial Investment Corporate, Arup is developing a low energy consumption urban environment that is as close to carbon neutral as possible. 
Nigerian student Ukunoritsemofe Henry Ajuyah graduated from Imperial College London and now works with Arup, designing buildings that require an uninterrupted supply of critical facilities, such as hospitals and laboratories. “The opportunity of working with Arup has enabled me to put to use what I studied whilst at university,” he explained. Arup have offices all over the world and Henry has worked on projects in Europe and East Asia. “Each project presents its own design criteria on client requirements, local and institutional regulations, government legislations and sustainability challenges that must be adhered to during the design process,” which often requires Henry to be on-site during the construction stage. 
Sustainability and recycling have become prominent issues within engineering. Seyyedmahdi Hosseyni, a PhD student from Iran chose to study in London because the city already has a wealth of research detailing the use of recycled materials in construction. “I really enjoy using recycled material in construction and protecting the environment for the future,” he explained. “Personally I find it very absorbing to utilise recycled materials in concrete as part of sustainable construction.” 
Seyyedmahdi combines his research at Kingston University London with teaching undergraduate students and he plans to return to Iran in the future and use his new found experience to educate students in his own country. 
A number of engineering students in London also volunteer for projects overseas with the student-run charity Engineers Without Borders (EWB). The charity provides opportunities for young engineers to learn about technology’s role in development and how they can make a difference to people’s lives around the world. 
Richard Cunliffe, a mechanical engineering student at Imperial has been involved with the charity for four years. Last year, Richard received a bursary from EWB for a project in Tanzania. “I had done some research on rainwater harvesting as part of my degree,” he explained. 
Realising the potential of the roof to collect water, Richard worked in Tanzania for two months and project managed the construction of a 40,000 litre system within a local church which included guttering, a below-ground bunker for the water tanks and a water tower. “This project and the outcomes were excellent,” Richard said, “If managed properly, parishioners will have enough water to last them through the yearly six month dry spell.” 
“Anyone can come to EWB events, even non-engineers,” Richard explained, “The most important thing is enthusiasm.” Richard plans to be involved in engineering in the developing world in some form after graduation. “Whether it means working for a consultancy that takes on some charity projects, for an NGO as a project engineer or in a social enterprise with a development focus.” 
As a mechanical engineering student, Richard has free access to the Institute of Mechanical Engineering, which maintains one of the best engineering libraries in the UK. While based in London, it is the fastest growing professional engineering institution in the UK. Established 160 years ago, the Institute of Mechanical Engineering now has 80,000 members spread all over the world. London remains an international centre for the next generation of engineers. Their knowledge and expertise will help shape how we live tomorrow. 
Did you know?

The Thames Tunnel is an engineering marvel. Building began in 1825 and it was the first tunnel to be built under a major waterway. (Source: Transport for London)
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FUTURE DESIGN 
The cars of the future will be very different from those we use today. We look at the work of some pioneering students.

Driving is a fact of modern life but the uncertainty of future petrol stocks and concerns for the environment have raised the question of what the future of driving will look like. We took the opportunity to visit students of the postgraduate Vehicle Design course at the Royal College of Art (RCA) to assess the future of motoring through the EuroK-Car project. 
The project, which was sponsored by Daihatsu and Suzuki, set students the task to design a small car inspired by the Japanese Kei-car, a light vehicle that was developed in the 1950s. 
Australian student Gabriel Tam’s work was inspired by the work of contemporary Japanese artists and designers such as Takashi Murakami and Naoto Fukasawa. Consequently, his concept fused design minimalism with the philosophy of Japanese pop-art. 
Hyunjoon Park, a student from South Korea, developed a car made of organic materials fuelled by waste vegetable oil used in the home. Features also included a specially designed baby-buggy which could be parked inside the car without removing the baby. 
The Vehicle Design course at the RCA celebrates its 40th anniversary this year and counts amongst its alumni heads of design at some of the world’s top car manufacturers such as Gerry McGovern at Land Rover, Ian Callum at Jaguar and Marek Reichman at Aston Martin, who also teaches at the College as a visiting professor. “Vehicle Design at the RCA seeks to pioneer new approaches for our mobile futures,” explained Professor Dale Harrow, who heads the course. “Traffic jams, congestion-charging, parking restrictions, safety and environmental concerns are all determinants of the changing landscape for private and public transport.” 
The project competition was won by French student Augustin Barbots and David Seesing, a student from Germany. Augustin designed a car that can be utilised as an urban living space while David’s concept was designed for rock stars arriving at a music festival. All these ground-breaking ideas suggest the cars of the future will be very different from those we recognise today. 
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IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY RELIGIOUS LEARNING 
RELIGIOUS LEARNING
London is home to all the world’s great religions and we explore how teaching in London’s universities reflects this diversity.

London has been a multicultural and multi-faith city for centuries and all the world’s great religions are represented within the city. With over two-thirds of British Jews living in London, half of the UK’s Hindu population and 1.3 million Muslims calling the city their home, it is no wonder that religious teaching in the city also reflects this diversity. 
A number of London’s universities have evolved from religious foundations, including St Mary’s University College, Twickenham, which was founded in 1850 and has a long and distinguished history as a Catholic college. St Mary’s continues its religious vocation through its religious studies programmes, which incorporate biblical studies and visits to Jerusalem and Rome. 
At Roehampton University, students studying Theology and Religious Studies are given the opportunity to examine the languages in which the sacred texts were written or into which they were translated, covering Hebrew, Sanskrit, Greek, classical Arabic and Latin. 
Professor Gordon Lynch, from Birkbeck, University of London, believes understanding religion within a modern context is vital. “Studying religion has once again come to the forefront of academic enquiry,” he said. “We are particularly interested in trying to understand the ways in which religion, spirituality and the sacred are evolving in contemporary culture.” 
At the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London students can focus on Islamic Philosophical Theology and acquaint themselves with classical works as part of the Arabic and Islamic Studies programmes on offer. 

Heythrop College began its life in 1612 as a religious foundation run by Jesuits from Louvain, a region of what is now Belgium. The College finally moved to London in 1969 becoming a college of the University of London and Heythrop still teaches philosophy and theology to degree level. 

The Jewish synagogue Bevis Marks was built in 1701, while the newly completed Hindu BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in north London is the largest Hindu temple outside India – both places of worship are a testament to the city’s long history of religious understanding. 
Did you know? 

The current St Paul’s Cathedral was consecrated in 1708 and is the fourth cathedral housed on site since 604. 
(Source: www.stpauls.co.uk) 
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TACKLING INFECTION 
HIV/AIDS infection is a global issue but its effects are magnified in developing economies. We talk to students undertaking the training that will make a difference.
Health is a global issue. “Today you can’t deal with health in one part of the world if you don’t consider what’s going on in the rest of it. Global health is also a vital development issue, because people who are not healthy cannot develop their country,” says Dr Peter Piot, former executive director of UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. Dr Piot is the head of a new institute at Imperial College London, created to tackle infections such as AIDS and Tuberculosis which continue to be significant causes of premature death globally, especially in the poorest countries. 
It has been calculated that the impact of HIV/AIDS on the gross domestic product of the worst affected countries will cause economies to significantly shrink. In developing countries, 9.7 million people are in immediate need of life-saving HIV/ AIDS drugs; of these, only 31 percent are receiving them. 
After a lifetime of working in public health, Dr Piot is deeply convinced that health problems will not be solved by focusing on medicine alone. “We need to redefine public health. This demands action from business, from engineers, environmental experts and scientific innovators, all working together. Ultimately we need to translate discoveries to benefit people much faster than we are currently doing.” 
At Imperial, academics are developing a rapid and inexpensive test to analyse the immune system of people living with HIV/AIDS. The CD4 test could improve healthcare workers’ ability to determine the best treatment for their patients within minutes. “In rural areas, patients sometimes have to walk miles to a clinic,” says Dr Steven Reid, project manager for Imperial’s CD4 Initiative. “Even if a traditional CD4 count is offered, the patients have to come back after a couple of weeks for the result. The new test would eliminate the need to wait for treatment.” 

Academics at St George’s, University of London are experimenting with a compound called cyanovirin, a drug that can be extracted from genetically modified tobacco plants to create a cream that dramatically reduces the transmission of HIV during sex. The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) is one of the many universities taking advantage of London’s position as a hub for HIV/AIDS research and policy. London headquarters a host of world health organisations, including the International Planned Parenthood Federation, which in partnership with LSHTM, is working in Kenya and Swaziland to integrate HIV/AIDS services. 

Students studying at LSHTM benefit from the research-led teaching and experience of tutors involved in global health projects. Soha Patel, a student from India, wanted a course that would give her an in-depth understanding of international public health. At LSHTM, she found the professors of Europe’s only postgraduate course for reproductive health and research exceptional. “Working alongside individuals who were world-renowned clinicians and researchers was truly an honour in itself. I learned about many aspects of other regions of the world, the people who lived there, and the public health in each setting. LSHTM gave me that global perspective.” 
Improved management of sexually-transmitted infections (STIs) has been shown to reduce the incidence or transmission of HIV infection. Yet little attention has been given to STI control in many poor countries due to a lack of awareness, resources and political will. 
The MSc in Sexually Transmitted Infections offered by LSHTM in collaboration with University College London (UCL) enables students to critically assess different approaches to the prevention and control of STIs and HIV/AIDS in different populations, allowing students to implement bespoke infection prevention policies. 
This difference of approach to treating HIV/AIDS in the West is a feature of Middlesex University’s postgraduate module, The Client’s Journey. The module forms part of a HIV Diploma in Sexual Health beginning in September 2009. Students who complete the module will use their knowledge to run HIV health promotion campaigns back in their home country and also to change perceptions and attitudes of the disease within faith groups and churches. 
Changing perceptions is at the heart of projects at UCL’s Centre for Sexual Health and HIV Research. In Russia, a rise in drug injecting is fuelling a HIV epidemic. To combat this, UCL has joined forces with the Urals Medical Academy to host programmes for the Russian police, changing their perceptions of drug users and providing expert training and advice on counselling and testing for HIV. This successful service has also been replicated in other countries such as India and China. 
Rashida Ferrand completed her MSc in Epidemiology at LSHTM by distance learning whilst working as an HIV physician in Zimbabwe. She received funding from the Wellcome Trust, the London based medical charity, to study HIV in adolescents. “Late recognition of the infection in adolescents has resulted in complications such as growth failure and chronic organ damage,” Rashida explained. “We intend to investigate the feasibility of providing a school-based HIV testing service.” 
Rashida’s course was vital to her research, “The LSHTM course is particularly geared towards developing skills to work in the field of public health in developing countries. It has helped me with research grants and all aspects of fieldwork and research.” 
From governance to community projects, it is clear from these diverse approaches to the issues surrounding HIV/AIDS that London’s universities are helping to redefine public health in a way that could make a significant impact on global health. “Working alongside individuals who were world-renowned clinicians and researchers was truly an honour in itself. I learned about many aspects of other regions of the world, the people who lived there, and the public health in each setting” 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London

www.studylondon.ac.uk

MAY

Chelsea Flower Show 

Experience the colours and smells at this highlight of the horticultural calendar. Explore the fabulous show gardens, inspirational small gardens and vibrant horticultural displays that make up the world’s most famous flower show. 

JUNE 

Trooping the Colour 

Join The Queen as she inspects the troops in celebration of her official birthday. Trooping the Colour is held on Horse Guards Parade in St James’s Park and is a colourful military parade which began in the early eighteenth century.
JUNE 

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships 

Watch the world’s best tennis players as they bid to win the world’s premier tennis tournament. Be sure to queue early to get your tickets for an event that has grown from a garden party tournament in 1877 to a Grand Slam tournament followed by millions worldwide. 

JUNE 

Royal Academy’s Summer Exhibition 

Visit the largest open contemporary art exhibition in the world, with a wide range of new work by established and unknown living artists. More than 150,000 art lovers visit this unique showcase encompassing paintings, sculpture, prints and architectural models. 

JULY 

BBC Proms Classical Music Festival 

Enjoy the Last Night of the Proms and any one of the 70 nights of classical music performed by top-class artists from across the world. Visit the renowned Royal Albert Hall to hear newly-composed works alongside the classics. Go online to read more about events taking place in London
A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year

Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at

Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge

Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

London Book Fair

The Camden Crawl

Vaisakhi Celebrations

MAY

Africa Day Celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Championships

The Royal Academy’s

Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

London Mela

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Wireless Music Festival
BBC Proms Classical

Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

Notting Hill Carnival

London Triathlon

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali Celebrations

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution

Christmas Lectures
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LONDON’S HIDDEN GEMS

IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST

COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON BURLINGTON HOUSE.
BURLINGTON HOUSE

Burlington House on Piccadilly is home to a cluster of historic societies in the arts and sciences. Five learned societies are housed within the magnificent Palladian mansion: the Geological Society, the UK’s professional body for geoscientists; the Linnean Society, the world’s oldest active biological society; the Royal Astronomical Society, who encourage the study of astronomy; the Society of Antiquaries, who count distinguished archaeologists as members; and the Royal Society of Chemistry, the largest organisation in Europe for advancing the chemical sciences. Together these societies contribute to the world’s cultural, natural and scientific environments. 
But Burlington House is most associated with the Royal Academy of Arts (RA), which has a long and venerated history. The Academy was founded in 1768 by a group of prominent artists and architects to promote and display British art and architecture. At the same time an art school was established, the Royal Academy Schools, which is the oldest art school in Britain. 
The Academicians, as the members who run the RA are known, are distinguished artists and professional architects. Current Academicians include sculptor Anish Kapoor, artist Tracy Emin and architect Zaha Hadid. 
The Academy also hosts its annual Summer Exhibition, which after 240 years has grown into the largest open contemporary art exhibition in the world, drawing together a wide range of new work by both established and unknown living artists. 
Later this year, the Academy will host a major retrospective of the work of University of the Arts London alumni and sculptor Anish Kapoor. At his last London show his sculpture, Marsyas, filled the 150 metre Turbine Hall at the Tate Modern. This year’s show at the RA is expected to be equally dramatic. 
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