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WELCOME

This summer we saw the launch of the first Story of London - a month long celebration of London’s past, present and future. The pan-London jamboree showcased the city’s huge and glorious heritage, highlighting many unique facets of its present day cultural offer and took a sometimes fun, sometimes serious look at city’s future.
 In this edition of insight we are also looking into the future, with a focus on the environmental teaching and research taking place within London’s universities and higher education colleges. As Mayor, I am committed to reducing London’s greenhouse gas emissions. I want to make London the greenest city in the world and unleash the potential to create a thriving eco-economy in London to provide new ‘green collar’ jobs, skills and businesses. This is a rapidly-growing, multi-billion pound global industry and London’s universities are a key partner in the research and development of new and sustainable techniques.
 Also inside this edition, we explore medical education, which is an area where London leads the world. With five medical schools, as well as specialist institutes such as the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Institute for Cancer Research, London not only teaches thousands of doctors and nurses each year but is also a hotbed of entrepreneurial activity. In the last decade alone, hundreds of inventions and companies have been spun-out of London’s universities, generating jobs and advancing patient care.
 I hope you enjoy this packed edition of insight. If you are currently considering where to study, I encourage you to make sure London is at the top of your list. London is truly one of the most exciting places to study in the world and with 30,000 courses to choose from, there is something for everyone. 

Boris Johnson

Mayor of London

May 2009

In partnership with:

MAYOR OF LONDON

LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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NEWS

IN THE NEWS

THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Rickshaw race

IT’S a challenge that few take on and even fewer complete. Yet one adventurous University of Greenwich student has completed a mammoth 3,000 mile race around India in a rickshaw to raise over £11,000 for charity. 

Charles Whitfield squeezed himself into the cramped vehicle along with his team for the two week competition. Despite traversing thousands of miles in a breakdown-prone vehicle, 45°C heat and monsoon rains, Charles completed the race and finished sixth out of 50 teams. Charles enjoyed the delicious food, peaceful villages and driving through India’s busy cities. 
He says, “It was a great adventure, and everywhere we went we seemed to be a source of interest and laughter. India was amazing and everyone we met welcomed us.” NEWS

ADVERT

IOE London
Leading education and social research

Institute of Education London
So, you’ve been thinking about doing some research in education. Maybe a PhD or a professional doctorate so you can combine research and taught study, plus the chance to focus on your own professional development. But where are you going to find an international community of students, and the option to combine your work and study through intensive teaching blocks in London and distance learning? And where should you look for the most world-renowned scholars in education and social research?
Our vibrant research environment offers a range of resources supporting high quality and successful doctorates in education (PhD, EdD and international EdD). Some of the best in the world in fact. So any questions, just visit

www.askioe.com 

Alternatively, contact our Doctoral School on doc.enquiries@ioe.ac.uk or +44(0)20 7612 6122

Ask IOE
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Microsoft choose London

MICROSOFT recently opened its largest European Search Technology Centre in London to design and develop search products for the internet. The Centre specialises in the user experience and explores how design improvements can be made to Microsoft’s online search layout. 

Jordi Ribas, General Manager at the Centre pointed to London’s wealth of skilled graduates as a key reason for choosing London. He said, “A key factor was the availability of top talent. It’s critical for an organisation like ours to be able to tap into the best talent and some of Europe’s leading universities are here in London.” 

Made in Brunel 

MADE in Brunel showcases the fresh talent and creativity of students from Brunel University’s School of Engineering and Design. Around 150 graduating students exhibit at the Business Design Centre each year. 

This year’s show was entitled ‘Thinking Out Loud’ and showcased an array of design, engineering and multimedia projects developed to address some of the world’s biggest issues including climate change, health, transport and personal safety. A wide range of industry professionals attended the show looking to find tomorrow’s talented designers and engineers. 
The event, now in its 19th year, provides Brunel’s students with a unique opportunity to network with important industry figures while attracting investors to their new products, concepts and technologies. 

Did you know?

London’s Science Museum is 100 years old this year

(Source: Science Museum)

ADVERT
CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON The university for business and the professions
Do you want to study in The City of London?

· International reputation for research

· Globally focussed

· Located in the heart of the City

With an exceptional reputation for graduate employability a postgraduate defreee from the School of Social Sciences at City University London provides an excellent step up to your future career.

The school offers a number of highly regarded taught postgraduate degree programmes including: Business Economics, Communities, Organisations and Social Change, Criminology, Economic Evaluation in Healthcare, Economic Regulation and Competition, Financial Economics, Health Economics, Human Rights, Information, Communication and Society, International Communications, Political Communication, Refugee Studies, Social Research Methods, Sociology, Surveillance Studies and Transnational Media and Globalisation.
To find out more about studying at City or to book for an open evening, visit our website www.city.ac.uk/social or contact Postgraduate Admissions on +44 (0)20 7040 8512. Alternatively email socscipg@city.ac.uk quoting ref: INSI0809
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Nintendo generation

POPULAR playground games such as clapping and skipping are to be converted into Nintendo Wii-type computer games as part of a unique collaboration between the British Library, Nintendo and two London universities - Institute of Education and University of East London. Thanks to advice from software developers at Nintendo, the games will help record and conserve playground games, making them accessible online for future generations of children. 

Pharmacy Practice

KINGSTON University London has opened a new £420,000 Pharmacy Practice Laboratory. It is a purpose-built, on-campus facility for pharmacy students to practise their skills before going to work in the health service. Students role play, give advice and analyse prescriptions to ensure they are dispensed correctly. 

New graduate internships

GRADUATES from Imperial College London can now gain work experience and develop their skills on a new internship programme. The Graduate Internship Programme will assist recent graduates in the challenging economic climate, offering them the experience of working for a university while enhancing their future employment prospects. 

Interns will undertake a paid six-month placement and gain management experience by being involved in the day-to-day running of the College, reporting to a senior manager. Eight days of dedicated training will help improve skills such as career planning and project management.

ADVERT

KING’S COLLEGE LONDON

University of London

Distinguish yourself

King’s is ranked in the top 25 universities worldwide* and based in the heart of London. With nine Schools and five Medical Research Council centres, King’s offers world-class teaching and research. Our extensive range of subjects includes science and technology, humanities, law, health, biomedical, social and management sciences.

*Times Higher-QS World University Rankings, 2007

www.kcl.ac.uk/in09
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London 2012 News

With the rise of the internet and instant information, the broadcasting and communication for London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be the most technologically advanced ever. Construction is already underway on London’s media centre, which will enable 20,000 journalists to work 24 hours a day to share the excitement of the Games with four billion people worldwide. 

Combining an innovative mixture of permanent and temporary elements during the Games, the centre will be as flexible as possible to accommodate a range of businesses once the Games are over. It is hoped that higher education and the creative industries will be able to share some of the 900,000 square feet of business space and help generate thousands of new jobs. 

The centre is also being designed to meet strict environmental regulations. These include the use of recycled non-drinking water collected across the Olympic Park as well as building new habitats to attract wildlife to the area. 

To find out more visit: www.london2012.com  

Survival of the fastest LONDON Business School, Google and the UK’s Daily Telegraph newspaper have joined forces to provide unique bite-sized insights from some of the UK’s leading organisations via a new YouTube channel called Survival of The Fastest. 

The YouTube channel will form an online thought leadership community for business leaders, offering credible insights into management issues ranging from finance and marketing to eCommerce. The channel has already published hundreds of videos to help decision makers draw inspiration from other successful business leaders and world-renowned academics in these troubled economic times. Find your inspiration at www.youtube.com/user/ survivalofthefastest        

Gates Award for Global Health LSHTM were chosen by a jury of international health leaders, beating more than 100 nominations from around the world. The School is both the first academic institution to win the award and the first British winner. The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) has won the Gates Award for Global Health and will receive $1 million in prize money. The award was established by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to recognise organisations that have made an outstanding contribution to improving global health, especially in resource-poor regions.    

Blogger award A UNIVERSITY of Westminster student, Faisal J. Abbas, has been awarded a prestigious Cutting Edge Award for his contribution to blogging at the International Media Awards in London. 

Faisal is studying towards an MA in Marketing Communications and he received the award for his excellent blogs for the Huffington Post. The Huffington Post is an internationally acclaimed American news website that features various news sources and columnists. Faisal, who also studied marketing in Lebanon, hopes to work on a book and study towards a doctorate in the coming years. 
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The London Column 

London comes alive in the summer. Over 30 percent of the city is covered in green space, such as the Royal Parks and garden squares, most of which host outdoor events and activities. Temporary pavilions by award winning architects are also erected in a number of locations throughout the city. 
The most famous is the Serpentine Pavilion in Kensington Gardens. In previous years the Pavilion has been designed by some of the world’s most inventive architects including Daniel Liebeskind, Oscar Niemeyer and Frank Gehry. This year it’s the turn of Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa from the leading Japanese architecture practice SANAA. Their design is described as ‘floating aluminium, drifting freely between the trees like smoke’. 
Across town in Bedford Square, students from the Architectural Association School of Architecture design and build their own temporary pavilion each year, equipping them with that all important practical experience. 

The city is packed with green places where you can have fun or cool off. Nothing can beat swimming in the Highgate Ponds on Hampstead Heath - one of London’s largest and highest parks.     

Cass  Dubai opened CASS Business School’s new Dubai offices were recently opened in the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) by Sheikh Mansour bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and Richard Gillingwater, Dean of Cass Business School. 

Cass’s new centre is ideally located for students from the Middle East and the surrounding regions who want to accelerate their careers while remaining in full-time employment. Cass’s Dubai-based EMBA is a flexible, part-time MBA programme for ambitious managers in the Gulf. 

The popular programme also attracts students from New York and London who fly in each month to study with Cass, City University’s business school.   

Research online  

UNIVERSITY College London will be placing all of its research on the internet and giving free access to anyone who wants to use it. Open Access is a new form of dissemination for published books, articles and digital material. 
This move places UCL at the forefront of academic institutions that are pioneering the move to Open Access and has already given all of its PhD students the option of making their theses available online. The database will be launched later this year, allowing the university to showcase its research to a global audience. 
Did you know?  

London is currently home to 13 Nobel Prize Laureates in Medicine 

(Source: London Higher)   
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Turner Prize

FOR the sixth consecutive year the Turner Prize shortlist includes a University of the Arts London graduate. Enrico David, a contemporary surrealist who studied sculpture, joins a distinguished list of University of the Arts alumni who have been nominated for the prestigious prize. 

Since the Turner Prize was launched in 1984, University of the Arts London alumni have won the accolade 14 times. Previous winners have included Mark Wallinger, Steve McQueen, Anthony Gormley, Anish Kapoor, and Gilbert and George. 

The Turner Prize has become widely recognised as one of the most important and prestigious awards for the visual arts in Europe. An exhibition of work by all this year’s nominees will show at Tate Britain and the winner will be announced in December.   

Charity volunteers 

STUDENTS from Middlesex University will be swapping homework for hammers and pens for paints when they travel to Uganda to renovate old buildings and create new classrooms. While working in the 30 degree heat, the students also need to lookout for encounters with local wildlife including elephants, crocodiles and curious monkeys. 

When not building, the students will organise drama workshops to communicate health issues to the local school children. The 21 students will work with the development charity Soft Power during their summer holidays. 
They have raised the money to pay for their flights, travel and accommodation by hosting fun fundraising events such as a jungle-themed party and a mud-wrestling competition. Middlesex has also contributed £8,000 to buy extra materials and tools for building work. 

ADVERT
Postgraduate courses in Computing

GET CONNECTED IN LONDON

· Industry led courses

· Enhanced employment opportunities

· Scholarships available

At our Faculty of Computing, Information Systems and Mathematics (CISM) we’re proud of our excellenct reputation, gained from over 25 years experience.

Don’t miss your place in September 2009 and January 2010

Computer Vision and Image Analysis / Electronic Commerce / Embedded Systems / Informatics / Information Systems / IT & Strategic Innovation / Network & Information Security / Network and Data Communications / Software Engineering /  Unser Interaction Design / Wen Development / Games Development

Get Connected with Kingston University London

www.kingston.ac.uk/computingcourses
Kingston University London
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Cannes Film Festival A FILM scripted and produced by Dr James Ohene-Djan from Goldsmiths, University of London was screened in the Short Film Corner at the prestigious Cannes Film Festival. The film, Jewish Chronicle Day, explores the moral dilemmas of a 13-year-old boy who finds money in the street. The Cannes Short Film Corner helps inspire independent film makers and gives them the opportunity to meet distributors and film buyers.  

Minority matters THE University of East London and Queen Mary, University of London have joined forces to undertake research to investigate the types of healthcare London’s ethnic minority groups receive. The study will use filmed interviews to document how immigrants keep healthy and treat illness. The results will help healthcare professionals recognise the importance of cultural differences when treating different ethnic groups.   

Chinese scholarships KING’S College London and the China Scholarship Council (CSC) have launched a new PhD scholarship fund. Successful applicants will receive a scholarship to pay their tuition fees and an annual living allowance which includes health insurance, a return airfare to London and visa application fees.
The agreement between King’s and the CSC will be effective for three years with the first intake of PhD students expected in September 2010. The Scholarship programme follows the establishment of the King’s China Institute. The Institute aims to encourage more British students to develop an interest in China, while also providing academic support for Chinese students at King’s. 
ADVERT
INTERNATIONAL LIVING | GOODENOUGH COLLEGE
Goodenough College is a remarkable institution. It is based around one of London’s most attractive garden squares and is within walking distance of many of its leading universities and the city centre.

The College provides a residence for over 600 postgraduates from all over the world, offering rooms for single students and flats for those with partners and families within a supportive environment.

The hallmark of Goodenough is diversity, with every academic discipline and over 90 different countries being represented.

Goodenough’s particular strengths are:

· Located in the centre of London

· Secure and friendly environment

· Culturally and academically diverse student body

· Strong College community with broad offer of extracurricular activities.
Come and see us: Tours every Friday at 1pm and every first Saturday of the month at 11am.

Mecklenburgh Square, London WC1N 2AB

Nearest tube: Russell Square (Zone 1)

To find out more visit:

www.goodenough.ac.uk 
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Student accommodation in London designed for you

Unite offers a large choice of accommodation in London, ranging from studios and one bedroom flats to ensuite rooms in shared flats for up to 7 people.

Our properties are in great location, within easy reach of the universities, and there are no hidden costs as in-room Internet access, utility bills and contents insurance are included in the price.  

Visit: www.unite-students.com 

Or call +44 (0)845 602 9976
The heart of student living

UNITE
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An icon returns to London

HECTOR Serrano, a Product Design tutor at Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication, has won £10,000 in the Mayor of London’s contest to re-design the Routemaster, London’s iconic jump-on, jump-off double-decker bus.  

Hector and his colleagues have taken the classic design into the 21st century by adding new features such as a hybrid electric engine, a wheelchair accessible platform and solar panels on the roof.  The original Routemaster bus first appeared on London’s streets in the 1950s. Two heritage routes remain - the No9, taking you from the Royal Albert Hall to Aldwych, and the No15 which runs from Trafalgar Square to Tower Hill. 

African scholar AN IDEA first planted by Nelson Mandela has become a reality with the appointment of a leading African scholar to a new Chair in African Development at the London School of Economics (LSE). Professor Thandika Mkandawire, previously director of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, will play an integral role in LSE’s African Initiative, a programme designed to put Africa at the centre of the social sciences and into the global public spotlight.  

Marathon massage SPORT Rehabilitation students from St Mary’s University College, Twickenham volunteered their massage skills for the runners at the London Marathon. A group of 40 students worked with charities including Cancer Research and Oxfam to apply their healing hands to the tired and aching limbs of hundreds of runners. The London Marathon is the largest annual fundraising event in the world when 36,000 runners journey 26.2 miles through London’s streets to raise over £40 million for charity. 
Did you know?

More than 40,000 students come to London to study creative arts subjects

(Source: HESA 2007-8)
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Happy birthday 

THE Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) celebrated its 100th birthday with a host of events, public lectures and a two day scientific conference discussing the discovery and exploitation of cancer genes. The conference was a great success and was attended by nearly 800 people from across the globe. 

Each year, more than ten million people around the world are diagnosed with cancer and the ICR’s cutting-edge research continues to develop new treatments. Beginning life as a small laboratory, the ICR has grown to become one of the largest cancer research foundations in the world and a global leader in developing cancer treatments.  

Virtual gallery 

THE Courtauld Institute of Art has launched a stunning new virtual gallery that gives 3D impressions of some of its most striking rooms and pieces of art. Interested art lovers who are unable to visit the gallery can view the collection online from the comfort of their own home. Using a new photographic technique, this virtual tour offers exceptional close-up quality, zoom and roam functions. The extremely high-resolution images allow online visitors to examine masterpieces from the early 
Renaissance into the 20th century such as Vincent van Gogh’s Self-Portrait with Bandaged Ear (pictured). The technology is so advanced you can even see minute details such as individual brush strokes and paint textures. In addition, you can download an extensive number of podcasts and videos offering insights into the gallery’s world-renowned collection based in Somerset House alongside the river Thames. 
ADVERT
St Mary’s University College

Twickenham

London

Foundation programmes, Undergraduate and Postgraduate Degrees in English, Management, Business Law, Tourism, Media, Film and Television, Education and Employment, Psychology, Sociology, Geography, History, Drama, Theatre, professional and Creative Writing, health, Nutrition, Sport Science, Theology and Religious Studies.
Undergraduate Open Days 2009-08-03 Saturday 12th September – Wednesday 28th October

Email international@smuc.ac.uk 
www.smuc.ac.uk/international
St Mary’s University College, Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham TW1 4SX

Switchboard +44 (0)20 8240 2342        Fax (0)20 8240 4255

PAGE 13
BUSINESS & FINANCE

IN THIS SECTION: READ WHY LONDON IS THE WORLD’S BUSINESS AND FINANCE CAPITAL

GLOBAL FINANCE

London continues to build on its reputation as a financial centre despite the global recession.
Faith in London as the pre-eminent global financial centre was demonstrated recently by the announcement of the establishment of the UK Doctoral Training Centre in Financial Computing. 

The new research and training centre will help support London’s position in the global financial services industry by bringing academic institutions and banks together to keep London’s financial sector at the forefront of the industry. 

Financial computing covers financial IT, computational finance and financial engineering, but the Centre will also undertake research in areas such as software engineering, high speed networks and parallel computing. 

Hosted at University College London with academic collaboration from the London School of Economics and London Business School, the Centre will admit around 20 PhD students in the first year of operation. 

A consortium of 20 banks and financial institutions such as Santander, Morgan Stanley, Barclays and HSBC, will offer work placements, allowing students to divide their time between academia and industry. 

The PhD’s will usually take four years to complete with students studying for a Master’s degree in the first year. Areas of study will include risk management, compliance, and fraud detection, which is an indication of how the financial London continues to build on its reputation as a financial centre despite the global recession. services sector is changing and addressing past problems. Those already working in the financial sector will also be able to take the programme part-time. 

Professor Philip Treleaven, director of the Centre and best known for his pioneering research on automating financial fraud detection, believes now is the right time to establish such a training hub. “A number of banks are actively recruiting scientists and engineers, and I think some institutions will find out this year that they have fired too many people and will be short of PhDs,” he said. 

The Centre, which will open in September 2009, has received £7 million in government funding from the Engineering and Physical Science Research Council. This is an indication that when the current financial turmoil is over, London will be able to build on its strengths in financial services. 
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ENTERPRISING LONDON

Turning ideas into reality. There is a wealth of support available to students who are setting up a business.

As the global economy slows, universities and business schools in London have seen a surge in applications from talented people returning to the classroom. Many see it as the perfect opportunity to undertake an MBA or Master’s degree that will help boost their careers. Others are combining study with their lifelong ambition to set up a business and are making the most of the business support available at London’s universities. 

Recessions can be a good time to establish a business. Costs, such as office space, are lower and there are more talented individuals willing to take risks and work on new ideas. A number of London’s universities are helping to create new businesses by providing funding to help student entrepreneurs develop their business ideas. Universities also give students access to networks of successful entrepreneurs and provide them with office space within ‘incubators’. 

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC) houses the London BioScience Innovation Centre (LBIC), providing a focus for life science activity in London by offering laboratory and office facilities. LBIC is the first and only incubator for biotechnology companies in central London and is home to small start-ups as well as more established companies such as VetCell BioScience. Since beginning life at RVC, 
VetCell has grown into the leading provider of animal health stem cell technology, helping to regenerate and restore damaged and diseased animal tissues. VetCell recently announced that their successful treatment for tendon injuries in horses could soon be tested on humans. Leading the research is Professor Nicola Maffulli, one of the UK’s pre-eminent sports medicine and orthopaedic consultants. She said, “The move from clinical veterinary to human medicine is inspiring and unusual; we normally see the translation happening the other way around.” Human trials are expected in 2011 so it will not be long before we see world-class athletes and football players undergoing the treatment to get them back to full fitness. 

In addition to housing budding entrepreneurs, many universities also offer funding to help new businesses get started. London Business School (LBS) runs Sussex Place Ventures, a venture capital firm that supports entrepreneurial talent by providing early stage investment to students, alumni and young businesses. Its portfolio includes financial support for science-based spin-outs not only from LBS but from three other London universities: University College London, King’s College London and Queen Mary, University of London. 

Creating networks is another vital component when supporting entrepreneurs. Many universities have established networks of successful entrepreneurs to advise students and alumni. Support can be formal, through courses such as LBS’s Entrepreneurship Summer School, where students learn what it takes to turn an idea into a viable business, or informal, such as student-based entrepreneurship clubs where established entrepreneurs are invited to the campus to share their experiences. 

Chantelle Ludski, a South African alumni of the MBA programme at LBS, is a former member of the School’s entrepreneurship club. She originally set up an organic café called Fresh! on-campus while completing her MBA. The concept quickly expanded and became the first organic café chain in the UK. Her big break came when she started supplying her organic sandwiches and salads to major supermarket chains Sainsbury’s and Tesco as well as leading organic outlets Planet Organic and Fresh and Wild. Her business has seen phenomenal growth in recent years and Fresh! now produces nearly 5 million sandwiches by hand every year. 

The University of East London (UEL) is the latest university to establish support for budding entrepreneurs and recently opened the Petchey Centre for Entrepreneurship. UEL also runs E-Factor, an annual business plan competition, where the winner receives £10,000 to help turn their ideas into a viable business. This year’s winner, physiology student Tim Hunter, will receive the award and will also get mentoring from an industry professional as well as a year’s free tenancy at UEL’s business centre. Tim has created an innovative tool called ‘Rehab Compass’ to help patients on home therapy programmes and will use the next year to forge partnerships with industry. 

A number of London’s universities have joined forces to support entrepreneurs. WestFocus is one such example. They support young entrepreneurs with training and by giving them access to start-up funds within sectors such as health and life science. Member universities include Brunel University, Kingston University, Roehampton University, Royal Holloway, St George’s, Thames Valley University, and the University of Westminster. 

WestFocus also provides support to the creative industries such as performing arts, design, music, media or film. London’s creative sector is one of the largest in the world, generating £21 billion for London’s economy and employing over 500,000 people, many of whom work in micro-businesses. 

The Institute for Creative and Cultural Enterprise at Goldsmiths, University of London, supports students seeking to develop their own creative or cultural enterprise. Goldsmiths alumni Juliana Farha recently founded the classical music website Dilettante. Originally from Canada, Juliana is the driving force behind Dilettante and explained the rationale behind her idea, “With pop bands being discovered by MySpace it struck me that the internet offered tremendous potential as a space for exploration and discovery of classical music.” 

Juliana studied piano and spent several years working in the music business. “The most exciting aspect for me is that people from all over the world are using the site to form relationships through a mutual love of classical music,” Juliana said. 
“We now have members registered from more than 100 countries, and we’re always fascinated to see where the next one will come from.” 

Whether it is supporting spin-out companies or the creative industries, London’s universities are full of entrepreneurial energy, helping talented students, staff and alumni to build their businesses and diversify the London economy. 
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IN THIS SECTION: FIND OUT HOW LONDON’S CREATIVE ARTS SCHOOLS INSPIRE AND SHOWCASE TALENT 

FASHION CAPITAL

We unearth the next generation of fashion icons in the city’s creative colleges, designer boutiques and famous department stores.

London is one of the fashion capitals of the world. Everywhere you look, from Oxford Street to the King’s Road, the city’s famous department stores and designer boutiques are brimming with inspiration for fashion students. Take a closer look behind the shop windows and you’ll see the work of London’s universities, from the soon-to- be famous students to the already legendary alumni that include John Galliano and Alexander McQueen. 

This summer, the London College of Fashion (LCF) even had its own ‘pop-up’ gallery space in a shop near the city’s iconic Carnaby Street, providing students with a platform to showcase their designs to the world. LCF, a college of the University of the Arts London, is the only college in the UK to specialise in fashion education, research and consultancy. 

Lenka Nemcova, an LCF student from the Czech Republic, did not hesitate to choose London for her BA Fashion Design Technology. She says, “London offered more long-term prospects to establish myself and make a career. It’s great for work opportunities in the fashion industry. All the brands are here - Burberry, Jaeger, Betty Jackson, Vivienne Westwood and more.” 

For Lenka, the education continues way beyond the classroom. “There are museums, particularly the V&A and the British Museum, there’s London Fashion Week, LCF fashion shows, and loads of opportunities to meet interesting people from different disciplines,” she explains. 

Many of the tutors at LCF combine teaching with careers in the fashion industry. This provides students with invaluable ‘insider’ knowledge of the latest technologies, techniques and trends in the industry. Expert advice is indispensable to fashion students, particularly those looking to create their own business once they’ve graduated. 

At the Royal College of Art (RCA), business advice is offered at FuelRCA, a specialist programme for aspiring fashion entrepreneurs. Wendy Dagworthy, professor and head of fashion at the RCA says, “Professional practice is vital for our students. We invite a variety of experts to advise our students, from previous graduates to accountants and bank managers.” 

Wendy was identified by the style magazine i-D as one of the most influential people in British fashion. She is a founder of London Fashion Week, one of the city’s many fashion shows where students can study the work of exciting up-and-coming designers and make vital industry contacts with the world’s press and fashion buyers. 

One student who knows all about managing a fashion label is Sarah Elenany who studied at London South Bank University (LSBU). Sarah recently launched her debut collection “Elenany” at the trendy Old Truman Brewery in the city’s East End. Her clothes are inspired by Islamic art and culture. She says, “My designs aim to appeal to a Muslim’s desire for discretion and modesty, as well as being relevant to a non-Muslim audience by the incorporation of graphics and an urban style.” 

Finding the necessary funding for her label was a big challenge but, with the help of her university, Sarah managed to raise an initial £40,000 based on her innovative concept. She also received vital business support from LSBU’s Enterprise Associate Scheme, which once completed will give Sarah an MSc in Enterprise. “Being on the Scheme enables me to get the support I need for making both big and small decisions. I have access to business advice whenever I need it whilst also having the freedom to take the business in the direction I want,” she explains. 

Sarah is still running the entire label by herself but as interest grows she hopes to recruit more staff and expand the brand. She recently moved into her own office studio and is now making plans to capitalise on her success. “I’m setting up sales events which will run alongside the web sales. I’m also hoping to launch a menswear collection. It’s all really exciting!” 

With so many opportunities in the city, it is no wonder there are thousands of international fashion students in London creating an energetic working environment. Back at the RCA, Wendy Dagworthy enjoys working with such a vibrant combination of students. She says, “International students bring a fantastic cultural mix to the classroom, allowing students to feed ideas to each other and learn about different design traditions and techniques.”
 Xu Hui is also excited by London’s diversity and energy. She left China to study an MA in Fashion and the Creative Economy at Kingston University London. She says, “I love London’s international feel. It’s a city of so many different cultures and personalities. Working with such a mix of students from a really wide range of backgrounds and countries is fantastic too - we learn a lot from each other.” 
Hui is committed to sustainability and, using the design and business skills she has learnt at Kingston, she hopes to establish her own fashion label specialising in recycled fashion. Even in the current economic climate she is confident she can succeed. “I think fashion students setting up a business shouldn’t be afraid of taking risks but they should also be realistic about what they can achieve,” she said. “With the global business crisis, they need a down to earth approach to the challenges of setting up their dream business.”
 Working part-time for a menswear brand during her studies has given Hui this blend of optimism. When she’s not working or studying, Hui finds a wealth of inspiration for her work in the city’s many antique markets. Inspiration and opportunities are everywhere you look in London. Hui says, “London has a long history of being at the cutting-edge of the fashion industry. It’s very exciting to be studying in one of the capital cities of fashion and soaking up its fascinating culture and energy.” 

Did you know?

The capital is one of the world’s premier fashion hot spots and 85% of UK fashion designers are based in London.
(Source: London Higher)
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SHOWTIME

A profile of Graduate Fashion Week, an opportunity for the capital’s fashion students to showcase their talents.

Every fashion student dreams of seeing their clothes on the catwalk. In London, there are countless opportunities for students to showcase their talents, from illustrious shows such as London Fashion Week to lesser known shows such as Graduate Fashion Week (GFW), an event designed to identify fashion’s next generation. 

GFW showcases the best of the UK’s undergraduate students and attracts fashion scouts from all over the world. The show has launched the careers of many brilliant designers and previous graduates include Julien Macdonald, Antonio Beradi and Hussein Chalayan. 

Featuring over 50 of the top fashion and textile universities in the UK and overseas, the event hosts 20 shows over four days, before finishing with a glamorous fashion and awards show. Competing for the attention of the scouts and judges are students from many London universities including Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication, Thames Valley University, and the University of East London (UEL). 

In 2007, the final show was attended by Victoria Beckham who enjoyed her time beside the catwalk so much she bought clothes designed by Kelly Shaw, a student at UEL’s School of Architecture and Visual Arts. 

This year, Ayroza Dobson was one of many students representing UEL’s BA Fashion Design with Marketing. She showcased her collection, ‘All the small things’, which used small items like badges to design a range of clothing. Ayroza said, “I’m really happy that I was selected for Graduate Fashion Week, it was a great opportunity to present my collection and I feel as if all my efforts have been rewarded.” 

Ravensbourne students have also been enjoying the spotlight at this prestigious graduate event. Last year, Jessica Au took home the River Island Gold Award and £20,000 when her fresh and energetic collection was chosen by a judging panel that included fashion industry icon, Claudia Schiffer. This was the second consecutive year a Ravensbourne student scooped the top prize. 

Graduate Fashion Week is totally unique and no other country in the world invests in fashion graduates as much the UK. As a result, London’s rising fashion stars will continue to attract the world’s leading talent scouts with their groundbreaking designs. 
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IN THIS SECTION: DISCOVER HOW LONDON IS PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MEDICAL MIRACLES

A three page special focusing on London’s pioneering work in the health sector, including profiles of the city’s five medical schools.

London has been a centre for medicine for hundreds of years. DNA, penicillin and the use of robotics in keyhole surgery are just some of the major medical breakthroughs discovered in the capital’s medical schools.    

Today, the city continues to push the boundaries of science. There are a staggering 40,000 doctors, researchers and medical professionals trained in London each year and the city undertakes 70 percent of all NHS research in the UK. 

Five medical schools are at the forefront of inspiring the next generation of doctors. Between them, the schools have links with all of the city’s major hospitals and three of the schools have recently been selected as Academic Health Science Centres (AHSCs). There are only five AHSCs in the whole of the UK, creating a stronger link between hospitals and the cutting-edge teaching and research within universities.    

For a student, there is no substitute for clinical practice. Trainee doctors in London’s medical schools have access to millions of patients. Such unrivalled patient access attracted Sarosh Khan from Saudi Arabia to study medicine at St George’s, University of London, whose campus is located on the same site as one of the UK’s busiest hospitals and is set to merge with Royal Holloway, University of London in 2010. 

“Medicine is brilliant, but at St George’s the way it’s delivered makes it even more enjoyable. With the hospital on-site we get to see a lot of patients.” Sarosh also gets to improve his clinical skills with placements in other hospitals as well as working in laboratories where he can use the latest patient dummies. 

University partnerships with hospitals also enable students to learn from experienced doctors and researchers. Dr Emma Baker, a consultant physician who also teaches at St George’s, explains. “I teach students about medicines and how best to use them for the patient. My aspiration for us all is to keep the patient at the centre of what we do. It is important in teaching that students learn to apply knowledge to be better healthcare professionals.” 

Teaching in London is also less structured than in some countries, with the focus on learning rather than cramming for lots of exams. Yerzhan Rakhimov, a medical student from Kazakhstan, has been inspired by the teaching at University College London, so much that when he graduates he hopes to work in medical education. He said, “Here the style of teaching is much more free, not controlled. Back home it was much more structured. Here I have less stress.” 

Yerzhan enjoys modules that use problem-based learning and teamwork, encouraging him to think laterally and listen to the different perspectives of his fellow students. “I feel at home here. People are friendly and my teachers are always available if I want to speak with them.” 

Undertaking a six-year MBBS, or even nine years for a PhD, is a major commitment and it is important that students like Yerzhan study in a supportive social environment. Professor Philip Ogden, Principal at Queen Mary, University of London agrees. “As a medical student, you’re going to spend a significant number of the most important years of your life at university. You’ll want to end up with a world-class qualification - and you’ll work hard to achieve that. But you’ll also want a rich and vibrant social and cultural life.” 

In addition to being a world-class centre for teaching, London also attracts some of the best researchers in the medical profession. At Imperial College London’s Faculty of Medicine there are over 700 researchers with an annual research budget of over £140 million. Such investment enables researchers to become leaders in their fields while tackling some of the world’s biggest health threats. For example, the Faculty is working with the World Health Organisation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to deliver new care models for HIV/AIDS in the poorest regions of Africa. 

At King’s College London, research teams are busy translating groundbreaking research into patient benefits for the population of London, one the world’s most multicultural cities. Such diversity gives London’s students a greater understanding of the health challenges facing different communities. 

Professor Anne Greenough, head of the King’s School of Medicine explains, “You could say we have the ‘world on our doorstep’. For medical students, this brings opportunities to observe medical problems which have a global dimension, and to meet people in clinics, general practices and hospitals from a wide range of cultures.” 

King’s is also home to excellent facilities including the largest and best equipped clinical skills centre in the UK, first-class libraries, and the Gordon Museum, which has a large and growing collection of approximately 8,000 pathological specimens. 

London is also home to world-class specialist institutions such as the School of Pharmacy, University of London, which is the only freestanding specialist school in the UK dedicated to teaching and research in pharmacy and pharmaceutical sciences. Nearby, researchers at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine are undertaking collaborations with over 100 countries to help improve the health of people all over the world. 
At the world-renowned Institute of Cancer Research, researchers are busy building on a legacy of groundbreaking discoveries that have included the identification of the suspected link between smoking and lung cancer as well as the recognition that a DNA malfunction is the basic cause of cancer. 
Like a career in medicine, London is all about constant discovery and is always evolving. So it is no surprise that the city and its medical schools are the perfect home for aspiring doctors and researchers who want to make a real difference to the lives of people throughout the world. 

Did you know?
London’s universities teach almost 40,000 students in medical, dentistry and similar subjects

Source: HESA 2007-8
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Profiles of London’s medical schools
Imperial College London’s Faculty of Medicine is one of Europe’s largest medical institutions with 700 researchers and an annual spend of £140 million. The faculty also accepts 300 undergraduates a year and students get the opportunity to learn within a clinical context related to work in the Faculty’s six teaching hospitals. 

Imperial works closely with teaching hospitals across London, including St Mary’s Hospital where Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin in 1928 and where recently, the use of robotics in keyhole surgery was pioneered. 

King’s College London’s School of Medicine has played a major role in medical advances including the discovery of the structure of DNA. It is the largest centre for the education of healthcare professionals in Europe and is home to five Medical Research Council Centres. 

The College collaborates with three of London’s hospitals including Guy’s and St Thomas’, a hospital that dates back almost 900 years. King’s teaches 19,500 students and treats 2 million patients each year.   

Queen Mary , University of London is home to Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry, which began life in 1785 as England’s first medical school. The medical and dental schools teach 1,600 undergraduate and 750 postgraduate students. 
At the heart of the School’s mission lies world-class research and the School has recently invested £100 million in state-of-the-art facilities. The School annually attracts £40 million in research income and is home to the first Cancer Research UK Clinical Centre.  

St George’s, University of London is one of the UK’s best-known specialist providers of medical and healthcare education. Students can gain clinical practice at St George’s Hospital, one of the busiest hospitals in Europe. 
The hospital dates back to 1733 and many of its doctors became famous for their advances in medicine including Edward Jenner who pioneered the smallpox vaccine. St George’s is also active in clinical research areas including cardiovascular sciences, basic medical sciences, epidemiology and human genetics.
 University College London ’s (UCL) Medical School is one of the largest in the country with a yearly intake of 330 undergraduate students on the MBBS programme and also offers postgraduate programmes and clinical training. 
UCL works closely with seven of the city’s hospitals to form the UCLH NHS foundation whose origins date back over 250 years. The university is rated number one in Europe for clinical medicine and is the number two institution in the world for neuroscience. 
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IN THIS SECTION: EXPLORE WHY LONDON IS THE GLOBAL CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY RELIGIOUS LEARNING 

VOLUNTEERING IN LONDON

Charity and community work is a great way to gain work experience while studying.

Imagine yourself on a doubledecker bus in London, not travelling to lectures, but instead standing on the bus for charity. That was the situation that Venezuelan Master’s student Diego Moya-Ocampos found himself in when studying in the capital. 

Living in London gave Diego the chance to volunteer with various Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and charities. He explains, “The most inspiring activity I took part in was called Santa in the Streets. It involved a double-decker bus collecting food and clothes for homeless people and it took place simultaneously between Caracas and London.” 

There are plenty of grass roots activities across the capital to get involved with including the London 21 Sustainability Network which supports community-based initiatives for a greener, healthier and more sustainable London. They are also the driving force behind Love London, which is the largest environmental festival in the world. The festival is held during the summer and this year’s activities included the UK’s biggest clothes swap and a recycled sculpture show. 

Local environmentally related projects also encourage students to get involved and help their community. One such example is the Community Volunteering Programme at Middlesex University where over 1,000 students work with local schools, voluntary organisations and charities on a variety of projects. This year, students (pictured) have been working with the London Wildlife Trust creating spring planters to make the North London Hospice and the Whittington Hospital greener. 

Large charities such as Friends of the Earth and Community Service Volunteers (CSV) are based in London and each offer volunteering opportunities. CSV is the UK’s largest volunteering and training charity, with nearly a quarter of a million people volunteering on projects that range from environmental protection to working with children.
Many London universities have connections with local charities. At University College London (UCL), students are working with Go London and help at local nature reserves or work in local primary schools. In fact UCL takes volunteering so seriously, its student union has set up a Volunteering Services Unit that matches willing students with local projects. 

Volunteering is the perfect way for London’s students to gain work experience while giving something back to the local community. 
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CLIMATE CONTROL

London’s universities are finding solutions to the planet’s environmental problems.

As the polar ice caps melt, the need to find an answer to our environmental problems is increasing. Environmental issues lie at the heart of the global agenda, with the world’s leaders meeting regularly to discuss how they can stem the tide of potential disasters arising from climate change and other environmental problems. 
One of those leaders is the London Mayor Boris Johnson, who is passionate about making London a greener city. Famous for transporting himself around the city by bicycle, he is behind a series of initiatives designed to put London at the centre of the environmental map. The Mayor is a member of the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, a group of the world’s largest cities committed to tackling climate change, and he recently attended C40’s third summit in Korea at which subjects such as low-carbon cities and green energy use were discussed. 
One plan that the Mayor has put into action is the UK’s first ‘green homes’ service. This will help Londoners cut their climate change emissions by offering them an easy to use information service to make their homes more carbon efficient. 
The environment is now a serious business, with a host of Non- Governmental (NGOs), research centres, pressure groups and charities fighting on its behalf. Accordingly, those who wish to work in the industry need to ensure they are properly qualified and London offers a wide variety of green qualifications. 
London’s universities are at the heart of environmental change and campaigning, from the courses they offer, to the student-led projects that aim to conserve the planet. Indeed, the capital is a hub for environmental teaching and research. 
Diego Moya-Ocampos came to London from Venezuela to study an MSc Environmental Policy and Regulation at the London School of Economics (LSE). Diego, an environmental lawyer passionate about developing a career in public policy, says that London was the natural choice when deciding where to study. “London is the city where the most important international environmental policies and sustainable projects are being debated by the world’s leaders. This debate is happening and will continue to happen in London’s universities.” 
Indeed, influential debate, policy and research are continually taking place across London’s academic institutions. Kingston University London recently held a conference entitled ‘The green agenda: are we engaging the consumer?” where experts from manufacturing, retail and academia considered the green agenda from a consumer’s perspective. Kingston’s postgraduate course in Sustainable Environmental Development focuses on combining sound environmental practice with economic and social agendas.
Meanwhile, at King’s College London, a brand new Centre for Environment and Health has been launched in conjunction with Imperial College London. The £5 million Centre will analyse how the health of the UK population is affected by aspects of the environment in which they live and work, from traffic fumes to chemicals in the environment. Professor Frank Kelly, deputy director of the new Centre, says that research will focus on “the challenging environmental issues that contribute to the chronic disease burden in the 21st century.” 
It’s a similar story at Middlesex University, home to the Flood Hazard Research Centre, which aims to understand the relations between people, water and the environment. Researchers at the Centre work with stakeholders and farmers to improve the governance of waterrelated conflicts in Europe. Students on Middlesex’s MA Sustainable Environmental Management course work with the Centre as part of their studies - something that will give them hands-on experience of policy brokering and implementation.  
Brunel University’s Environmental Science MSc can be tailored according to a student’s career goals, either in Pollution and Monitoring or Legislation and Management. Nigerian student Bashir Abba Waziri graduated from the Legislation and Management pathway and says the course gave him the skills to deal with the issues he is now confronted with working as an environmental officer in Nigeria’s Ministry of Solid Materials. 
He says, “The course provided me with an immense amount of cutting-edge knowledge and technical skills to deal with various environmental issues. I am now able to provide proper consultations on sustainable management concerning the mineral resources of Nigeria.” For his dissertation, he chose a project that connected directly with his career path by examining the mining industry in Nigeria. 
Research is not the only way to build your knowledge and experience of environmental issues. At the LSE, Diego is very enthusiastic about the student activities available such as the student union’s environmental society. He says, “At the society we promote awareness of climate change and other environmental and sustainability issues.” 
It is a chance for Diego to get some hands-on experience that will serve him well once he graduates. He plans to work in the public sector, an NGO or an international organisation, preferably doing research or consultancy. 
Career-enhancing opportunities also attracted Canadian Isabelle Lemaire to London. She was working in Africa when she realised that she wanted to work on environmental issues but realised that she “needed to know more to make a difference”. 
Isabelle chose the MSc Environment and Sustainable Development at University College London, a course that has inspired her and reinforced her goals. She explains, “The course created a space where I could practise arguing for the things I believe in and test my arguments. It also gave me the support to believe that it’s not stupid to think that we need a more equitable and sustainable world.” 
Isabelle’s success was such that she started working whilst she was still finishing her studies. She now works as a film and video consultant for organisations like the Red Cross/Red Crescent Climate Centre. Protecting our environment is a big challenge but Isabelle is modest about her role. She exclaims simply, “I’m busy and I have found what I’m happy doing.” 

Did you know?

The city is home to over 50 nature reserves, nature parks and other wild places.

Source: Mayor of London
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

Go online to read more about events taking place in London
www.studylondon.ac.uk

AUGUST

Notting Hill Carnival

Dance in the streets with 1.5 million revellers and enjoy the tastes, sights and sounds of the Caribbean at the biggest street party in Europe. Over three days, Notting Hill is alive with a collage of music and dance at one of the most anticipated events of the year. 

AUGUST

London Mela

The Mela, a long-standing tradition in South Asia, brings people together in a festival atmosphere to enjoy Asian food, music and dance. Enjoy Bollywood, bhajis and bangra amid the colour and glitz of one of London’s most popular events. 

SEPTEMBER

Open House

Discover the beauty behind the façades of some of London’s most celebrated buildings at the Open House weekend. This popular, free event opens eyes, minds and doors to London’s best kept architectural secrets, encouraging Londoners and visitors to explore and re-examine the city. 

SEPTEMBER

London Design Festival

The London Design Festival has become a fixture on the international creative calendar. Engage with over 200 design projects from museums, retailers, creative businesses, magazines and designers at one of the most important design events in the world. 

OCTOBER

Frieze Art Fair

Regent’s Park hosts more than 150 of the most exciting modern art galleries in the world. This four-day contemporary art fair includes specially commissioned artists’ projects, prestigious talks and artist-led education workshops. 
A selection of London’s festivals and celebrations

JANUARY

New Year’s Day Parade

International Mime Festival

London Art Fair

FEBRUARY

Chinese New Year

Celebrations

London Fashion Week

Six Nations Rugby at

Twickenham

MARCH

St Patrick’s Day Parade

Affordable Art Fair

The Oxford and Cambridge

Boat Race

APRIL

London Marathon

London Book Fair

The Camden Crawl

Vaisakhi Celebrations

MAY

Africa Day Celebrations

FA Cup Final

Chelsea Flower Show

Student Final Year Shows across London

JUNE

Trooping the Colour

City of London Festival

London Literature Festival

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Championships

The Royal Academy’s

Summer Exhibition

Taste of London

London Mela

Camden Green Fair

JULY

Wireless Music Festival

BBC Proms Classical

Music Festival

Pride London

AUGUST

Trafalgar Square Festival

Carnaval del Pueblo

Notting Hill Carnival

London Triathlon

SEPTEMBER

Regent Street Festival

Open House

London Design Festival

Thames Festival

London Fashion Week

The Great River Race

Brick Lane Festival

OCTOBER

London Film Festival

Eid Celebrations

Frieze Art Fair

Bloomsbury Festival

Diwali Celebrations

London Games Festival

NOVEMBER

Lord Mayor’s Show

London Jazz Festival

State Opening of Parliament

DECEMBER

Carols in Trafalgar Square

New Year’s Eve Fireworks

Royal Institution

Christmas Lectures
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IN EACH EDITION WE EXPLORE LONDON’S UNIQUE TREASURES, SPECIALIST

COLLECTIONS AND RESOURCES. THIS EDITION WE FOCUS ON BRITISH MUSEUM.
BRITISH MUSEUM
This year the British Museum is celebrating opening its doors to the public 250 years ago. Now established as one of the world’s greatest depositories of world cultures, the Museum began life with artefacts taken from the vast collection of Hans Sloane, a noted physician, scientist and collector. 

You can still get an indication of how large Sloane’s collection originally was by visiting his grand townhouse in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. To this day it is packed with artefacts drawn from his journeys around the world. Amazingly, the house is still full even after 71,000 objects and his library were transferred to start the British Museum in 1759. 

The Museum’s most recent addition comes from the University of London. The Sir Percival David Collection is one of the world’s most exceptional collections of Chinese ceramics. Dating from the 3rd century to the 20th, the collection had been housed for the last 50 years at the School of Oriental and African Studies. The relocation to the British Museum means the six million annual visitors to the Museum can now view this spectacular porcelain collection. 

The Museum’s anniversary celebrations also include the launch of a new MA in 18th Century Studies in partnership with King’s College London. The degree will focus on the social and political change that took place during the European Age of Enlightenment. 

When the Museum first opened its doors, the culture that most fascinated Britons was India. It is only fitting that the current exhibition season is entitled Indian Summer, which will entertain visitors with a six-month programme of films, music and events exploring Indian culture. 

The Museum’s collection has grown each year and, with the addition of the Great Court in 2000 - the largest covered public square in Europe - it is easy to spend a day getting lost amongst the Museum’s treasures. 
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Student testimonials

 “I fell in love with London as it is a lively, dynamic and interesting city to study and live in. I am studying to be a civil engineer so London was a priority because there are a number of big construction projects planned here, especially with the upcoming Olympic Games. The Institution of Civil Engineers - the world’s original and biggest society – is situated in London too, providing me with a tremendous amount of literature and resources.” 

Kuat Abeshev

CIVIL ENGINEERING STUDENT FROM KAZAKHSTAN

“London is a hub of interaction for people from all parts of the world which means that I am able to achieve a balance between studying and having loads of fun. My days are filled with constant intellectual and cultural stimulation.” 

Rashmi Lakshminarayana

PUBLIC HEALTH IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES STUDENT FROM INDIA

Find your university course in London at: www.studylondon.ac.uk
