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WELCOME
We have all been inspired, impressed and 
amazed at the fantastic performances by 
all those British athletes who have proved 
they are literally the best in the world. 

It is no surprise then to see that the best 
in the world including our athletes choose 
London – the best city in the world to study 
– which for the second year running has 
topped the Global University City Index. 
Olympic 400m gold winner Christine 

Ohuruogu, studied linguistics at University College London and double 
equestrian gold winner Sophie Christiansen, studying mathematics at 
Royal Holloway, University of London are just two of a large number of 
London students and alumni who competed in Beijing. 

Th ere are currently 90,000 international students studying in 
London with more students from China than from any other country 
in the world. Th at is why, when in Beijing in August to collect the 
Olympic fl ag, I made a point of further promoting the tremendous 
academic opportunities off ered by this unique city. 

However it is not surprising that London is currently attracting so 
many students from around the world. Apart from the great choice 
available in London it is also a fantastically diverse and vibrant place 
in which to live and the contribution made by our overseas students 
cannot be underestimated.

I hope you enjoy reading insight and keeping abreast of the latest 
developments taking place in London and are inspired to study 
at the capital’s world-class universities and higher education colleges. 
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British Library, home to over 13 million books 

John prepares for 
his historic journey

Source: U
niversity of East London

IN THE NEWS 
THE LATEST NEWS FROM LONDON’S UNIVERSITIES

Cultural
collaboration
KING’S College London is 
collaborating with the British 
Library and the British Museum, 
two of the world’s most 
prestigious cultural institutions, 
to off er students two new Masters 
programmes, Early Modern English 
Literature: Text & Transmission 
and Eighteenth-Century Studies. 
Students will work with the 
unparalleled collections of 
manuscripts, books and artefacts 
held at the two institutions and 
benefi t from the expertise of world-
class curators. To celebrate the 
collaboration, King’s has announced 
four £2,500 scholarships.Professor Morton 

and his award

Source: U
niversity of G

reenw
ich

Nobel Peace Prize honour 
PROFESSOR John Morton from the 
University of Greenwich has been 
recognised for his contribution to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change’s fourth report, which won a 
Nobel Peace Prize. Professor Morton 
wrote the chapter that explored 
the eff ects of climate change on 
subsistence farmers in the semi-arid 
tropics. Th e report is now the 
world’s most authoritative report 
on climate change.

Ship-shape for 600 BC
UNIVERSITY of East London (UEL) 
graduate John Bainbridge has 
been selected as a member of the 
multinational crew for an ambitious 
attempt to recreate the fi rst 
circumnavigation of Africa by 
the Phoenicians in 600 BC.

John will travel to Syria where the 
‘Phoenicia’, a 21 metre replica vessel, 
is being constructed using traditional 
Phoenician methods. He will sail 
17,000 miles over 12 months to prove 
the Phoenicians were capable of sailing 
around the continent.

There areThere are

courses to choose from at courses to choose from at 
London’s universities.London’s universities.
(Source: London Higher)

Did you know?

30,00030,000
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7.77.7mm
Olympic Games tickets

55
New sports facilities after the 
Games – Olympic Stadium, 
Aquatics Centre, VeloPark, a 
Hockey and Tennis Centre and 
an indoor sports arena

1.51.5mm
Paralympic Games tickets

1414,,700700
Athletes at the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games

98%98%
Of material generated from the 
demolition of the Olympic Park is
being reused or recycled

99,,000000
People will work on the 
construction of the Olympic Park

500500,,000000
Spectators transported to the 
Olympic Park each day

LONDON 2012 FACTS

Source: Fred Langford Edw
ards

The quagga, the rarest 
skeleton in the world

New Study London Blog 
THE new Study London blog 
takes a tour of London’s 
educational resources to unearth 
the city’s little known treasures. 

You can read about the world-
class resources the city off ers to 
support your studies. Read it at 
studylondonblog.wordpress.com. 

UNIVERSITY College London (UCL) 
is marking the 125th anniversary 
of the extinction of the quagga, a 
South African zebra that had a stripy 
front and a brown behind. Th e last 
quagga died in 1883 and the Grant 
Museum of Zoology at UCL is the 
only museum in England to house 
a quagga’s skeleton. Th ere are only 

seven quagga skeletons in the 
world, making it the rarest skeleton 
on the planet.

Jack Ashby, zoologist at the Grant 
Museum, said, “Th eir unusual 
pelts were highly sought after and 
the only known photos of a living 
quagga were taken at London Zoo 
soon before the species died out.”

Rare skeleton

Visit: www.london2012.com 
to fi nd out more.

Source: LO
C

O
G
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London’s art world is defying 
the global economic gloom by 
recently undergoing a frantic 
period of auctions, fairs and 
gallery openings. 

Sotheby’s led the way with 
an auction of Damien Hirst’s 
work breaking all records. 
Hirst, an alumni of Goldsmiths, 
University of London, auctioned 
over 200 new pieces and sold 
his work for £111 million in 
just two days. 

Elsewhere in London, the 
Frieze Art Fair opened in a 
buoyant mood with more 
than 450 galleries applying 
for 150 places, an indication 
of the prestige this showcase 
now enjoys. 

The highpoint of the autumn 
season was the opening 
of Charles Saatchi’s new 
70,000 sq ft gallery, with an 
exhibition of contemporary 
Chinese art. Saatchi is known 
for nurturing young artistic 
talent. It has been reported that 
more dealers are searching for 
new talent with over half 
of all art school graduates 
signing with a dealer within 
a year of graduation. 

Being an artist in London 
has never been such a 
safe investment. 

Source: London H
igher

THE LONDON COLUMN

Professor 
Crawford 
celebrates

Source: London M
etropolitan U

niversity

International development
THE newly opened London 
International Development Centre 
(LIDC) has announced a fi ve-year 
research strategy focusing on six 
key areas including sustainable 
agriculture, health and climate 
change. Th e Centre forms the largest 
and most multidisciplinary academic 
group in the UK tackling the 
complex problems of international 
development in low and middle 
income regions.

Th e LIDC is a collaborative project 
involving the School of Pharmacy; 

Birkbeck, University of London; 
Institute of Education; London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine; the Royal Veterinary 
College; and the School of Oriental 
and African Studies. Th e Centre 
will work with students from over 
100 postgraduate courses related to 
international development. It will 
break down the barriers to education 
and improve world health by creating 
partnerships with researchers, 
policymakers and practitioners 
across Africa and Asia. 

PROFESSOR Michael Crawford, 
director of the Institute of Brain 
Chemistry and Human Nutrition at 
London Metropolitan University, has 
been awarded a Gold Medal, forged 
by the Bank of Oman. Th e award is 
in recognition of his contribution to 
science and his involvement with the 
development of food policy in Oman, 
where he emphasised the important 
role of marine agriculture in the 
country’s diet.

GOLDSMITHS, University of London 
alumni Antony Gormley and Yinka 
Shonibare, are the next two artists 
to exhibit on the Fourth Plinth in 
Trafalgar Square. 

Th is prime London location will 
host Antony Gormley’s ‘One and 
Other’, where members of the public 
will be the art work and occupy the 
Fourth Plinth for 100 consecutive 
days and nights. Th is will be followed 
by Yinka Shonibare’s, Nelson’s Ship 
in a Bottle, a replica of Nelson’s ship, 
HMS Victory, in a giant glass bottle 

Oman gold award

Trafalgar Square commission
with sails made of patterned textiles 
commonly associated with Africa.

health and medical libraries health and medical libraries 
in London.in London.
(Source: London Higher)

There are over There are over 

Did you know?
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River Island Gold Award
ONE of the most prestigious prizes 
for graduate fashion, the River Island 
Gold Award, has been awarded to 
Jessica Au from Ravensbourne College 
of Design and Communication. 
Jessica took home the £20,000 prize 
presented by industry icon Claudia 
Schiff er. Richard Bradbury, CEO of 
River Island, said Jessica’s collection 
was ‘fresh and energetic’. 

Journalism prize 
UNIVERSITY of Westminster broadcast 
postgraduate student, Stuart Ross, won 
the 2008 World Press Freedom Day 
Student Journalism Competition for 
his podcast arguing that new media 
is not killing journalism. Stuart, who 

has produced material for the BBC, 
beat strong competition to scoop the 
prestigious award at the annual UNESCO 
World Press Freedom Day debate. Stuart 
said, “Far from killing journalism, new 
media is helping it to fl ourish.”

Safe surf
MARK Dowson from Brunel 
University has designed 
Surfscreen, the fi rst ever natural 
and instantly biodegradable 
sunscreen dispenser for surfers 
that will minimise sunburn 
during a long day in the surf. Th e 
industrial design student’s product 
consists of an organic soft gel sun 
cream capsule made from agar, a 
natural extract found in seaweed. 

Each capsule contains a 
single application of sunscreen. 
Surfers keep the gel-like capsules 
waterproof by wearing an armband 
with fi ve watertight compartments 
where the capsules are stored. Once 
the used capsules are tossed into 
the water its natural components 
instantly biodegrade leaving no 
trace of pollution.

Source: Ravensbourne College of A
rt and D

esignRebecca holding her award
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IMPERIAL College London 
students made it to the semi-fi nals 
of the world’s fi rst-ever zero 
emissions motorsport championship. 
Imperial’s team competed with 
six universities from around the 
world for the 2008 Formula Zero 
Championship that took place 
in the Netherlands. Each team 
designed and developed their 
own fuel cell karts. Unlike 
conventional engines, fuel cells 
produce electricity when hydrogen 
fuel reacts with oxygen taken from 
the air, leaving water as the only 
exhaust product. 

Imperial’s formula zero kart

Source: Im
perial College London

iTunes U(CL)
UNIVERSITY College London 
(UCL) has launched ‘UCL on iTunes 
U’, enabling students to download 
lectures, interviews, seminars and 
news to their iPod or computer. 
UCL is the fi rst university outside 
North America to appear on 
iTunes U, which is a dedicated area 
featuring free educational content. 
Highlights include enterprise, 
global health, a virtual tour of the 
Slade School of Fine Art Summer 
Show and the popular Lunch Hour 
Lectures, which provide students 
with a behind-the-scenes look at 
UCL’s cutting-edge research.

Lowering 
emissions
THE UK’s fi rst centre of excellence 
in low carbon technologies for 
buildings will open at London 
South Bank University (LSBU) in 
2009. Th e Centre for Effi  cient and 
Renewable Energy in Buildings will 
be a unique resource for teaching 
and research at the forefront of 
low carbon building design. It will 
provide a wealth of resources in 
sustainable energy technology, 
building design, construction and 
management. Th e Centre is the 
result of a partnership between 
LSBU, City University London and 
Kingston University London. 

30%30%

New creative quarter

Formula Zero

Th e proposed move will see the 
College, part of University of the 
Arts London, focus its world leading 
expertise in art and design on one site. 
Th is hub of artistic energy will form a 
new creative quarter in central London 
close to the Eurostar terminus.

CENTRAL Saint Martins College 
of Art and Design has unveiled its 
state-of-the-art new home, which will 
open in the heart of King’s Cross by 
2011. Th e College will be the jewel in 
the crown of the 67-acre King’s Cross 
regeneration development. 

The new home of 
Central Saint Martins

Source: Central Saint M
artins College of A

rt and D
esign

of London’s population were of London’s population were 
born overseas.born overseas.
(Source: Think London)

Did you know?
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Student accommodation
transforming London

AFTER a hard day studying, students 
in London can return home to secure, 
modern accommodation. Massive 
investment is transforming student 
accommodation in London, giving 

Source: N
ido Student Living

Inside a Nido room

students the choice of hundreds of 
locations and thousands of stylish, 21st 
century rooms in the heart of the city.

One accommodation provider taking 
London’s student accommodation 

into the future is Nido, who have just 
completed developing a campus in 
King’s Cross off ering students purpose-
built rooms complete with the latest 
technology. Students can enjoy free 
wireless internet access, an on-site 
fi tness centre and an ultra-modern 
bedroom. A cashless system helps 
students pay for items in the café, the 
laundry and vending machines.  

Another accommodation provider 
adding the ‘wow-factor’ to student 
accommodation is Unite, whose 
new Woburn Place development 
will provide stylish studio rooms 
within easy reach of popular London 
attractions. Relax with a wall-mounted 
fl at screen TV, high speed internet 
access, contemporary furniture, a 
modern hideaway kitchen and a large 
study area. A cleaner visits once a 
week to ensure students can spend 
all their time studying in the world’s 
knowledge capital.


